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DUNE STABIL[ZATI()N
AT EYRE

8 January - 21 January, 1988

The area selected for stabilization was that which is opposite to last
year's work, where the track to the beach is at its highest. Unfortunately
insufficient nets were available. Consequently, the protection of the
newly planted areas had to be implemented mainly by the spreading of
seaweed. :

Inspiration was gained by the green area resulting from the 1987
effort. Referred to as ‘The Vegie Patch’, it attracts Pink Cockatoos and
a family of Emus. Euphorbia had sprouted early, so we were
enthusiastic in gathering and planting it's seed between the Spinifex
Hirsuta heads which take about two years to grow. Our task was not
without its setbacks. One was the Land Rover which, on a search for
seaweed deposits, gave up the ghost 9 km from the house and required
three visits before it was successfully towed away for repairs. With the
aid of some newly-gained mechanical know-how we were able to keep
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Toby Nichols and Brice Wells on the dunes

R. Smith

the Land Rover going to collect sufficient seaweed to cover the bulk of
the acre which was planted. Another problem was the shortage of
people. In the second week only two course participants were at Eyre.
Without the assistance of Brice, Gail and Peter, much less progress
would have been made. It was not an easy time for Brice and Gail to be
working on dunes as another course was imminent and they were
preparing for a handover and to take a well earned holiday.

The weather was mostly kind, but there was a little sunshine and a
fair measure of wind-blown sand with which to contend. Between the
dune duties we examined the possum boxes, did a beach bird count,
swam, looked for birds in the bush and were entertained by the antics
of visitors to the bird-baths. Dugites were sighted a few times, one
making an appearance on the work bench in the shed. Bats did the
nightly rounds of the verandahs as a prelude to the following week’s
course.

Everyone worked hard, including those who had not envisaged
their short stay would include such a task. Because of these efforts and
those who have worked before, dune stability is becoming a reality.
Further effort will soon stabilize those areas which are currently a
problem.

Photo by: Rod Smith




OBSERVATIONS

collated by Rodney Vervest and Roger Jaensch

The following records have been partly vetted and should receive
further scrutiny before publication in RAOU Reports or in technical
journals. Observers are encouraged to submit copies of field notes with
all accounts of unusual sightings. The Atlas of Australian Birds,
Serventy and Whittell's Birds of Western Australia and regional lists
(e.g. Kimberley, Pilbara, Gascoyne, Eucla) by the W.A. Museum
should be useful guides to records that are unusual with respect to
distribution or status.

This series mainly covers the period from October 1987 to January
1988. Shire names or the nearest known locality are given in brackets.
Where known, the observer is identified by an abbreviation -
abbreviations are listed below.

Observations that appear in other articles in this newsletter may not
be repeated here.

Please send details of sightings to ‘The Observations Officer* at the
W.A. Office of the RAOU.

DOWN SOUTH

Great Crested Grebe - 4, 11/11/87, East Jerdacuttup Lake, near
Hopetoun: four nests with eggs in flooded paperbark thicket - RJ * 35,
31/8/87, Lake Clifton (Mandurah) - AD

Great-winged Petrel - 1,30/10/87, flying over Melville Water, Swan
River (Metro) - GM (The Great-winged Petrel can be seen in all seasons
in southern W.A. but during the Atlas sightings were most widespread
in spring. The species is a winter breeder and colonies are known from
islands between Albany and Cape Arid - RV)

Sooty Shearwater - 1,1/12/87, Kanidal Beach, Eyre: beach-washed (1
also on 18/12/87) - BW, GH

Pacific Heron - 9, 26/12/87, Minvalara Swamp, Bremer Bay area -
ABu, BBu

Little Bittern - 1, 12/11/87, 31 km E of Esperance: calling from tall
Baumearush - RJ * 3, 26/11/87, North Kogolup Swamp (Cockburn):
two nests with eggs, one in Typha and one in Melaleuca thicket - RJ,
DW

Australasian Bittern - 3, 19/1/88, Owingup Swamp (Denmark) - LB

Glossy Ibis - 13, 28/12/87 & 11/1/88, Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary
(Busselton)- RJ, RV, SN, JH * 2, 9/1/88, Forrest Road marsh
(Cockburn): feeding with 30 Straw-necked Ibises - PRH

Yellow-billed Spoonbill - 74, 17/8/87, Barraghup Swamp (Murray) -
AD* 2,10/11/87, Coomalbidgup Swamp (Esperance): nest with three
eggs in paperbark indeep-flooded yate swamp: first breeding record for
Eucla Division - RJ * 34, 17/12/87, mouth of Sleeman River, Wilson
Inlet (Denmark) - LB * 130+, 28/12/87 to 11/1/88, Vasse-Wonnerup
Estuary (Busselton) - RJ, RV, SN, JH * 24, 19/1/88, Owingup Swamp
(Denmark) - LB

Freckled Duck- 3, 10/12/87, Chittering Lake (Chittering) -BK * 1,13/
12/87, Joondalup Lake (Wanneroo) - MHB * 2, 25/12/87, Yellilup
Swamp, Jerramungup - ABu, BBu

Australian Shelduck - 10,000, 10/11/87, Gore Lake (Esperance) - RJ
* 7000, 12/12/87, Gore Lake (Esperance) - JE

Grey Teal - 11,900, 11/1/88, Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary (Busselton) -
RJ,RV, SN, JH

Blue-billed Duck - 80, 5/12/87, North Lake (Cockburn) - NG

Square-tailed Kite - 2, 28/10/87, Wannamal Lake (Gingin) - AB, JR
*1,27/12/817, Albany Highway between Kelmscott and Armadale - PC
* 1, 19/1/88, Owingup Swamp (Denmark) - LB

Brown Goshawk - 3, 15/1/88, Pipidinny Swamp (Wanneroo):
immature birds - BBa

2

White-bellied Sea-Eagle ) 3; 6/11/87, Carraburyup Reserve Murray):
one downy young also - JS ‘

Little Eagle - 1,28/11/87, Joondalup Lake (Wanmneroo): young in nest
-PRH *1,9/12/87, Bayswater Bird Sanctuary (Bayswater) - JH* 1,27/
12/87, Albany Highway between Kelmscott and Armadale - PC

Peregrine Falcon - 1, 10/12/87, Bond Corporation Building, St
Georges Terrace, Perth - DKe * 1, 24/12/87, Twilight Cove, Eyre: male
-BW, GH * 1, 12/1/88, Eyre Bird Observatory: female - BW, GH

Australian Hobby - nesting, 26/10/87, Star Swamp, North Beach:
with two young in tuart tree - VP

Balllon’s Crake - 1,12/11/87, 31 km E of Esperance: flushed from low
rush and stunted Melaleucas fringing Baumea rush swamp - RJ * 1, 26/
11/87, Forrestdale Lake (Armadale) - PRH

Purple Swamphen - 2, 11/11/87, 29 km NE of Hopetoun: with small
black runner in flooded roadside swamp of low Melaleucas and
tussocks - RJ

Pied Oystercatcher - 15, 2/11/87, Alfred Cove (Metro) - PA

Lesser Golden Plover - 2, 17/12/87, Morley Beach, Wilson Inlet
(Denmark) - LB * 85, 2/1/88, Coodanup, Peel Inlet - PW * 20, 3/1/88,
Hardy Inlet, Augusta - MB * 24, 29/1/88, Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary
(Busselton) - RJ, RV :

Hooded Plover - 2, early October 87, un-named lake, Stirling Range
National Park - AR * 4, 13/12/87, Nomnalup Inlet, Walpole -LB * 2,3/
1/88, Ocean Beach, Denmark: both juveniles - LB

Oriental Plover - 35, 7/1/88, Kanidal Beach, Eyre - BW, GH

Eastern Curlew - 8, 2/1/88, Coodanup, Peel Inlet - PW (The known
world population of the Eastern Curlew may be as low as 10-15,000
individuals and there is evidence that the species may be declining in
Australia. Observers should note that the Eurasian Curlew has been
recorded as a vagrant in the North and can be distinguished from the
Eastern Curlew by the extensive white areas on its lower back and rump
-RV)

Whimbrel - 1, 13/12/87, Nornalup Inlet, Walpole - LB

Wood Sandpiper - 57, 18/12/87, Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary
(Busselton) - RJ, JB * 2, 19/12/87, river mud flat (Bayswater) - JH * 8,
19/12/87, Forrest Road marsh (Cockburn) RJ * 5, 20/12/87, swamp in
Banjup(Cockburn)-DJ *2,20/12/87, YangebupLake (Cockburn) - DJ
* 12+, 22/12/87, west end of Gnangara road (Wanneroo) - GS * 2, 15/
1/88, Yakamia Swamp (Albany) - SK * 1, 19/1/88, Owingup Swamp
(Denmark) - LB * 10, 31/1/88, Forrestdale Lake (Armadale) - PRH
(The Wood Sandpiper is most often seen in suitable fresh water habitat
and can be found throughout the inland of Australia. It can be identified
by its strident calls and by the spotted pattern on its upperparts. The
Green Sandpiper, apossible vagrant tonorthern Australia, is similar but
has blackish upperwings and underwings - RV)

Grey-tailed Tattler - 1, 29/10/87, Alfred Cove (Metro) - GM
Marsh Sandpiper - 1, 19/1/88, Owingup Swamp (Denmark) - LB
Terek Sandpiper - 2, 12/1/88, Lower Kalgan (Albany) - LB

