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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BIRD NOTES 

E d i t o r :  Graeme Chapman Number 1 7 ,  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 1  

MEETINGS 

The Annual  Mee t ing  t h i s  y e a r  w a s  h e l d  a t  t h e  Pinewood Lodge,  
Maida V a l e  wh ich  p roved  t o  b e  a n  e x c e l l e n t  venue .  S i x t y  o n e  members a n d  
f r i e n d s  j o i n e d  i n  a b u f f e t  d i n n e r  and  t h e  e n s u i n g  m e e t i n g  e l e c t e d  a new 
commi t t ee  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  S t e p h e n  D a v i e s  ( C h a i r m a n ) ,  Dom S e r v e n t y  ( V i c e  
C h a i r m a n ) ,  J o a n  Seabrook  ( S e c r e t a r y ) ,  A r t h u r  F e w s t e r  ( T r e a s u r e r ) ,  G r a e m e  
Chapman, J e remy  T a l b o t  a n d  Doug Watk ins .  The h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g  
w a s  p r e s e n t e d  by B e r t  a n d  Babs Wells. E n t i t l e d  " t h e  Wild West" t h i s  
s p e c t a c u l a r  a u d i o - v i s u a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  f o u r  p r o j e c t o r s  
and  a v a s t  a r r a y  o f  a n c i l l a r y  g e a r ,  d e l i g h t e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  a f a s t  
moving panorama o f  Western  A u s t r a l i a n  w i l d l i f e .  To t h o s e  r e g u l a r s  o f  
p a s t  y e a r s  whose a b s e n c e  was n o t i c e a b l e  - bad  l u c k ,  you m i s s e d  o u t  o n  a 
memorable e v e n i n g .  

The n e x t  q u a r t e r l y  m e e t i n g  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  Cygnet  H a l l ,  H a c k e t t  
D r i v e ,  Crawley  a t  8.00 pm o n  3 0 t h  March. Boyd Wykes o f  W.A.I.T. w i l l  
speak  on t h e  Helmeted H o n e y e a t e r .  

A l s o  a t  t h i s  m e e t i n g  we p r o p o s e  t o  d i s c u s s  a n d  announce  d e t a i l s  o f  
t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  local e x c u r s i o n s  w h i c h ,  i f  t h e y  r e c e i v e  t h e  s u p p o r t  w e  
e x p e c t ,  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  e v e r y  month i n  areas w i t h i n  e a s y  r e a c h  o f  P e r t h .  

EXCURSIONS 

The f i r s t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  o u t i n g s  f o r  1 9 8 1  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  o n  S a t u r d a y  
March 7 t h  when w e  s h a l l  h a v e  a l o o k  a t  f o r e s t  b i r d s  n e a r  P i c k e r i n g  Brook.  
Meet a t  t h e  Mundaring W e i r  Lookout  ( s o u t h  s i d e )  a t  8 .000000 am. Leade r :  
G r a e m e  Chapman. 

T h i s  w i l l  b e  a  morn ing  o u t i n g  o n l y .  P r o v i d e d  l o c a l  o u t i n g s  are 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  . w e l l  a t t e n d e d ,  w e  hope  t o  r u n  them m o n t h l y ,  e a c h  l e d  by  a n  
e x p e r i e n c e d  o r n i t h o l o g i s t  a n d  t h e  v e n u e s  c h o s e n  s o  as t o  c o v e r  t h e  r a n g e  o f  
h a b i t a t s  w i t h i n  e a s y  r e a c h  o f  P e r t h .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  b e g i n n e r s  w i l l  b e  welcome 
t o  t h e s e  o u t i n g s  and  we hope  t o  e n c o u r a g e  newcomers t o  t h e  W.A. Group t o  
j o i n  i n  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s .  

OBSERVATIONS 

G r e a t  C r e s t e d  Grebes  h a v e  moved i n t o  t h e  P e r t h  ( a n d  p r e s u m a b l y  o t h e r  p l a c e s )  
area t h i s  s e a s o n  a n d  c a n  b e  s e e n  e a s i l y  on  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  l a k e s  
where  t h e y  have  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  n e s t i n g .  Lake Monger i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i s  a n  
e x c e l l e n t  s p o t  t o  see t h i s  a t t r a c t i v e ,  a n d  a c t i v e !  s p e c i e s .  Around t h e  i s l a n d  
a t  t h e  s o u t h - w e s t e r n  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  l a k e ,  s e v e r a l  p a i r s  are n e s t i n g  and  o n e  n e s t  
c a n  b e  wa tched  e a s i l y  f rom t h e  g r a s s y  v e r g e .  The q u e s t i o n  h a s  been  p o s e d  o f  
where  t h e s e  b i r d s  h a v e  come f rom,  t h e  e a s t e r n  s t a t e s  b e i n g  t h e  mos t  l i k e l y  g u e s s .  
R e p o r t s  o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b r e e d i n g  r e c o r d s ,  f rom o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  
W.A.  would b e  most  welcome. 



