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After moving to Condingup in 1977, | discovered Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos (CBC), with the
large noisy flocks rising out of Banksia speciosa and ‘chittick’ amazing me.

In 2004 | realised the value of collecting data about their occurrence east of Esperance, and
began to record sightings, and encouraged others to do so as well. In Condingup, CBC start
feeding in pine trees, and move on to eucalypts, banksias, hakeas then dryandras. Certain seeds,
impossible to open on the spot, are dropped to the ground, and a week later they return to break
them open. Condingup Vineyard has two dams; one has a moat surrounding an island and
groups of CBC wade through the moat, sometimes over their heads! At the larger dam, they just
drink, with a few playing sentry on the bank or in the trees.

We believe that CBC nest here, but exactly where remains a mystery. In May/June it is common
for groups of three to make their way down Meyer Road and in 2007, one group took a fortnight to
move a distance of 11.9km! While juveniles match adult size, they do not display adult stamina
and energy; if a vehicle passes, adults fly while the juvenile remains clinging to a branch,
squawking until the adults return. During May — July, groups unite into larger mobs and in late
July/August adults usually vanish to nest, leaving gangs of juveniles behind. In late July 2006
while planting vines near the corner of Fisheries/Orleans Bay Roads, thirty five juveniles landed in
a nearby tree, despite heavy traffic- fantastic entertainment!!

We plan to liaise with Raana Scott to incorporate CBC into science programs at the local school,
and to improve our cocky tracking with binoculars and GPS. We saw random flocks of 1000+ here
in 2007; for them to appear again in 2008 would be brilliant!
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