Gallinago snipe (probably Pin-tailed Snipe) - 1, throughout December
1987 (last seen 1/1/88), at Forrest Road marsh near egg-shop
(Cockburn): toes extended beyond tail in flight, infrequent calls - BJ,
SKe, RJ

Black-tailed Godwit - 1, 17/12/87, Morley Beach, Wilson Inlet
(Denmark) - LB * 8, 28/12/87, Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary (Busselton)
-RJ

Red Knot - 12, 2/11/87, Woodman Point (Cockburn) - DN
Great Knot - 170, 2/1/88, Coodanup, Peel Inlet - PW

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper - 1230, 29/1/88, Vasse-Womnerup Estary
(Busselton) - RJ, RV




Pectoral Sandpiper - 1, 29/1/88, Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary
(Busselton) - RJ, RV

Long-toed Stint - 1, 26/11/87, North Kogolup Swmap (Cockburn) - RJ
* 2. 19/12/87, Forrest Road marsh (Cockburn) - RJ * 3, 4/1/88, Oyster
Harbour, Lower King (Albany): feeding with large flock of Sharp-
tailed Sandpipers - LB * 49, 29/1/88, Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary
(Busselton) - RJ, RV * 3,31/1/88, Forrestdale Lake (Armadale) - PRH
(This tiny wader looks like a minjature Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. The
short, trilling call and *bat-like’ flight style are distincitve. Birds often
fly high and far before returning, sometimes to the site they rose from.
‘When alarmed they often stand erect behind short vegetation or squat
close to the ground - RV)

Sanderling - 1, 13/11/87, Alfred Cove (Metro) - GM

Broad-biiled Sandpiper - 2, 7/12/87, Lake Clifton (Mandurah) - AD
* 1, 23/1/88, Guraga Lake (Dandaragan): amongst Red-capped Plover
and Red-necked Stint - ABu, BBu (Descriptions should be submitted
with all observations of this species)

Ruff - 1, 2/10/87, Alfred Cove (Metro) - GM

White-winged Tern - 1, 9/11/87, Alfred Cove (Metro) - PRH * 1, 28/
12/87 & 11/1/88, Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary (Busselton) - RY

Common Tern - 1, 31/1/88, Point Waylen (Metro) - PRH
(Descriptions should be submitted with observations of this species
because there is interest in determining subspecies; olours of bill and
legs are required - RJ)

Bridled Tern - 1, 10/12/87, Como foreshore (Metro) - DKe

Elegant Parrot - 1, 21/11/87, Joondalup Lake (Wanneroo): feeding
young - PRH

Rock Parrot - 2, 13/1/88, Kanidal Beach, Eyre - BW, GH

Southern Boobook - 5, 2/12/87, near Star Swamp, North Beach:
roosting in jarrah tree - VP -

Tree Martin - 500, 14/1/88, Mill Street Pond (Metro) - JH
White-winged Triller - 1, 19/10/87, Wannamal Lake (Gingin) - BBa

Red-browed Firetalil - 30, 28/11/87, The Dell, Kalamunda: 14 nests
found, six with eggs and two with young - SvA

Red-eared Firetail -2, 28/11/87, The Dell, Kalamunda: nest with three
eggs - SVA

UP NORTH
Australian Pelican - breeding, 9/5/87 Lacepede Islands: nine chicks -
KC

Great-billed Heron - 1, 10/5/87, Sale River - KC * nesting, 17/5/87,
Gibson Creek off Sale River: one large young - KC

Australian Crake - 1+, 18/6/87, bore, N of Overlander Roadhouse -
KC

Gallinago snipe - 1, 5/1/88, 34km N of Broome - KC
Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove - 1, 6/1/88, One Arm Point - KC
Rainbow Bee-eater - 50+, 21/8/87, Camarvon - GS
Rainbow Pitta - 1, 11/5/87, Sale River - KC

Spinifexbird - 6/6/87, Python Pool (Chichester Range National Park)
-KC

Rufous-crowned Emu-wren - 14/6/87, Millstream (Millstream
National Park) - KC :

KEY TO OBSERVER CODES

AB - Alan Burbidge JR - Julie Raines
ABu’ - Anne Buchanan JS - John Start

AD - Austin Daw KC -Kevin Coate
AR - Allan Rose LB - Lola Broadhurst
BBa - Bryan Barrett MB - Mariee Bougher
BBu - Bruce Buchanan MHB - Mary Bremner
BJ - Barry Jackson NG - Norm Godfrey
BK - Brad Kneebone PA - Peter Anson
BW - Brice Wells PC - Peter Curry

DJ - David James PRH - Peel Howden
DKe - Diana Keeling. PW - Peter Wilmot
DN - Doug Nash RI  -Roger Jaensch
DW - Doug Watkins RV -Rodney Vervest
GH - Gail Hooper SK - SueKeogh

GM - George Miller SKe - Steven Keeling
GS - Geoff Shannon SN - Simon Nevill
JB - JohnBlyth SvA - Sean van Alphen
JH - Jack Hunt VP - Vera Patterson

JE  -JackEwert

WATERBIRD STUDIES

THE GREAT DUCK COUNT

Third Annual Count
§ - 13 March, 1988

Waterbird enthusiasts in Western Australiahave the opportunity to
participate in the third annual GREAT DUCK COUNT. This is an
initiative of the RAOU’'s Waterbird Usage Study funded by
theDepartment of Conservation and Land Management (CALM).

THE GREAT DUCK COUNT has two objectives:

(1) to monitor annual changes in populations of water- fowl in

Western Australia, and
(2) to identify sites that are important as refuges for waterfowl.

Data collected in the first (1986) and second (1987) Great Duck
Counts confirmed the importance of many wetlands for waterfowl
(ducks, swans and coots), and led to recognition of the importance of
many other wetlands that were not previously thought valuable for
waterfowl. In the 1988 GREAT DUCK COUNT, these sites will again
be surveyed, as well as any major wetlands not surveyed in 1986 or1987.

By repeating this comprehensive count each year, long-term
changes in the population of each species of duck, swan and coot can
be monitored and appropriate conservation measures enacted if
consistent declines are detected.

In1988, the GREAT DUCK COUNT will be held from 5 MARCH
TO 13 MARCH (incorporating two weekends)

We will be asking volunteers who participated in the 1986 or 1987
Counts to re-survey major wetlands they visited in 1986 or 1987 as well
as to survey any ‘new‘ wetlands in their area. Volunteers who have
continued routine monitoring of waterbird usage of wetlands will again
be an important component of the observer force. In March, these
observers will be counting waterfowl and other waterbirds as part of
their routine monitoring. In addition, the Waterbirds Officer and
waterbird research officers of CALM will participate. Large estuaries,
complex open lakes, large reservoirs and a selection of farm dams will
be surveyed from the air, to supplement our ground coverage.

To fill the many gaps in coverage of the South-west (Kalbarri to
Israelite Bay), additional participants - both country and city-based -
will be required to join the 1988 GREAT DUCK COUNT. This is a
once-off commitment for the year. Perhaps you could encourage your
friends to join in the Count!

PLEASERINGOR WRITETORODNEY VERVEST attheR.A.O.U.
Office (phone 09 364 6202 - 24 hrs) if you think that you can assist us.



Previous experience with counting waterbirds would be helpful but
is not essential. It is however imperative that observers be committed
to obtaining TOTAL COUNTS (i.e. finding and counting all that are
present) ducks, swans and coots at the wetland on the survey day. This
can be achieved by devoting enough time and energy to fully
investigating the wetland during the survey. A pre-count
reconnaissance can be helpful.

Simple data forms will be used for recording counts of swans,
ducks and coots. Counts of other waterbirds in addition to ducks, swans
and coots will be accepted for entry in the Waterbird Usage Data Bank
but are not first priority in the Great Duck Count. Such information
should be entered on standard waterbird usage data sheets which are
available from Rodney Vervest.

Areport will be circulated as soon as possible after the count period.
The full report of the 1986 and 1987 Great Duck Counts has been
prepared and should be circulated to 1986 and 1987 participants during
the year.

WOULD YOU MISS OUT on'the challenge & excitementof THE
GREAT DUCK COUNT? contact without delay Rodney Vervest
Coordinator, 1988 Great Duck Count 364 6202

RAOU REMOTE WETLAND
EXPEDITION, 1988
Lower Fitzroy & Roebuck Floodplains

Second to thirteenth of May has been set for the 1988 Expedition.
The plan is to survey SEASONAL WETLANDS so their condition
may or may not be in our favour when we get there. However, early May
should give a fair compromise of weather and concentration of birds.

The objective will be to assess the importance for waterbirds of
wetlands in the Lower Fitzroy and Roebuck Floodplains. One or more
surveys (using ‘area searches') will be made at each of a sample of
wetlands (of varied characteristics) in order to record the numbers of
each waterbird species present. Importance will be assessed for each
wetland and for groups of wetlands, by comparing data from the
expedition with RAOU data for other remote and southern wetlands
and with standard criteria for wetlands of international importance.

