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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of the bird surveys component of the Perth Biodiversity Project is to undertake 
an inventory of the bird species of selected reserves vested in local governments in the Perth 
Metropolitan Region. It also aims, where possible, to link bird survey information with 
management and conservation strategies and to help raise awareness of local biodiversity 
assets among participating councils. 

Three rounds of bird surveys have been conducted over the period 2002-2006. This report 
provides a summary of the results of the third round of the project and detailed site reports for 
each of the sites surveyed in the period 2005-2006.  

A total of 43 sites from 19 local government reserves were surveyed in Round 3. Sites ranged 
in size from 0.78 ha to 68 ha and covered a range of habitat types, including bushland, 
wetlands, riparian and coastal areas. Each site was surveyed for one year. Reserves were 
surveyed monthly by volunteer observers, largely – but not wholly – members of Birds 
Australia WA. Most surveys were conducted by individual birdwatchers or very small groups 
of observers who alternated bimonthly over the survey period.  

One hundred and forty three volunteers have contributed 500 surveys in Round Three of this 
project. A total of 136 bird species were recorded, of which 43 (>30%) are considered to be 
significant in conservation terms. The ten most commonly recorded bird species are habitat 
generalists that favour urban expansion and urban parklands and gardens. Two cockatoo 
species currently listed as threatened under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950, and a third 
that is nominated for listing, have been recorded at significant numbers of local government 
reserves. Significant species recorded include water birds, raptors, pigeons and parrots among 
the non-passerines (non-perching birds). Significant passerines include declining small 
insectivorous species such as fairy-wrens, robins, thornbills and whistlers, together with 
honeyeaters, woodswallows and some larger birds such as Grey Currawong.  

For each site, a comprehensive bird species list and summary of bird survey information has 
been compiled and formatted into printed and electronic form. In addition, full survey data 
and metadata files will be available to local governments in electronic form.  

During the three rounds of the Perth Biodiversity Project bird surveys project, a considerable 
body of bird survey information has been generated for a number of local government 
reserves in 21 Local Government Authorities. This information will be freely available to 
local government, bird observers, community groups and government and non-government 
agencies and provides useful baseline information on one valuable component of local reserve 
fauna.  
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INTRODUCTION 

The Perth Biodiversity Project (PBP) was initially conceptualised by the Western Australian 
Local Government Association (the Association), the Federal Bushcare Program and leading 
Perth Local Governments, who recognised the need to encourage Local Governments to 
become more involved in bushcare and biodiversity conservation.  

The PBP initiative assists those Local Governments in the Perth Metropolitan Region and the 
Shire of Chittering plan a future for local bushland, wetlands and other natural areas. The 
project is delivered by the Association in partnership with 30 Local Governments, the 
Australian Government, the Swan Catchment Council, the Sate Government of Western 
Australia and a number of other agencies and non-government organisations, including Birds 
Australia WA.  

The bird surveys component of the PBP was initiated by PBP staff at the WA Local 
Government Association and evolved in a process of consultation and collaboration with 
Birds Australia WA. The purpose of this component project of the PBP was to undertake an 
inventory of the bird species of selected reserves vested in local councils and, where possible, 
link bird species information with management and conservation strategies. It also aimed to 
help raise awareness of biodiversity conservation among participating councils.  

Bird surveys for local government reserves in the Perth Metropolitan Region commenced 
with a first round of surveys in 2002. In August 2003, the progress of the project to date was 
reported, and included preliminary site reports on sites being surveyed at that time (Gole, 
2003). Round Two surveys commenced in October 2003 and were complete in September 
2004. Results for the first and second survey rounds were fully reported in November 2004 
(Gole 2004). Round Three surveys commenced in February 2005 and were complete by 
January 2006. This is the final round of bird surveys to be conducted under the Perth 
Biodiversity Project. This final report provides detailed survey information for each reserve 
surveyed in the third round in 2005-2006 and provides summary results for the third round 
surveys. Some brief summary information about the bird survey project overall is also 
provided.  

The intention of this final report is largely to provide comprehensive site reports to local 
government, observers and other stakeholders. More detailed survey data and metadata will 
be provided to each Local Government Authority as required, in electronic form. As with 
previous reports, it is not the intention of this report to provide detailed statistical analysis of 
survey results.  