-- 

White-fronted Honeyeaters were seen i n  the  Mukinbudin a rea  i n  the  l a s t  
week of January undergoing a very large-sca le  souther ly  movement. Mainly 
immature b i r d s  with d u l l  brown, spo t ty  b i b s ,  they were following t r e e l i n e s  
between the  wheat paddocks, along roadways and vegetated c r e s t s  of  
r idges  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y ) .  Severa l  counts revealed a r a t e  of approx. 50 per  
minute always heading south. This  f i g u r e  adds up t o  many thousands pe r  
day a t  a given p lace:  I n  October 1970, I saw a very s i m i l a r  movement of 
the  same species  and on t h a t  occasion I est imated 20,000 b i r d s  passed 
through i n  t h e  day. The quest ion a r i s e s  of  course,  where from? and where t o ?  

Af ter  the  bumper season j u s t  experienced i n  so  much of the  mulga zone 
i n  the  p a s t  s i x  months it needs l i t t l e  imagination t o  p r e d i c t  where they 
have come from. Presumably t h e  b i r d s  a r e  t r a v e l l i n g  south i n  search  of 
food and no doubt w i l l  s t o p  when they f i n d  flowering shrubs,  which a t  t h i s  
t.ime of  year a f t e r  our  dry season i n  t h e  south-west, won't  be f a r  s h o r t  of 
the  south c o a s t .  This  note i s  p r in ted  t o  a l e r t  you t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  the  
hope t h a t  someone may make o the r  observations f u r t h e r  south;  however 
c i r cums tan t i a l  they w i l l  a l l  he lp  i n  t r a c i n g  t h e  movement of  these  b i r d s .  
Areas around Southern Cross and Merredin have had recen t  heavy r a i n  b u t  a t  
t h i s  time of yea r ,  it i s  unl ike ly  t h a t  many p l a n t s  w i l l  flower soon enough 
t o  be an a t t r a c t i o n .  

Other spec ies  such a s  Crimson Chats and Masked Woodswallows a r e  
a l s o  moving i n t o  the  wheatbelt t h i s  season and t r i p s  t o  the  north-eastern 
f r i n g e  of  t h e  c leared  a reas  w i l l  probably reward you with the  odd Pied 
Honeyeater e t c .  a s  well  a s  the  more usual  nomadic species .  

--SYSTEM SIX ATLAS 

Those a t l a s s e r s  who a r e  keen t o  g e t  o u t  not  too f a r  from Per th  and 
help i n  the  l o c a l  b i r d  a t l a s  a r e  reminded t h a t  the  l o c a l  organiser  i s  

Doug Watkins 
55, Northampton S t r e e t ,  
Eas t  Vic to r i a  Park, 6101 

'phone 361 3453 

NIGHT HERONS ON THE INCREASE? 

Vaughan Knapp w r i t e s  from Austral ind t h a t  t h e r e  appears t o  be changes 
i n  t h e  n igh t  heron/egret numbers a t  the  nes t ing  rookery on nearby Leschenault 
Estuary . 

This breeding season (1980-81) t h e  populat ion of Night Herons, formerly 
only about 30 i n  number, has increased t o  approx. 200 and they have extended 
t h e i r  nes t ing  period.  Conversely, the  White Egre ts  have decl ined t h i s  
season. Several  years  ago, t h e r e  were approx. 15 p a i r s  nes t ing  which b u i l t  up 
t o  a peak of  about 50 p a i r s  i n  1979-80, when they continued nes t ing  u n t i l  March. 
This season, the re  a r e  only 15-20 p a i r s  and they s t a r t e d  nes t ing  very l a t e  
and had well-grown young i n  the  n e s t s  i n  l a t e  January. 

He suggests  t h a t  perhaps another  White Egret  rookery has sprung up elsewhere 
i n  the  d i s t r i c t .  

We would welcome comments from any member who can add t o  t h i s  information. 