It is already known that wetlands in the study area support large
numbers of the Glossy Ibis, Plumed Whistling-Duck, Brolga and
others, as well as rarer species such as the Yellow Chat. In addition to
confirming the importance of particular wetlands, we hope to establish
the collective importance for waterbirds of seasonal wetlands in the
Fitzroy-Roebuck area. ‘

Volunteer participants (self-sufficient campers with their own
transportation), are required to conduct counts of waterbirds and assist
in other daily duties of the expedition. It is hoped that survey vehicles
willinclude Department of CALM four-wheel-drive trucks (2), a 4WD
‘bus* and Dual Cab provided by Falcon Tours, a variety of private
4WDs and at least two small outboard boats. There may be two
communal eating arrangements as well as self-sufficient individual
campers.

The expedition will commence from Broome on 2 May. After
surveys in the area it is planned to move to Derby about 6 May. The last
survey will be 13 May. The expedition will be moving on regularly and
each overnight stop will be for 2 or 3 nights.

Approximately 10 seats may be available with Falcon Tours as a
means of getting to and from the expedition and participating in it. FT
coordinator Simon Nevill is planning a leisurely tripup and back to give
opportunity for casual bird-watching. The FT group would be fully
catered for (tents, eating); the cost is likely to be very reasonable.
Contact Simon on (09) 450 2460 or at 38 Pether Road, Mamning 6152
if interested in this option.

Names and addresses of persons interested in joining the 1988
expedition should be forwarded to:

Rodney Vervest, RAOU Office, 30/15 Ogilvie Road, CANNING
BRIDGE 6153 :

Firm commitments will be sought in late February or early March,
1988. A post-expedition (private) tour to the Mitchell Plateau may be
organised.

Roger Jaensch, RAOU Waterbirds Officer,
Rodney Vervest, RAOU Scientific Assistant.

EGRET BREEDING COLONIES: 1987-88

The RAOU, under contract to CALM, is studying egret colonies in
Western Australia and fieldwork has recently finished for the 1987-88
breeding season. Intensive surveys in the South-west were conducted
in October, November and December in 1987 and in January 1988.

Four colonies of Great Egret were active in south-western Australia
during the season (five were active in 1986-87) and these were as
follows: South Perth Zoo (5 pairs), West Corio Swamp (20 pairs),
Australind Egret Swamp (15 pairs) and McCarley’s Swamp (39 pairs).
In 1986-87 a colony of 35 pairs was discovered at Caris Park Road
Swamp (S of Pinjarra) but this colony was inactive in 1987-88. More
egrets bred at West Corio Swamp in 1987-88 (8 pairs in 1986-87) and it
is therefore likely that some of the Caris Park birds moved to West
Corio (the two swamps are less than 15km apart). Numbers breeding at
South Perth, Australind and McCarleys were similar in 1986-87.

As in the previous year, an aerial survey of potential egret breeding
swamps between Perth and Australind was undertaken. Fifteen
wetlands in which egrets were sighted from the air were inspected from
the ground and although no further colonies of egrets were found, at
least five contained colonies of herons or cormorants and were
considered potentially suitable for breeding by egrets.

An aerial survey was also conducted between Hopetoun and
Esperance where numerous yate and paperbark swamps were suitable
for breeding. However, as in the previous year, few egrets and no egret
colonies were discovered in this area.

Results of surveys of northem colonies, such as that at Lake
Kununurra, have yet to bereturned. As yet no colonies have been found
in the 200km north of Perth.

No nest of the Little Egret were identified in 1987-88 but a pair
displaying breeding characters was at West Cario Swamp and it is
assumed that they bred there. A single Little Egret was seen twice at
Australind Egret Swamp though no nest was found. (Previous breeding
records are from Australind and Caris Park)

All of our southern egret colonies are threatened. These threats
include clearing, drainage, death of vegetation due to artificially high
water levels and (at the only protected colony, Australind), by chemical
pollution.

As Australia is obliged by international agreement to protect the
Great Egret, the RAOU through its programme of waterbird research
in W.A., will continue to monitor existing colonies and attempt to
discover new ones in the 1988-89 season.

Thanks are due to all RAOU members and others who have
contributed information and especially to those who gave time to assist
in the field.

Rodney Vervest, Egret Survey Coordinator

LAKE MACLEOD RE-VISITED

The Grey Fantail observed at Lake MacLeod was of the sub-species
phasiana. The plumnage is somewhat different to the Grey Fantail of the
South-West, the song slightly varied and the eggs and nest structure are
different. Widely considered to be a different species, the Mangrove
Grey Fantail's separate status has not yet been accorded by the RAOU.

The Mangrove Gerygone reported from the Lake MacLeod
expedition must be regarded as a doubtful sighting. The Mangrove
Gerygone occurs in the Kimberley and while it is apparently spreading
southwards, it can be regarded as unlikely that the bird has reached the
area of Lake MacLeod.

The report of Australian Raven at Lake MacLeod is incorrect. The
birds sighted would most probably have been Little Crows or possibly
Torresian Crows.

Editor




VASSE-WONNERUP ESTUARY

RAOU observers have made 80 surveys of the waterbirds using
Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary since October 1981. This work has shown
that Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary is of international importance for
waterbirds, because it regularly supports more than 20,000 waterbirds.
Maximum counts in the past four years have been as follows: 15,600 in
1984-5; 33,000 in 1985-6; 28,700 in 1986-7 and 30,000 in 1987-88.

A list of the 77 species recorded at the Estuary (14 of them
breeding)is presented with this article. Twenty-one of these species are
cited in the Japan Australia Migratory Birds Agreement.

Being close to Busselton and Bunbury, the Estuary is subject to
development that may be detrimental to its waterbirds. Current
proposals include a canal-based housing estate (as at Mandurah
bridge), which would be partly built on waterbird feeding and breeding
areas and close to part of the Estuary which is an important refuge for
waterbirds in the dry season.

A small portion of the Estuary is in Sabina Nature Reserve, but the
restis in private tenure (grazing, small holdings), or of obscure status.
A suitable means of protecting the whole wetland may be to have it
managed as a regional park, enabling farmers, waterbirds and tourists
to coexist harmoniously.

Efforts are being made to have Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary officially
recognised as a Wetland of International Importance under the Ramsar
Convention. Successful nomination will ensure greater recognition of
the Estuary’s importance for waterbirds and (hopefully) better
protection of its conservation values. It is a point of embarrassment to
W.A. ornithologists that W.A. has not yet nominated any wetlands to
be so recognised, despite having at least 10 wetlands that qualify. All
other States except Queensland each have several wetlands recognised
by the Convention.

A colour brochure was recently produced in order to improve the
awareness of local residents, politicians and State authorities of the
conservation values of Vasse-Wormerup Estuary. The brochure was
created by Brad Kneebone, Bernie Masters, Roger Jaensch and others,
and was sponsored by various donors including the Busselton
Naturalists Club and the RAQU. A free copy is enclosed with this issue
of W.A. Bird Notes.Members may wish to express their concern for the
protection of Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary and its waterbirds, by writing
individually to their elected representatives or to relevant State
Ministers.

(Note: Public access to the Estuary is limited, but a close approach
can be made in the following way: take Laymans Road off Bussell
Highway in the Tuart Forest, then take the first bitumen road on the left
and zigzag to the dead end within 30 m of the water.)

R. Jaensch

WATERBIRDS recorded by the RAOU at the VASSE-
WONNERUP ESTUARY

October 1981 to January 1988
HIGHEST . FOUND
NUMBER BREEDING
SPECIES COUNTED *)
Hoary-headed Grebe 150
Australasian Grebe 50 *
Australian Pelican 750
Darter 10
Great Cormorant 60
Pied Cormorant 212
Little Black Cormorant 150
Little Pied Cormorant 130
Pacific Heron 4
White-faced Heron 250
Great Egret 237
Eastern Reef Egret 1

Little Egret 2

Rufous Night Heron
Australasian Bittern
Glossy Ibis

Sacred Ibis
Straw-necked Ibis
Royal Spoonbill
Yellow-billed Spoonbill
Black Swan
Australian Shelduck
Pacific Black Duck
Grey Teal

Chestnut Teal
Australasian Shoveler
Pink-eared Duck
Hardhead

Maned Duck
Blue-billed Duck
Musk Duck

Osprey

White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Marsh Harrier
Buff-banded Rail
Baillon's Crake
Australian Crake
Spotless Crake
Black-tailed Native-hen
Dusky Moorhen
Purple Swamphen
Eurasian Coot
Painted Snipe

Pied Oystercatcher
Banded Lapwing
Grey Plover

Lesser Golden Plover
Red-kneed Dotterel
Red-capped Plover
Black-fronted Plover
Black-winged Stilt
Banded Stilt
Red-necked Avocet
Wood Sandpiper
Grey-tailed Tattler
Common Sandpiper
Greenshank

Marsh Sandpiper
Pin-tailed Snipe
Black-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit
Red Knot

Great Knot
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Red-necked Stint
Long-toed Stint
Curlew Sandpiper
Ruff

Silver Gull
Whiskered Tern
White-winged Tern
Caspian Tern
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AMC WETLANDS CENTRE, CAPEL

Over the past four years, members of the RAOU have been
recording birds at a series of ponds formed by sand-mining at Capel,
south of Bunbury. The mining company concerned, Associated
Minerals Consolidated, wants to rehabilitate the area as habitat for
waterbirds and has asked the RAOU to manage the rehabilitation
project.

Rehabilitation will involve re-shaping the steep banks of the lakes
into shallow feeding areas, creating an artificial paperbark swamp, re-
planting swamp and woodland plants, making floating islands for
loafing and nesting areas and erecting nesting boxes. Facilites will be
provided for members of the public interested in birds and for people
wishing to carry out research at the lakes.