METHODS 

Bird survey methods have remained consistent throughout the 2002-2006 project and are 
reported in detail in the first report (Gole, 2003). Minor changes were made to bird survey 
forms for the second round. The utilisation of Bush Forever’s categories of significance for 
birds on the Swan Coastal Plain remains unchanged. Throughout the project surveys have 
been conducted by volunteer observers.  

Prior to Round Three, local governments were asked to nominate local reserves to be 
surveyed for birds. A total of 85 sites were nominated. These were ranked by importance, first 
by local governments and then by Birds Australia and PBP staff, by the numbers of bird 
surveys available for each site in existing Birds Australia bird survey databases. A final 
ranking process resulted from an analysis of the geographic spread of sites for the project 
overall and the size range of proposed sites. From the final shortlist, sites were accepted into 
the survey program until the number of available observers was exhausted.  
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Individual site reports remain nearly identical with those reported and printed in August 2003 
and November 2004 (Gole 2003; 2004). Bird survey data from the Round Three surveys have 
been compiled into comprehensive species lists for bird species recorded at each survey site 
and are included here in alphabetical order as individual site reports (Part B). Site reports 
(Part B) include a summary of bird survey data such as the number of surveys and start and 
finish dates. Information on site size (in hectares), location and vegetation complex is also 
included. Only those natural areas that have been mapped for natural vegetation by the 
Department of Agriculture at a scale of 1:20 000 have been assigned Natural Area ID 
numbers. Relevant vegetation complex information has been included in individual site 
reports (Part B). Each site has been assigned to a complex as delineated by Heddle and 
summarised in Bush Forever (Government of Western Australia, 2000).  

Bird survey information includes a complete bird species list, maximum numbers of 
waterbirds recorded (where this information is available), frequency of occurrence in relation 
to the number of surveys for each site, and categories of significance for relevant species. 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follow Christidis and Boles (1994), with the exception of 
Carnaby’s (Short-billed) and Baudin’s (Long-billed) Black-Cockatoos, for which Western 
Australian common usage is followed. Comments include a brief analysis of survey results for 
each reserve, together with comments on future management where possible and relevant.  

Bush Forever has listed bird species protected under conservation acts or international 
treaties, together with those known to be declining or extinct on the Swan Coastal Plain 
(Government of Western Australia, 2000). Because the Perth Biodiversity Project includes the 
Darling Range portion of the Perth Metropolitan Region, this project has extended the Bush 
Forever concept of species’ significance to include those species when they occur in the 
Darling Range. In addition, where species are not listed by Bush Forever but are deemed 
otherwise to be of significance, they have been described as significant within this report. 
Categories of significance are as follows:  

Category 1 Bird species listed under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950. 
Category 2 Bird species listed on the Japan- and China Australia Migratory Bird 

Agreements (JAMBA & CAMBA) 
Category 3 Bird species that are habitat specialists with a reduced distribution on 

the Swan Coastal Plain. 
Category 4 Bird species that are wide-ranging with reduced populations on the 

Swan Coastal Plain, or are locally extinct.  
Category R4  Bird species listed under the Wildlife Conservation (Specially 

Protected Fauna) Notice 1999. 

RESULTS 

SITES AND SURVEYS 

Of the 31 local governments in the project region, 19 nominated local reserves for bird 
surveys and participated in Round Three of the project. This number included 18 metropolitan 
local governments and one (the Shire of Chittering) from outside the metropolitan area. 
Appendix 1 lists surveyed sites by Local Government Authority and provides summary 
comparative information for total numbers of bird species, breeding records and species of 
significance. A map showing the location of survey sites across the three rounds of the bird 
surveys project is shown in Figure 1.  

A total of 43 separate sites from 39 reserves were surveyed for birds. All sites were surveyed 
monthly for a period of one year. Sites varied in size from 0.78 ha to 68 ha. The largest 
reserve was 126.78 ha.  
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Figure 1: Bird survey sites in Local Government Authority areas in the Perth Metropolitan Region in the period 
February 2005-January 2006. 43 sites in 39 reserves were surveyed over this period.  