During the next few years there will be ample opportunity for
volunteers to assist in the project and I would be pleased to hear from
anyone interested in participating. Please write either to the RAOU
Office at Canning Bridge or to PO Box 224, Capel, 6271. Phone: (097)
272675.

Ma. Bamford

BIRD OBSERVATORY

REPORTS

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

This is our last report as the wardens of Eyre. The next time WA
Bird Notes appears it should have the first report from the Broome Bird
Observatory, which we will write as the duly appointed wardens.
Shifting from Eyre after only one year here leaves us with mixed
feelings. It is certain that only the Kimberley could have lured us away
so early. The new wardens, when they are appointed, will have our
congratulations and support. We know they will quickly learn to love
the best place on the Nullabor - just don’t neglect the Pygmy Possums.

The PP’s are still using the boxes, though their numbers are
reducing as the mallees cease blossoming. We are looking for enough
time to write up the material we have (with a little help from our
friends), to have it ready for the 1986-87 Observatory Report due alittle
later this year. We have 51 boxes which have been used by nearly 150
individual adults. A good number of females have raised young, with
a very high percentage surviving to independence.

One of the useful, although mildly macabre aspects of Observatory
life is the opportunity to find, identify and measure the many
beachwashed specimens (mainly birds) that come ashore on Kanidal
and Wader beaches. The 1987 weather wasn’t particularly helpful, with
only a few big southerly ‘blows* and virtually no storms. Nevertheless,
we still managed to have a fairly impressive list. Four Southem Giant
Petrels, one Yellow-nosed Albatross, one Rockhopper Penguin, one
Little Penguin, two Fleshy-footed Shearwaters, two Short-tailed
Shearwaters, two Sooty Shearwaters, one Southern Fulmar, one
Slender-billed Prion. In addition we had a Sea Lion, a Loggerhead
Turtle and a Bottle-nosed Dolphin. One of the Sooty Shearwaters was
taken to the WA Museum for positive identification. It proved to be the
first specimen recorded in WA and obtained by the WA Museum. The
Rockhopper Penguin, a first for Eyre, found its way to the Adelaide
Museum.

The dune rehabilitation work party (which spent its working time
being sandblasted) had their reward when they saw a pair of Rock
Parrots near Kanidal Beach.

We had a minor influx of Starlings during October and December.
We shot three and trapped three, but two escaped. For some time we've
had a cat trap which has proved to be a conspicuous failure so far as
catching cats is concerned. We decided to give it one last chance and
set it up as a Raven trap as part of our banding programme. After little
initial success, though we caught a pair of adults in August, oufcatch

rate was on a par with the cats. However, a sudden influx of immature
birds in December seemed 10 give us the opportunity we required. So
it proved; within a month we added a further 29 birds (three retraps)

before our supply of suitable bands was exhausted and we had to close
the trap.

We have had another Peter Congreve working here as assistant
warden overthe long vacation. He doesn’tlook much like his illustrious
grandfather (lacking the moustache) but is keen on banding. We have
appreciated his help.

There are somereally good courses on offer during this year. Here's
what you must do. Secure a brochure,(write to EBO or to the RAOU
office), study it carefully, then book early for the course of your choice.
Give yourself the reward you deserve. Eyre is beautiful, peaceful and
full of interest. You aren’t being kind to yourself if you fail to visit soon.
G. Hooper, B. Wells

WARDENS WANTED

The forthcoming departure of the Eyre wardens for the Broome
Bird Observatory results in a need for wardens at Eyre, for shortorlong-
term residence. Any interested person/s please contact Doug Watkins,
Tel: 417 2422

BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY

Broome Bird Observatory will open, all being well, towards the end
of Marchorinearly April. Situated on a2.5 hectare site, itis 20 km from
Broome but only 100m from Roebuck Bay.

At the outset the Observatory will consist of two chalets, which
have been generously donated by Lord McAlpine. The wardens will
occupy one, visitors the other, which will comfortably accommodate
four. Provision for camping is to be made as the Observatory and its site
are further developed, a process likely to take some two years. The site
is vested in the Department of Conservation and Land Management
who have leased it to the RAOU.

In the migratory season Roebuck Bay can shelter up to 50,000
waders which promises to make weekly beach counts interesting. Some
3 km from the Observatory are mangroves and their specialised habitat
should provide for different bird observing when the wader counting
palls.

Costs of visitor residence are not yet finally determined but should
be similar to those of Eyre.

The Observatory already has basic furniture, crockery, cutlery etc.
but should you have any household items which you believe may be of
value in Broome, please contact Doug Watkins, through the RAOU
office.

NATIONAL PARKS

SURVEY

Thank you for the many cards sent in for this Survey.

The Data Bank Program is established and all data received so far
has been entered. The Sunday Times recently featured our Program in
its “Electronic” section.

Sixty-seven cards listing over 2000 sightings in 31 National Parks
have been received. The Porongorups National Park has been the most
surveyed, with 12 cards received. We are recording reasonably recent
lists from National Parks even though they were compiled prior to the
beginning of the National Parks Survey.

The stored information can be recalled as a list of birds sighted in
a Park during anominated time span or as the number of times a species
is sighted. This can be compared with the number of cards entered and
a relative ease of sighting determined. The Program also allows the
recall of the specific sightings of each species within a given time span.

Di Beckingham has recorded more birds from more Parks than
anyone else to date and Rod Smith has visited Parks from Esperance to
Kununurra.

Within the next two weeks all cards received should be
acknowledged and replacement cards sent. It is hoped to fulfil this task
weekly in future.

Please maintain your support with a steady flow of cards.

C. Napier




PALLID CUCKOO
(PCP)

PROJECT

The Bicentennial Year seems a good year in which to carry out a
new survey of the hearings and sightings of the Pallid Cuckoo in
Western Australia.

Such asurvey was conducted in1949 and again in 1950 and reported
in the WA Naturalist. Based on the pattern of calls heard and/or
sightings a suggestion was put forward regarding the pattern of arrival
and and distribution of the Pallid Cuckoo throughout WA.

In 1949, the earliest call/sighting was in June, the 3rd and in 1950,
April 10 was given as the firstreport. T hope, with yourhelp, to duplicate
the 1949 survey and compare the results.

Serventy & Whittell (1976) refer to the movements of the Pallid
Cuckoo as “obscure” (p293) and say the song is “firstheard in the Perth
district.....about the end of May, or beginning of June” (p 293).

I should be grateful if all birdwatchers would let me know of the
dates and places of their hearings or sightings of a Pallid Cuckoo in
1988. One report only is requested from each place/area. Should you
visit another location and hear/see a Pallid Cuckoo, another date/place
report would be appreciated.

Please send your date/place/hearings/sightings to the RAQU
office, endorsed PCP, or telephone my work number (09) 350 7060
with information.

While this edition of WA bird Notes may be a rather early
notification, the June issue will probably be too late. So please help
remove some of the obscurity about Pallid Cuckoo movements and
keep the PCP in mind when you hear/see PC*s in each location in 1988.

Write to the RAOU office or telephone my office. B. Buchanan

Reference: Serventy D.L., & Whittell HM. (1976) Birds of W.A.,
UWA Press, Perth.

REVIEW

WHAT BIRD CALL IS THAT: A Review

What Bird Call is That consists of two cassette tapes and a 128 page
booklet.

The first tape gives a general introduction to bird song, introducing
75 different birds and their calls with some comment on their most
usual habitat. The second tape simply announces each bird and gives
an extended sample of the call of each.

The accompanying booklet has a useful introduction on the
purposes of bird song and a section on each of the 75 birds with a short
though good introductory text, giving distribution, field marks of
similar species, behaviour and nesting/breeding information. The
booklet is compiled by the National Photographic Index of the
Australian Museum and not surprisingly therefore, has first class
photographs throughout. In some cases both male and female bird
photographs are used, but not in all. The package is based on SE
Australia. The birds chosen are the most “frequently heard bird calls of
Australia’s South-Eastern margin” (p 13). However, 48 of the birds are
to be heard in Westermn Australia.

The whole is attractively presented in a plastic case and the quality
of the tapes and the accompanying booklet is high.

It is not easy to grasp for which market the package is designed.
Probably not for the ‘man in the street’, who may find words in the text
like “ubiquitous® and “exacerbated’ out of reach. Some “technical®
knowledge is assumed - wet sclerophyll forest is mentioned and
Spotted Pardalotes “feed mainly on lerp” (p 44). The informed
birdwatcher however is unlikely to want recordings of Silver Gull,
Willie Wagtail, Black Swan and Australian' Magpie to assist

identification. The most likely target seems to be a beginner who wants
more information on birds, especially of calls.

Despite this, even experienced bird watchers unfamiliar with calls
(such as, for example, Jacky Winter, Stubble Quail or Cicadabird), will
find the kit useful. Bird calls are a vital ingredient in identification.

Some of the calls are not as useful as others. The call of the female
Pacific Black Duck is that most often heard at wetlands, rather than the
male which seems to be recorded here. The Musk Duck whistle given
isnot the far carrying ‘mating* call so often heard at wetlands during the
breeding season, and the familiar Red Wattlebird ‘chok’ is not
recorded.

The variation of colour of the breast of the Sacred Kingfisher is
attributed to age, wear or fading. This seems to follow The Readers
Digest Complete Book of Australian Birds (1979) which refers to wear
or fading. Fading seems inherently unlikely - for example why does the
breast fade and not other more exposed plumage. Pizzey (1980) states
the colour variation is seasonal.

The incubation period of the Whistling Kite is stated as unknown.
Hollands (1984) states (on the basis of one nest) 40 days.

Popular names are used but only eight differ from RAOU usage,
five by omitting words (e.g. Common from Skylark and Australian
from Magpie-lark. The only Gerygone, White Throated, is stated as
Warbler).

The package which sells for about $40 at present is well worth
investigating.

References:

1. Hollands D., (1984), Eagles Hawks and Falcons of Australia
Thomas Nelson Australia, Melbourne.*

2. Pizzey G. & Doyle R., (1980), A Field Guide to the Birds o
Australia, William Collins, Sydney.

3. Readers Digest Complete Book of Australian Birds (1979)
Readers Digest Services Pty. Ltd., Sydney.

4, Lindsey T.R. (1987), What Bird Call is That, Angus &
Robertson, NSW.

NOTICES

Correction - to December 1987 WA Bird Notes No. 44
P2 first column, para2 headed Discussion, reports 3270 Large Sand
Plovers at Shark Bay. This should read, as the table correctly indicated,
373.
PS5 first column records the sighting of 2000+ Flock Bronzewing.
The area should read Camballin, the observer DK.

OFFICE BEARERS 1988
At the Annual General Meeting of the W A Group, the following office
bearers and committee were elected:-

Chairman - Geoff Shannon Committee Members
Vice-Chairman - Ros Denny Bruce Buchanan
Treasurer - Clive Napier Peter Curry
Secretary - Judy Jenkins Barbara Hale

Allan Jones

Ian Standring

Brian Wilson

BIRDS OF THE SOUTH-WEST ESTUARIES.
Information wanted

Emest Hodgkin and Ruth Clark are asking all birdwatchers who
visit any of the estuaries between Augusta and Esperance (excluding
the Hardy Inlet) to report on the species of waterbirds and their numbers
which are observed using the estuaries. Any recorded information on
the estuaries in the last five years would be welcome, as well as
observations which may be made in the future.

The information will be published in Reports on each of the
estuaries. Contributions will be most appreciated. Hodgkin & Clark can
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be contacted on 09 386 7895 during working hours or information can
be addressed to Dr E.P. Hodgkin, 4th Floor, Environmental Protection
Authority, 1 Mount Street, Perth, 6000.

The first Report, on the Wellstead Estuary at Bremer Bay has
already been published. The second, on the Nomalup-Walpole Estuary
is nearing completion and any information on it should be sent in as
soon as possible. Your contribution can be of valuable assistance in the
conservation, management and protection of the SW estuaries.

ART EXHIBITION

The 1988 Art Exhibition will be held at the Concert Hall from
Thursday 28 July to Wednesday 3 August, 1988. The WA Group
Chairman will open the Exhibition and all members are invited to
attend. :

Application forms for entering paintings will be available at
Canning Bridge from March 1st. Further details will be given in June
WABN.
REQUIRED: Volunteers prepared to assist with the Art
Exhibition are being sought. Contact Clive Napier,
332 7265 before 14 March.

BIRDING SITES AROUND PERTH
We have received notice from the RAOU, Melbourne, that
‘Birding Sites Around Perth* will be available for sale in Western
Australia in April. Price: $8.00

HOW TO ATTRACT BIRDS TO A WA GARDEN
Brian Wilson has written a booklet on attracting birds to gardens.
Thebooklet will be issued free to all subscribers to WA Bird Notes with
the March 1988 issue. Copies will be on sale at the RAOU office,
Canning Bridge at 50c each (collected) and $1 (posted). Thanks are due
to Lee Whisson for help with the drawings.

UNCLAIMED MONIES
The RAOU office is holding $29 which appears, in part, to be for
a Playhouse Theatre ticket, possibly of up to three years ago. Any
person who believes they have a claim to the money should contact the
office. If unclaimed the money will be put into the RAOU WA Group
funds.

RAOU BIRDING HOTLINE 364 7349

During December we had some trouble with the recorded tapes but
the hotline is again fully operational. We hope that the sightings
recorded will encourage people to go to see the birds, especially if they
haven’t seen a species before.

Please report anything of interest to Ian Standring (387 7326-
home) or Steve Keeling (291 9561). The hotline is also used to
announce regular outings or meetings, special events (e.g. the art
exhibition), sites where a particular species may be seen and the best
birding spot at the moment.

AVICULTURAL BIRD SHOW

The Avicultural Society of WA (Inc) will hold its Annual Bird
Show at the Pagoda Ballroom, Melville Parade, Como on Saturday
23rd, Sunday 24th and Monday 25th April 1988. '

The times of opening on the three days will be Saturday and
Sunday, 10am - 6pm and on the Monday 10am - 5pm.

The display will be of birds from members’ breeding aviaries and
will provide an opportunity for seeing familiar and unfamiliar birds at
a closer range than even the best binocuilars can provide.

In addition to refreshments being available, plants, books, pictures
and photographs will be for sale.

Cost of admission is $3, pensioners and children half price.

TELEPHONE CONTACTS
should you see/capture any of the following:-

Banded Budgerigar 349 6823
Banded Pigeon 294 4132 Mr Trumper (a h)

459 4914 Mr/Mrs Snumaker (if urgent)
Cage Birds 361 3296 Avicultural Society
Fancy Pigeons 271 6386 Whatley Racing Pigeon Club
Injured Birds 364 6463 Barbara Porter

405 5555 (w) 4 Bedford Road, Ardross
Sick Birds 276 6444 Fauna Rehabilitation Foundation

MEMBERS

CONTRIBUTIONS

KINDRED SPIRITS

In hot weather I suffer from hot feat. S0 on 23 January, a day when
the temperature reached 34C, you can imagine the fellow feeling I had
for an Osprey that I saw standing in the water at Alfred Cove. As Istood
watching it, I found I was standing on an ant’s highway, and, when I
moved the Osprey flew away.

As it flew low across the water, it trailed its feet therein for quite a
distance and as it gained altitude it was chased by three Black-winged
Stilts for ashort time as itheaded towards Point Waylen. [headed inthe
same direction and near the iron angle (favourite perching place for
Little Pied Cormorants) I saw the Osprey standing in the water up to its
thighs. Its belly feathers were not in the water but the ends of the wings
and perhaps the tail were in the water.

J. Donohoe

ROUND AUSTRALIA - W.A. SECTION

Reflecting upon arecent four month trip round Australia with over
400 species seen, it is difficult to select the highlights, because, from a
birding viewpoint, they were so numerous. Not having been further
north than Broome previously we were looking forward to seeing new
species as well as enjoying familiar birds.

At Monkey Mia it was hard to leave the beguiling dolphins, but
several hours birding yielded over 60 species. These included Chiming
Wedgebill, Grey-crowned and White-browed Babblers, as well as
Southern Emu-wrens, Splendid, White-Winged and Blue-Breasted
Fairy-wrens, Red-throats and Calamanthus.

On 4 May we camped at Nanutarra on the beautiful Ashburton.
Here it was pleasant to see Rainbow Bee-eaters which were numerous
for the rest of the trip until we left Queensland many weeks later. Flocks
of Cockatiels and Budgerigars gave opportunities for excellent
viewing.

A stop at the De Grey River did much to alleviate the effects of the
rather dreary landscape thereabouts. Here we found our first Pheasant
Coucal in the trees about 5 metres above us. Flocks of Fairy Martins
were hawking and closer inspection revéaled large colonies of their
mud nests under the bridge. Diamond Doves and Peaceful Doves were
also quite numerous.

Later that day we arrived at Eighty Mile Beach Caravan Park - it
even had power! On the way we passed 24 dead Spotted Nightjars along
the roadsides - probably victims of vehicles. As well as Brahminy Kites
we saw Great Knots, Bar-Tailed Godwits, Grey Plovers, Sharp-tailed
Sandpipers, Red-necked Stints and a Terek Sandpiper. Several Lesser
Crested Terns seemed at home on the beach.

During several days at Broome we spent a day at Roebuck Bay and
Crab Creek to see waders. It was good to see 150 Eastern Curlews, 200
Whimbrels and 250 Bar-tailed Godwits. Late migrants? There were
also small flocks of Red-necked Stints and several Terek Sandpipers
and Sooty Oystercatchers.

We camped at Willare on the Fitzroy River south of Derby; it was
hot. It was a delightful oasis in the heat, and we found over 30 species



in a short time, including Grey-headed and Grey-fronted Honeyeaters,
Great Bowerbirds and Red-tailed Black Cockatoos. Black Kites were
numerous and we saw three Square-tailed Kites, Little Cuckoo-shrikes
and Double-barred Finches.