Two reserves were divided into two or more sites for survey purposes. These were Kraemer 
Reserve in the City of Cockburn and Trigg Regional Open Space in the City of Stirling. For 
each of these, the rationale for site separation, bird species lists and survey data are provided 
in the relevant site reports. Species numbers for the whole reserve are also included.  

All survey data were entered in the project database, an MS Access relational database 
purpose-designed for this project. Results have been extracted, collated and formatted, and 
site reports with a complete bird species list for each reserve presented in Part B of this report.  

One hundred and forty three volunteer observers contributed 500 bird surveys in Round Three 
of the project. Table 1 and Figure 2 show the number of observers participating in all survey 
rounds. Survey totals for each round are included in Table 1.  
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Table 1: summary statistics for the number of observers and local governments participating in the three rounds of 
surveys in the Perth Biodiversity Project bird surveys program 2002-2006. The table includes the total number of 
sites and reserves surveyed in each of the three rounds. Survey numbers exclude incidental species records.  

Round 1 
2002-
2003 

Round 2 
2003-
2004 

Round 3 
2005-
2006 

All 
rounds 
2002-
2006 

Reserves 39 34 39 112 
Sites 42 36 43 121 
Observers 70 93 143 191 
Number surveys 500 435 500 1435 
LGAs 10 14 19 26 
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Figure 2: Numbers of reserves, survey sites, local governments and observers across three rounds of bird surveys 
in the Perth Biodiversity Project in the period 2002-2006. Key: LGAs = Local Government Authorities 

BIRD SPECIES 
One hundred and thirty six bird species were recorded in the Round 3 surveys in local 
government reserves in the period February 2005 to January 2006. Of these, 43 are considered 
significant species under Bush Forever’s categories of significance (Government of Western 
Australia, 2000). The ten most commonly recorded birds are listed in Table 2. A list of all 
species recorded in the Round 3 survey sites, together with the number of sites at which each 
was recorded, is included in Appendix 2.  

The species recorded most commonly in the project’s bird surveys are habitat generalists 
which have benefited from urban expansion and habitat fragmentation on the Swan Coastal 
Plain (Recher, 2004). These are species commonly found in urban parks and gardens and 
open habitats. They include a number of honeyeaters and parrots, and species favouring open 
sites such as Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike and Willie Wagtail. Three species (Red Wattlebird, 
Brown Honeyeater and Australian Raven) were recorded in all survey sites. Figure 3 shows 
the distribution of Singing Honeyeater, a generalist honeyeater favouring urban gardens, 
parks and remnants and recorded in all but a very few survey sites.  
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Table 2: The ten most commonly recorded bird species in surveys of local government reserves in the period 
February 2005-January 2006, ranked in order of occurrence in project survey sites. Total number of sites = 43 

Species Name 
Number 

sites 
Red Wattlebird 43 
Brown Honeyeater 43 
Australian Raven 43 
Singing Honeyeater 41 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 39 
Silvereye 39 
Galah 38 
Australian Ringneck 38 
Magpie-lark 38 
Willie Wagtail 38 
Australian Magpie 38 

Figure 3: The distribution of Singing Honeyeater in local government reserves following three rounds of bird 
surveys in the period 2002-2006. 
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THREATENED BIRD SPECIES 

Two species recorded in the project surveys are currently listed as threatened under the WA 
State Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 and the Commonwealth Environmental Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC). These are Baudin's Black-Cockatoo and 
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo. Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo has been nominated for a higher 
category of threat (from Vulnerable to Endangered: J. Blyth, pers. comm.). A third, Forest 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo has been nominated for a change of listing under the Wildlife 
Conservation Act 1950 (from Priority 3 to Vulnerable: J. Blyth, pers. comm.). In anticipation 
of that probability, this report has adopted the appropriate category of significance for Red-
tailed Black-Cockatoo (see relevant site reports, Part B).  

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, geographically the most widespread of the three threatened 
cockatoos in the Perth Metropolitan Region, has been recorded at 15 sites in the project 
period, most of these on the Swan Coastal Plain. Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo was recorded at 
three sites, all in, or nearby, the Darling Range. Due to identification difficulties, there have 
been 8 records for White-tailed Black-Cockatoos where the birds could not be identified to 
species level.  

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo was recorded at 5 sites in the Darling Range and southern Swan 
Coastal Plain. A fourth species, Peregrine Falcon, is listed as other ‘Specially Protected 
Fauna’. This species has been recorded at 3 project sites.  