By the time we reached Geike Gorge on 16 May, our expectations
of new species were heightening. In fact, I was unashamedly
“twitching”. When I collected the bird list from the Ranger he asked if
I knew that the Purple-crowned Fairy-wren had been found there. I
didn’t know but assured him that I would become resident for as long
as it took me to find it. At Geike Gorge we met knowledgeable ‘birdos*
Dawn and Roger Thompson from the U.K. They were also determined
to find the fabled wren. A fruitless, or wren-less afternoon left me
somewhat dejected but determined to resume my quest at first light. At
dawn the next day I began thinking to search every Pandanus Palm in
the Gorge if need be. After an hour I heard wren sounds, but not from
a Pandanus. Among the wild passionfruit vines I saw a pert, blue tail.
But which wren? Twitching uncontrollably, I inched into the
undergrowth and froze. Two wrens - a flash of lavender and black in the
sunlight - and there, unbelievably they were - a glorious male and his
chestnut-faced mate. Terrified that they would flit, I tried not to breathe
and was becoming as purple-faced as the purple-crowned head when
realised that the birds were quite unperturbed by my presence. I was
able to relax and watch them for the best part of an hour. They flitted
from vine to vine and into the low canopy, but never more than a few
metres from where firstsaw them. Rare jewels, I felt honoured to have
had the privilege of seeing them. On two subsequent days I saw two
other groups of females and juveniles but never again the exquisite
male.

It was with extreme reluctance that we left Geike Gorge, even with
the lure of a flight over the Bungle Bungles and the promise of avian
wonders further afield.

Kununurra was a birder's paradise. The elegant Comb-crested
Jacanas, Great Bowerbirds, Red-winged Parrots, Red-browed
Pardalotes and Northern Rosellas were only a few of the numerous and
more common species. The lovely Crimson, Star and Long-tailed
Finches and Chestnut-breasted Mannikins adomed the reeds like exotic
foliage.

The enormous numbers of raptors in the north amazed us. The most
common were the Black Kites and Whistling Kites, but the number of
Square-Tailed Kites was high. At the Research Station at Kununurra we
saw over 250 kites on a newly ploughed field. We had trouble not
running over the dozens of Australian Pratincoles in the area, too. Qur
first sighting of the splendid Black-necked Stork was near Lake Argyle
on the Ord River. They were sharing a tiny island with three Johnstons
crocodiles.

N. Duff

NOTES FROM DERBY

November/December 1987

With the Wet approaching both flora and fauna are responding to
raised humidity. Boabs and coolabahs have fresh growth on bare limbs
and bavhimias sport new tan and lettuce green foliage - a visual, cool
relief to the yellow grasses and dust.

The Dollarbird arrived at Derby several weeks ago and also at
Christmas Creek, while areas north of Kununurra were a few weeks
earlier. The Common Koel started calling on November 24. Two Barn
Swallows were sighted on November 21-22 at Derby town and eight at
Visiting the Lake on 30 January I was therefore surprised to see a Great
Crested Grebe with a ‘striped* immature accompanying it. (First
sighting of this bird in the district) The other prominent feature was 52
Great Egrets and 10 Yellow-billed Spoonbills in the melaleuca together
with 10 Little Pied Cormorants and 18 Little Black Cormorants.
Australasian and Hoary-headed Grebe, Pacific Black Duck, Musk
Duck, Australasian Shoveler and Shelduck and Eurasian Coot were in
the water.

While sorting out the Great Egrets from the Yellow-billed
Spoonbills I noticed, gliding swiftly overhead, what appeared to be a
falcon. This it was, a Peregrine Falcon, which plunged suddenly and

swooped across the Lake surface. With hard wing strokes it hurtled at
a Hoary-headed Grebe, which dived at the critical moment. The
Peregrine Falcon swiftly turned round at the Lake edge and hurtled
back causing the Eurasian Coots and other grebes to dive.

The Peregrine Falcon passed by and over the fringe of Great Egrets,
Yellow-billed Spoonbills, Little Black and Little Pied Cormorants
twice. On the first pass the Little Pied Cormorants made a croaking
noise and dropped into the water, the Little Black Cormorants also
‘croaked’ and raised their wings. Impressive however, was the
response of the Great Egrets and Yellow-billed Spoonbills, for all
raised one wing in the air, the Great Egrets giving vent to their croaking
‘alarm’ call. On the second pass the Great Egrets and Yellow-billed
Spoonbills all repeated their performance, except the Little Black
Cormorants which dropped into the water.

Interestingly, elthough the Peregrine Falcon has a popular name of
Duck Hawk, its presence appeared not to disturb the Pacific Black
Ducks and Australasian Shoveler except that they gathered more
closely together.

B. Buchanan

NALLAN STATION — CUE

Nallan Station lies in the arid zone of the Gascoyne region 11 km
north of Cue on the Great Northern Highway. Vegetation is
predominately Mulga with occasional River Gums fringing creeks.
Nallan also boasts a freshwater lake with adjacent claypans.

I visited Nallan in late October and spent a very pleasant week
birdwatching in which I observed 75 species. Birding highlights
included Oriental Plovers, Marsh Sandpipers, Australian Pratincoles,
Bourke's Parrots, Grey Honeyeaters and Spotted Bowerbirds.

Anybody visiting the Murchison Goldfields should consider a
stopover at Nallan to enjoy the varied habitat available for
birdwatching. A full species list with distribution notes etc. is at the
RADU office if required.

J. Boughey

PEREGRINE FALCON AND WATERBIRDS

Football Lake is a permanent lake near the east boundary of Gingin
Shire, Roughly circular, ithas a diameter of about 275 metres. The Lake
proper is surrounded by melaleuca and little breeding occurs there.
Being permanent, the Lake is mainly a dry season refuge.

Visiting the Lake on 30 January I was therefore surprised to see a
Great Crested Grebe with a ‘striped’ immature accompanying it. (First
sighting of this bird in the district). The other prominent feature was 52
GreatEgretsand 10 Yellow-billed Spoonbills in the melaleuca together
with 10 Little Pied Cormorants and 18 Little Black Cormorants.
Australasian and Hoary-headed Grebe, Pacific Black Duck, Musk
Duck, Australasian Shoveler and Shelduck and Eurasian Coot were in
the water.

While sorting out the Great Egrets from the Yellow-billed
Spoonbills I noticed, gliding swiftly overhead, what appeared to be a
falcon. This it was, a Peregrine Falcon, which plunged suddenly and
swooped across the Lake surface. With hard wing strokes it hurtled at
a Hoary-headed Grebe, which dived at the critical moment. The
Peregrione Falcon swiftly turned round at the Lake edge and hurtled
back causing the Eurasian Coots and other grebes to dive.

The Peregrine Falcon passed by and over the fringe of Great Egrets,
Yellow-billed Spoonbills, Little Black and Little Pied Cormorants
twice. On the first pass the Little Pied Cormorants made a croaking
noise and dropped into the water, the Little Black Cormorants also
‘croaked’ and raised their wings. Impressive however, was the
response of the Great Egrets and Yellow-billed Spoonbills, for all
raised one wing in the air, the Great Egrets giving vent to their croaking
‘alarm’ call. On the second pass the Great Egrets and Yellow-billed
Spoonbills all repeated their performancce, except the Little Black
Cormorants which dropped into the water.

Interestingly, although the Peregrine Falcon has a popularname of
Duck Hawk, its presence appeared not to disturb the Pacific Black
Ducks and Australasian Shoveler except that they gathered more
closely together.

B. Buchanan




THE YEAR 1987

IN REVIEW

Information wanted

Many birdwatchers regularly look for birds in the same area/s.
After a while impressions are formed about the birding situation in the
area and how it compares with previous visits. Now 1987 is passed you
are asked to send in contributions, non-quantified, about your
impressions of 1987 in comparison with previous years in an area with
which you are familiar. If you have numerical evidence so much the
better, but do not be deterred by its absence.

Please write, fairly briefly, about

(a) bush birds,

(b) waterbirds,

(c) waders and )

(d) raptors (if your area has them all).

Nominate your areaand cover, the numbers in1987 upor down, any
unusual concentrations of birds, notable absences of species or an
unusual bird matter worthy of comment. Please make your
contribution to the general picture of WA birds 1987.

Write to, 1987 Review, RAQU Office,30/15 Ogilvie Road,
Canning Bridge 6153 before 22 April 1988 (deadline for copy for the
June WA Bird Notes).

EXCURSION REPOR

TWELVE HOUR COUNT (TWITCHATHON ) - 1
November

It was good to see so many people participating in an event which
is essentially light-hearted. There were nine “official” teams but there
were also other people here and there who were entering into the spirit
by conducting their own counts. Top twitchers were spread round the
teams to prevent the formation of a team of *super twitchers ‘. The
venue for dinner after the event was well received but being the busiest
time of day at the eating house, presentation of prizes in any sane
manner was impossible.

Participants were required to visit three nominated sites but otherwise
were free to go anywhere.

The three nominated sites were:-

Herdsman Lake: (H) with both shallow and deep water, large
areas of bulrush (Typha sp), parkland and
lawns, weeds and grass and eucalypt saplings,
farmland, paperbarks and Flooded Gums.
(W) sandspit and rocky groyne, low coastal
vegetation, beach.

(V) open forest of Marri, Jarrah and Wandoo
with farmland borders.

Woodman Point:

Helena Valley:

Species recorded at the three nominated sites, H, W and V were: -

Great Crested Grebe H  SilverGull HW
Hoary-headed Grebe H  Caspian Tem w
Australasian Grebe H  Crested Tem w
Australian Pelican H  Feral Pidgeon wVv
Australasian Gannet W Spotted Turtle Dove w
Pied Cormorant W Laughing Tunle Dove HW
Liunle Pied Cormorant HW  Galah \'AY
Great Cormorant HW  Rainbow Lorikeet H
Liule Black Cormorant H  Red-capped Parrot v
White-faced Heron H  Pon Lincoln Ringneck v
Great Egret H  Horsefield's Bronze-Cuckoo v
Little Bittem H  Shining Bronze-Cuckoo \Y
Straw-necked Ibis H  Laughing Kookaburra v
Black Swan H = Sacred Kingfisher v
Australian Shelduck H  Rainbow Bee-eater wVv
Pacific Black Duck HV  Welcome Swallow HwWV
Meallard H

Tree Martin H
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Grey Teal H  Richard's Pipit HwWYV
Australasian Shoveler H  Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikerH WV
Hardhead H  Scarlet Robin HV
Maned Duck V  Rufous Whistler HWV
Blue-billed Duck H  Grey Shrike-trush HV
Musk Duck H  Grey Fantail VA
Brown Goosehawk W Willie Wagtail HV
Liule Eagle V  Clamorous Reed-warbler H
Marsh Harrier H  Linle Grassbird H
Australian Kestrel V  Splendid Fairy-wren wv
Dusky Moorhen H  Variegated Fairy-wren Hv
Purple Swamphen H  Red Winged Fairy-wren HV
Eurasian Coot H  Weebill wVv
Pied Oystercatcher W Westem Gerygone wv
Sooty Oystercatcher W Inland Thombill v
Grey Plover H  Western Thombill \4
Black-fronted Plover H  Yellow-rumped Thombill v
Large Sand Plover W Red Wattlebird HYV
Red-capped Plover W  Singing Honeyeater H
Black-winged Stilt H  White-napped Honeyeater \%
Ruddy Tumstone W Brown Honeyeater Hv
Whimbrel W New Holland Honeyeater v
Wood Sandpiper H  Westem Spinebill v
Grey-tailed Tattler W Spotted Paralote v
Common Sandpiper W  Striated Paralote wv
Bar-tailed Godwit W Silvereye HWV
Red Knot W Red-broed Firetail v
Great Knot W Chesmut-breasted Mannikin H
Red-necked Stint W Australian Magpie-lark HV
Curlew Sanpiper W Dusky Woodswallow w
Sanderling W  Grey Butcher Bird A A
Arctic Jaeger W Australian Magpie HwWYV

Australian Raven HWYV

Overall Winners: David James, Bryony Fremlin, John & Helen Start
(112) species)

Most species at Herdsman Lake: Allan & Rose Jones, Joy Fleay, Clare
Mercer, Mandy Bamford (37species)

Most species at Woodman Point: Barbara Hale, Ros Denny, Frieda
Jacobs, Nora Brockman (34 species)

Most species at Helena Valley: The Jones team (35 species)

The overall winners won a telescope as a perpetual trophy which
will be inscribed with their names. The names of the winning teams
from the past years will be added.

‘Best’ sightings: Little Bittern (Bill Mac Roberts & Chris, an
English visitor). Long-toed Stint and Gull-billed Tern (John Hansen,
Peel Howden, David Fisher, Johnathan Rippey).

*Stingiest’ record: Hard to judge but awarded to Bill MacRobert's
team for almost marking Bourke's Parrot on the card instead of Elegant
Parrot.

Prizes of car stickers, National Park checklist cards etc were
liberally dispensed to these winners.

During the twelve hours 157 species were identified with three
teams sighting more than 100 species. The average was (a very good)
91 species per team. Other interesting highlights were two Cattle Egrets
at Lake Joondalup, Little Bittern and Wood Sandpiper at Herdsman
Lake, Osprey, White-bellied Sea Eagle, Gull-billed Tern and Eastern
Curlew at Peel Inlet/Mandurah, Large Sandplover, both species of
knot, Whimbrel and 3540 Sanderlings at Woodman Point. White-
browed Babbler, Restless Flycatcher and Mulga Parrot between
Beverley and Perth. Only two teams recorded Golden Whistler, one
team Black-shouldered Kite and one team White-fronted Chat.

L. Standring

WOODANILLING - 14-15 Nov 1987

As news of the immensely successful 1983 and 1984 Spring
Campouts to this area had spread far and wide, it was not surprising that
this return visit saw more than twenty people with eager expectations
set up camp on the Woodanilling Sportsground. Several members of
the Central South Naturalists Club joined us.

Again Ray Garstone's energetic leadership, local knowledge and
nest- finding skills were at their best - of 56 species recorded, at least




33 were seen at nest sites or feeding young.

Among the adult birds seen sitting on nests were a Collared
Sparrowhawk, a Brown Goshawk, Common Bronzewings, White-
winged Trillers, Golden Whistlers, Rufous Whistlers and Restless
Flycatchers. We were intrigued by the small neat nests characteristic
of Jacky Winters, Varied Sittellas and Grey Fantails. The observation
of three well-concealed nests of Western Gerygones and a
Mistletoebird’s nest were an added fascination. Nests of the Scarlet,
Red-capped and Western Yellow Robins were also noted and a fluffy
white chick could be seen high up on a Little Eagle’s nest in a Morrel
tree. All of the above were seen in the Wandoo Woodland on the local
golfcourse, which is also a favorite haunt of Regent Parrots.

On Sunday we drove out to a reserve on Bibiking Road and saw a
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren’s nest with one chick in it. Calamanthus
were also heard and seen here in the low shrubs.

Undoubtedly the most unusual sighting was that of a white
plumaged Black-faced Woodswallow (a mutation), which was flying
in the company of others of the species. This bird had been observed by
alocal farmer’s wife in the Cartmeticup Road area and we were amazed
to watch it as its striking white plumage contrasted with its dark eye and
pale blue bill. All saw it so there was not a sceptic left to question the
extraordinary phenomenon!

On the return to Perth some broke the journey at the old bridge in
Williams and found a profusion of birds, including a Restless
Flycatcher on its nest in the pine tree above the picnic tables. Just
another weekend’s birding!

D. Beckingham

Lake Forrestdale — 10 January 1988

About 15 people gathered at Moore Street on the northern side of
Lake Forrestdale at 8am to meet excursion leader David James. The
water level in the lake was such as to provide extensive muddy
shallows, commencing at the fringing Typha stands. We were
immediately impressed by the large numbers of ducks present
(estimated by David at 6,000), which included good numbers of Pink-
eared Duck and Australasian Shovelers as well as abundant Pacific
Black Duck and Grey Teal. Many Black-winged Stilt were feeding in
the shallows and we obtained excellent view of Red-necked Avocet.

David lead us along the northersn shore of the lake where several
Crakes were seen moving about along the edge of the Typha. We were
treated to the sight of Spotless, Australian and Baillon’s Crakes all
visible together, virtually within the field of view of a pair of
binoculars!

Seven species of trans-equatorial migratory waders were observed
on the mudflats. These included about 20 Wood Sandpipers and three
Long-toed Stints. Good views were also to be had of Sharp-tailed and
Curlew Sandpipers. Many Red-capped Plovers were present.

Walking along the muddy shoreline of the lake proved an
interesting experience, with several members achieving intimate
contact with the lake surface! '

After a short break we moved to the western side of the lake to view
the big groups of ducks resting there and several Marsh Sandpipers
were also observed.

An impressive tally of 34 species of waterbirds was observed
during the excursion. Later in the day David revisited the lake to
complete a waterbird count and added Yellow-billed Spoonbill and
Rufous Night-Heron, taking the total to 36 species. The number of
individuals was over 11,000. This was a most interesting day, due to
the abundance of birdlife on this important reserve and David's
intimate knowledge of the lake and its birds. Our thanks go to David
for so ably leading the group.

P. Wilmot

PUBLICATIONS

YOU CAN BUY THE FOLLOWING ITEMS at the RAOU Office,
Room 218, first floor, 15 Ogilvie Rd, Canning Bridge 6153, W.A.
Don’tforget to add the cost of postage and packing if you are not calling
to pick up purchases. Items are usually available for purchase at RAOU
meetings and excursions.

This arrangement provides a service for members and much needed
funds for the Group.

* The Atlas of Australian Birds $49
(produced by the RAQU: shows distribution
ofbird species)
*  overlays for the Atlas $6
*  Methods for Censusing Birds in Australia-1982 $5
(produced by the WA Group, RAQU)
* Report of the Middlesex Study Centre $5
* WA Bird Report 1982 35
* A Pocket List of Australian Birds 70c
(a handy checklist; produced by Canberra
Omithologists Group)
RAOU check list of Birds of WA $1 for 10
* A Field Guide to the Birds of Australia, $19
by G. Pizzey (1985 reprint, paperback; small format) $19
* The Birds of Australia, by Simpson & Day $30
(1984, large format; text and plate facing each other)
* Every Australian Bird Nlustrated $22
(large format; 563 colour photos)
* In Quest of Bower Birds, by N. Chaffer $26

(large format; text and photographs of all species)

* A Field Guide to the Birds of WA
by Storr & Johstone $15
(WA Museum 1985 edition; solely birds of WA)

* The Birdlife of Rottnest Island,

by Saunders and de Rebeira $8

(1985; text; colour plates; maps)
* Eyre Bird Observatory: Report 1981-83 $5

"* RAOU Calendar 1988 $10

* Bird-call tapes $10

(3 choices; mostly WA birds; anmounced version)
*  Western Australian Bird Notes ‘ $2 per issue
* New Colour Guide to Hong Kong Birds

by Viney & Phillips $13
*  Shorebirds, by Hayman, Marchant & Prater $49
* The Slater Field Guide to Australian Birds $28
* The Great Australian Birdfinder by Michael Morecombe  $55
* Shorebirds in Australia, Brett Lane $45
* Birdlife of Murdoch, ed. B.D. Porter 85
* Birds of Australia Logbook, Simpson & Day $11
* The Shorebirds of Australia, Nat. Photo. Index $60
* The Seabirds of Australia, Nat. Photo Index $55

If you have suggestions for titles that we could obtain, please give
details to the WA Office. Please bear in mind that the W A Group is
reluctant to spend money on bird books that do not sell readily.