OTHER SIGNIFICANT SPECIES 

The Bush Forever program lists species protected under conservation acts or international 
treaties, together with those known to be extinct or in decline on the Swan Coastal Plain 
(Government of Western Australia, 2000). Forty three species categorised as significant using 
these criteria have been recorded in Round Three project sites. Table 3 shows the species of 
conservation significance in Round Three sites together with the categories of significance 
and the number of sites in which they have been recorded in this round.  

Figure 4 shows the distribution of Grey Shrike-thrush, a medium-sized partly insectivorous, 
partly carnivorous species known to be in decline on the Swan Coastal Plain and in 
fragmented habitats across the agricultural zone. Grey Shrike-thrush was recorded in 10 of the 
43 Round 3 project sites. Figure 4 shows the distribution of this species in all survey rounds. 
It is largely absent from heavily cleared areas of the Perth Metropolitan Area.  

Of the species known to be in decline on the Swan Coastal Plain some are common to 
abundant in fragmented landscapes of the Western Australian wheatbelt. Black-faced 
Woodswallow, a mobile insectivorous species common in open paddocks and small open 
bushland remnants and wetlands in the agricultural zone, may be further declining on the 
Swan Coastal Plain. In Round 3 of the surveys it was recorded in only two locations, one of 
these at Blackboy Ridge outside the Perth Metropolitan Area. Figure 5 shows the distribution 
of Black-faced Woodswallow in all survey rounds.  



9

Table 3: Bird species of conservation significance recorded in local government reserve sites in Round Three of 
the Perth Biodiversity Project bird surveys, February 2005-January 2006. Categories of conservation significance 
follow those designated in Bush Forever (Government of Western Australia, 2000).  

Species Name 

Number 
sites at 
which 

recorded

Conservation 
Significance 

Category 
Peregrine Falcon 3 1,4 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo 5 1,4 
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo 15 1,4 
Baudin's Black-Cockatoo 3 1,4 
White-tailed Black-Cockatoo species (not 
identified to species level) 8 1,4 
Common Sandpiper 2 2 
Blue-billed Duck 2 3 
Musk Duck 3 3 
Australasian Shoveler 3 3 
Hardhead 4 3 
Dusky Moorhen 3 3 
Common Bronzewing 20 3 
Western Rosella 3 3 
Rufous Treecreeper 1 3 
Splendid Fairy-wren 21 3 
Variegated Fairy-wren 4 3 
White-winged Fairy-wren 2 3 
White-browed Scrubwren 18 3 
Weebill 26 3 
Inland Thornbill 21 3 
Western Thornbill 12 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 22 3 
Scarlet Robin 12 3 
Varied Sittella 6 3 
Golden Whistler 9 3 
Grey Shrike-thrush 10 3 
Emu  1 4 
Nankeen Night Heron 3 4 
Square-tailed Kite 3 4 
Brown Goshawk 16 4 
Collared Sparrowhawk 12 4 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 3 4 
Little Eagle 7 4 
Brown Falcon 1 4 
Painted Button-quail  2 4 
Little Wattlebird 21 4 
Yellow-throated Miner 2 4 
White-naped Honeyeater 3 4 
New Holland Honeyeater 32 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater 27 4 
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater 2 4 
Black-faced Woodswallow 2 4 
Dusky Woodswallow 5 4 
Grey Currawong 1 4 
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Figure 4: The distribution of Grey Shrike-thrush in local government reserves following three rounds of bird 
surveys in the period 2002-2006.  

BREEDING BIRD SPECIES 

The number of breeding species recorded within the project remains low. Species recorded as 
breeding are largely highly visible bushland or parkland species such as Australian Magpie, 
Australian Raven and some waterbirds, particularly ducks and grebes. The overall paucity of 
breeding records reflects the learned specialist skills required in order to find nesting birds 
and the lack of survey time to commit to this task.  

DISCUSSION 

Site survey results for local government reserves in this project largely support what is known 
about the distribution and status of bird species in the Perth Metropolitan Region (Storr & 
Johnstone, 1988; How & Dell, 1993; Western Australian Government, 2000). The results 
show that local government reserves support a large range of bird species, many of them 
significant in conservation terms. Some of these species are relatively mobile and may be 
migratory or seasonal visitors: these birds require networks of adequately conserved and 
appropriately managed remnants of native vegetation in order to survive. Other bird species
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Figure 5: The distribution of Black-faced Woodswallow in local government reserves following three rounds of 
bird surveys in the period 2002-2006. 

are more sedentary, some wholly so, and the management issues for these species are more 
difficult. Often, the requirement is for a focus on not only maintaining the quality of particular 
remnants through appropriate management, but also of maintaining habitat links to enable 
movement between remnants. In the face of continuing urban development, the maintenance 
or creation of vegetation corridors, and maintaining the existence of large areas of bushland 
remains a considerable challenge for local government. This project provides survey 
information that will encourage local governments to see the challenge as worthwhile.  

CONCLUSION  

During this project, a considerable body of bird survey data has been generated for a number 
of local Perth metropolitan bushland and wetland reserves for which consistent and reliable 
survey information is otherwise largely not available. The provision of these survey results to 
local government provides useful baseline information on one valuable component of local 
reserve fauna. For local governments and communities, this information is essential when 
developing reserve management and conservation strategies.  

This project has successfully demonstrated that large numbers of competent observers can be 
efficiently organised to undertake reliable bird surveys over substantial periods of time. This 
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survey work represents enormous commitment on the part of volunteers and provides a 
valuable contribution towards biodiversity conservation activities in the Perth Metropolitan 
Region and the Shire of Chittering.  

The Perth Biodiversity Project bird surveys project has concluded after completing three full 
rounds of bird surveys in local government reserves in the Perth Metropolitan Region and the 
Shire of Chittering. The surveys provide a comprehensive record of the utilisation by birds of 
a large number of local government reserves over the period 2002-2006. Surveys have been 
competently executed by volunteers and relevant location and survey data are organised and 
databased in such a way that surveys can be repeated in the future. The surveys have provided 
not only the opportunity for a valuable snapshot of birds of the region in the survey period, 
but also the ability to compare at least some of the results in the future.  
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Appendix 1: Numbers of bird surveys and bird species totals, by Local Government Authority. Significant bird species categories follow those of Bush Forever (Government of Western 
Australia, 2000). Numbers of breeding species include both confirmed and possible breeding records.  

Local Government Authority Site Name  Total bird 
species 

Total 
breeding 
species 

Total 
surveys 

Total 
significant 

species 

Wetland/ 
Dampland 

Creyk Park 33 6 12 7  

Fletcher Park 43 1 11 15  City of Armadale 

Kendal Court Reserve 32 3 11 7  

Caladenia Gardens 18 0 12 4  
City of Canning 

Yagan Reserve 54 6 13 10 X 

Buckingham Reserve 45 0 12 12 X 

Kraemer Reserve  45 4 12 13 X City of Cockburn 

Redemptora Reserve 25 0 12 6  

Craigie Open Space 43 2 12 11  
City of Joondalup 

Illuka Foreshore 39 0 12 11 X 

Dudley Hartree Park 24 3 11 3  
City of Melville 

Harold Field Reserve 21 5 11 1  

City of Perth Point Fraser Wetland 30 3 12 2 X 

Baldivis Children's Forest 48 0 11 19  

Lewington Reserve 34 0 11 10  City of Rockingham 

Woodleigh Grove Reserve 32 0 10 12 X 

Davilak Reserve 15 2 11 2  
City of South Perth 

Sandon Park 42 4 12 4 X 

Careniup Swamp Reserve 66 6 12 11 X City of Stirling 

Cottonwood Crescent Bushland 24 1 10 4  
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Local Government Authority Site Name  Total bird 
species 

Total 
breeding 
species 

Total 
surveys 

Total 
significant 

species 

Wetland/ 
Dampland 

Trigg Regional Open Space 52 18 12 14  

City of Subiaco Lake Jualbup 39 6 11 6 X 

City of Swan Malaga Regional Open Space 51 7 12 11 X 

Belgrade Park 30 3 12 7  

Pinjar Park 52 0 12 17  City of Wanneroo 

Viridian Park 27 2 12 6  

Shire of Chittering Blackboy Ridge Reserve 59 7 12 20  

Crumpet Creek Reserve, Sultana to 
Hawtin Roads 37 2 12 10  

Shire of Kalamunda 

Markham St Reserve 23 4 12 3  

Black Cockatoo Reserve 50 3 10 23  
Shire of Mundaring 

Clifton Park Reserve 36 2 12 13  

Bella Cumming Reserve 30 6 12 6  
Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale 