Also, few local publishers or distributors are prepared to offer a
discount on bird books. Consequently our choices are rather limited.

Other Items for Sale (bold u/l case)

RAOU Emu badges $3
RAOU ties (Navy blue or maroon) $15
Rottnest badges $2
Cards, packs of 8 $5
Key rings - in box $4
unboxed $3.50
Car stickers $1.50

How to Attract Birds to a W.A. Garden 50c (or $1 posted)
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Videos for hire from RAOU office

The Language of Birds World of Birds Osprey
Short-eared Owl Seabirds

The Masterbuilders The Petersfinger Cuckoos
Kingdom of The Lyrebird The Secret Reeds

COST $5 each plus postage

ADVICE FOR

CONTRIBUTORS

The Editor of WA Bird Notes would like to ask thosecontributing
written material for publication, to note thefollowing points:

* copy concerning Western Australian birds may be published
copy will not normally be considered in respect of bird
sightings etc. outside W.A.

* copy should be typed or legibly written with double spacing.

* text should be paragraphed, preferably containing not more
than four or five sentences;

* careful attention ought to be given to use of upper and lower
case letters: e.g. ‘a flock of unidentified cormorants*, or ‘a flock
of Great Cormorants®.

* a suggested method for recording dates and localities is, e.g.

‘11 May 1984, seven km SW of Moora' (i.e. spell out one to
nine, then use figures).

* use the RAOU recommended English names for Australian
birds: these are given in a pocket list available at the W A Office.

DEADLINE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS
22 April, 1988

COMING

EVENTS

EXCURSIONS are usually held on the second weekend of the
month on either the Saturday or Sunday. Some of the 1988 excursions
will be to National Parks. The RAOU and CALM have agreed upon a
National Parks project whereby individuals and/or groups are asked to
compile a bird list each time a National Park is visited. Any members
willing to show beginners (members of the public, juniors, new club
members) around their metropolitan bird site please contact lan
Standring on 387 7326 (home).

Have country members any suggestions for outings in their areas?

MEETINGS are generally held on the fourth Monday in the month.
(NB There will be no meeting in April but two in May- 2 and 30.

Monday 28 March - Meeting

Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre: 8 pm

Topic, “Banding” Perry de Rebeira

Saturday 9 April - Day excursion

Avon Valley National Park

The National Park is now bigger than formerly as areas of land have
been added. Marri and Jarrah with patches of Wandoo. Moderate walks
with a steep and strenuous return climb from the river bed for those who
explore the birdlife there. Some parts of the Park are little known.
Meet at 8.30 am in Morangup Road (formerly Fergus Road) which is
the main turnoff to the National Park from Toodyay Road about 5 km
passed Bailup (travelling from Perth). Well signposted.

Sunday 17 April - Half day excursion

Metro walk, beginners outing. Meet at Hawkins Park on the western
wide of Lake Joondalup at 2 pm
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Monday 2 May - Meeting:

Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre: 8 pm

“Amateur Research, how, what and where”. Various members will
discuss how to undertake personal research, what there is to do and its
publication. Also Eric McCrumb of the WA Gould League will tell us
something about the work of the Gould League.

Saturday 7 May - Half day excursion

Kelmscott Scarp. Open forest of Marri and Jarrah with understorey of
Acacia sp. etc in a transition area between scarp and plain. Easy to
moderate walks. Meet at 8.30 am in Mills Road East, Martin, about 2.2
km along this road after the tumoff from the Beechboro Gosnells
Highway. There is a quarry on the right. If you pass the overhead power
lines, or further on, Cohunu Wild Life Park, you have gone too far.
Leader: Greg Marston

Saturday 21-Monday 23 May - Campout

Billycatting Nature Reserve and Mt Stevens.

Billycatting is in the Kununoppin-Mukinbudin area. Interesting drier-
country birds. Self sufficient camping. For further details on directions,
meeting times etc. Phone Diane Beckingham, 381 9035 weekdays 5 pm
to 8 pm.

Monday 30 May - Meeting

Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre 8 pm

Birding round Australia, a zoo-geographical view. John Hansen will
talk about his recent trip across the top of Australia and discuss the
various habitats and their bird life.

Sunday 12 June - Day excursion

Rottnest Island

Seabirds on outward and return journeys: seabird watching from the
cliffs on the Island. If seabirds are few we shall look at the salt lakes,
golf course, etc. Check ferry departure times and fares closer to date.
Leader: Steve Keeling

Monday 27 June - Meeting

Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre 8 pm _

“Yanchep Banding Programme Results™ Geoff Shannon will present
some of the results of the first six years of the banding project carried
out in the Yanchep National Park.

Future Activities - Subject to confirmation

July 10 - Excursion - Bird banding, Yanchep National Park

July 25 - Meeting - Topic: probably Seabirds

August 13-14 - Excursion - Seabirds

August 22 -Meeting: Topic: Birds of the Arid Zones. Peter Curry

September 10-11 - Excursion

September 24-October 1- Campout: Nallan Station. Contact Ian
Standring, Ph. 387 7326 (h) for details.

September 26 - Meeting - Topic: Journal Club

October 8-9 Excursion

October 24 - Meeting - Topic: Penguin Island and its birdlife.
Speaker, Nick Dunlop

November 12-13 - Excursion - Peel Inlet %?

November 26-27 - Excursion - Gingin Shire wetlands

November 28 - Meeting - Topic: Travellers’ Tales

December 10 - Social Evening
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FALCON TOURS

SPECIALIST IN BIRD TOURS
THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA

Small Group Tours to:

Mitchell Plateau . Bungle Bungle . Darwin - Caims
Iron Range - Lakefield National Park . Atherton
Tablelands . Nullabor . South West
Send for Brochure

38 Pether Road, Manning, Perth. W.A. 6152. 09 450 2460

TOUR GUIDE

Tour Code F.T.10

KIMBERLEY - MITCHELL PLATEAU TOUR 14 days
Broome - Fitzroy Crossing - Camballin - Geikie Gorge - Private
Gorge - Drysdale River - Mitchell Plateau - Kununurra.

Tour Code F.T.20
BUNGLE BUNGLE TOUR 14 days

Kununurra - Piccaninny Creek - Wolfe Crater - Sturt Creek - Lake
Argyle - Keep River National Park - Kununurra.

Tour Code F.T.22
ACROSS THE TOP. DARWIN - CAIRNS

Darwin - Obin Rock - Jim Jim Falls - Muirella Edith Falls -
Borroloola - Westmoreland - Lawn Hill National Park - Leichardt
River - Normanton River - Georgetown Lake Eacham - Caims.

21 days

Tour Code F.T.23
CAPE YORK - IRON RANGE-
LAKEFIELD NATIONAL PARK 14 days

Iron Range - Rokeby Croll National Park - Lakefield National Park -
Lake Eacham - Caims.

Tour Code F.T.26
NULLABOR - BIRD OBSERVATORY 14 days

Perth - Dragon Rocks - Peak Charles - Islands of the Recherche -
Cape Le Grande - Balladonia - Nullabor - Eyre Bird Observatory -
Newman Rocks - McDemmid Rock - Dryandra - Perth.

Tour Code F.T.30
THE SOUTH WEST 14 days

Perth - Dryandra - Stirling Range - Albany - Pemberton - Prevelly
Park - Dwellingup - Perth.

Tour Code F.T.30
PHOTOGRAPHIC TOUR
WITH MICHAEL MORCOMBE
Perth - Dryandra - Toolibin - Perth

7 days

Coates Wildlife Tours

You are invited to share the
companionship of other enthusiasts or
our wildlife tours for 1988

Spawning of the Coral - Coral Bay
10 - 15 March 1988 « Cost: $ 375

Abrolhos Islands
26 - 27 March 1988 « Cost: $ 233

Broome - Cape Leveque
1 -10 April 1988 « Cost $ 556

Sale River - Prince Regent River Expedition
9 - 19 June 1988 « Cost: $ 1647

Kimberley Birdwatching
21 June - 1 July 1988 ¢ Cost: $ 598

Kimberley - Kakadu National Park
5-25or 31 July 1988 - Cost: $ 1280

Hamersley Range - Pilbara
23 Aug - 5 Sept 1988 « Cost: $810

South West Orchid Tour
17 - 23 Sept 1988 « Cost: $ 588

Dryandra - Murray River - Peel Inlet
1-3 Oct 1988 » Cost: $ 148

Blackwood River Valley
11- 14 Oct 1988 « Cost $ 228

Fitzgerald - Cape Le Grand National Park
18 - 26 Oct 1988 « Cost: $ 518

Wongon Hills Wildflower
12 - 13 Nov 1988 « Cost: $ 125

For further information or brochure contact:
Kevin Coate
21 Acanthus Road, Willeton WA 6155
Tel: 457 1515