Tonkin Street Flora Reserve 29 5 12 5  

Town of Bassendean Ashfield Flats 66 6 12 10 X 

Coastal swale (Hale Road to Empire 
Avenue) 37 1 11 8  

Roscommon Reserve 27 0 12 3  
Town of Cambridge 

Wembley Golf Complex Bushland 32 0 11 6  

Magenup Dampland 59 10 12 17 X 
Town of Kwinana 

Homestead Ridge Bushland 34 5 12 9  
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Appendix 2: Bird species recorded in local government reserves and sites, Round 3, Perth Biodiversity Project bird surveys. The total number of species excludes birds not identified to species 
level (Corella; White-tailed Black-Cockatoo; Chestnut-shouldered Fairy-wren spp.).  

Species Name No. 
reserves/sites

Bush 
Forever 
status 

Emu  1 4 

Stubble Quail 1  

Blue-billed Duck 2 3 

Musk Duck 3 3 

Black Swan 4  

Australian Shelduck 10  

Australian Wood Duck 15  

Mallard X Black Duck* 1  

Domestic Duck* 1  

Pacific Black Duck 13  

Australasian Shoveler 3 3 

Grey Teal 8  

Hardhead 4 3 

Australasian Grebe 4  

Hoary-headed Grebe 5  

Darter 6  

Little Pied Cormorant 11  

Pied Cormorant 1  

Little Black Cormorant 8  

Great Cormorant 1  

Species Name No. 
reserves/sites

Bush 
Forever 
status 

Australian Pelican 3  

White-faced Heron 8  

Little Egret 2  

White-necked Heron 4  

Great Egret 8  

Nankeen Night Heron 3 4 

Australian White Ibis 9  

Straw-necked Ibis 7  

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 6  

Osprey  1  

Black-shouldered Kite 15  

Square-tailed Kite 3 4 

Swamp Harrier 3  

Brown Goshawk 16 4 

Collared Sparrowhawk 12 4 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 3 4 

Little Eagle 7 4 

Brown Falcon 1 4 

Australian Hobby 11  

Peregrine Falcon 3 1,4 
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Species Name No. 
reserves/sites

Bush 
Forever 
status 

Nankeen Kestrel 11  

Buff-banded Rail 3  

Spotless Crake 1  

Purple Swamphen 6  

Dusky Moorhen 3 3 

Eurasian Coot 8  

Little Button-quail 1  

Painted Button-quail  2 4 

Common Sandpiper 2 2 

Pied Oystercatcher 1  

Black-winged Stilt 5  

Black-fronted Dotterel 3  

Banded Lapwing 1  

Pacific Gull 1  

Silver Gull 6  

Caspian Tern 1  

Crested Tern 3  

Rock Dove* 9  

Laughing Turtle-Dove* 36  

Spotted Turtle-Dove* 24  

Common Bronzewing 20 3 

Crested Pigeon 4  

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo 5 1,4 

Species Name No. 
reserves/sites

Bush 
Forever 
status 

Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo 16 1,4 

Baudin's Black-Cockatoo 3 1,4 

White-tailed Black-Cockatoo spp.  6 1,4 

Galah 38  

Long-billed Corella* 5  

Little Corella* 10  

Corella spp.*  10  

Rainbow Lorikeet* 25  

Purple-crowned Lorikeet 3  

Regent Parrot 7  

Western Rosella 3 3 

Australian Ringneck 38  

Red-capped Parrot 28  

Elegant Parrot 4  

Pallid Cuckoo 8  

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 7  

Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 7  

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 9  

Southern Boobook 4  

Barn Owl 2  

Tawny Frogmouth 1  

Fork-tailed Swift 1  

Laughing Kookaburra* 32  
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Species Name No. 
reserves/sites

Bush 
Forever 
status 

Sacred Kingfisher 16  

Rainbow Bee-eater 26  

Rufous Treecreeper 1 3 

Splendid Fairy-wren 21 3 

Variegated Fairy-wren 4 3 

Chestnut-shouldered Fairy Wren spp.  1  

White-winged Fairy-wren 2 3 

Spotted Pardalote 23  

Striated Pardalote 34  

White-browed Scrubwren 18 3 

Weebill 26 3 

Western Gerygone 34  

Inland Thornbill 21 3 

Western Thornbill 12 3 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 22 3 

Red Wattlebird 43  

Little Wattlebird 21 4 

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 1  

Yellow-throated Miner 2 4 

Singing Honeyeater 41  

Brown-headed Honeyeater 2  

White-naped Honeyeater 3 4 

Brown Honeyeater 43  

Species Name No. 
reserves/sites

Bush 
Forever 
status 

New Holland Honeyeater 32 4 

White-cheeked Honeyeater 27 4 

Tawny-crowned Honeyeater 2 4 

Western Spinebill 16  

White-fronted Chat 1  

Scarlet Robin 12 3 

Red-capped Robin 5  

Varied Sittella 6 3 

Golden Whistler 9 3 

Rufous Whistler 34  

Grey Shrike-thrush 10 3 

Magpie-lark 38  

Grey Fantail 31  

Willie Wagtail 38  

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 39  

White-winged Triller 1  

Black-faced Woodswallow 2 4 

Dusky Woodswallow 5 4 

Grey Butcherbird 31  

Australian Magpie 38  

Grey Currawong 1 4 

Australian Raven 43  

Richard's Pipit 4  
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Species Name No. 
reserves/sites

Bush 
Forever 
status 

Chestnut-breasted Mannikin* 1  

Mistletoebird 7  

Welcome Swallow 27  

Tree Martin  30  

Species Name No. 
reserves/sites

Bush 
Forever 
status 

Clamorous Reed-Warbler 2  

Little Grassbird 5  

Silvereye 39  

Total bird species, all reserves/sites 136
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Bird surveys in selected Perth 
metropolitan reserves:  

Round 3 survey reports 

PART B: SITE REPORTS

C.A. Gole 

May 2006 

Significant Birds of the Perth Metropolitan Region 

Bush Forever has listed bird species protected under conservation acts or international 
treaties, together with those known to be declining or extinct on the Swan Coastal Plain 
(Government of Western Australia, 2000). Because the Perth Biodiversity Project includes the 
Darling Range portion of the Perth Metropolitan Region, this project has extended the Bush 
Forever concept of species’ significance to include those species when they occur in the 
Darling Range. In addition, where species are not listed by Bush Forever but are deemed 
otherwise to be of significance, they have been described as significant within this report.  

KEY TO CATEGORIES OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Category 1 Bird species listed under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950. 

Category 2 Bird species listed on the Japan- and China Australia Migratory Bird 
Agreements (JAMBA & CAMBA) 

Category 3 Bird species that are habitat specialists with a reduced distribution on the 
Swan Coastal Plain. 

Category 4 Bird species that are wide-ranging with reduced populations on the Swan 
Coastal Plain, or are locally extinct.  

Category R4  Bird species listed under the Wildlife Conservation (Specially Protected 
Fauna) Notice 1999.  
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Site Name   

Ashfield Flats Reserve 

Site Location 
Bassendean 

Local Government Authority 
Town of Bassendean 

Area (ha) 
19.76 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Swan Complex 

Natural Area ID no: 
10593; 10581; 10584; 
10593 

Bush Forever Site no: 
214 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Black Swan   2 2 17   
Australian Shelduck   2 3 25   
Australian Wood Duck   2 2 17   
Pacific Black Duck Confirmed 10 10 83   
Grey Teal   2 3 25   
Hoary-headed Grebe   2 1 8   
Darter   4 5 42   
Little Pied Cormorant   2 7 58   
Little Black Cormorant   4 1 8   
Great Cormorant   3 1 8   
White-faced Heron   8 11 92   
White-necked Heron   1 1 8   
Great Egret   1 4 33   
Australian White Ibis   4 4 33   
Straw-necked Ibis     1 8   
Yellow-billed Spoonbill   4 5 42   
Black-shouldered Kite     4 33   
Brown Goshawk     1 8 4 
Australian Hobby     1 8   
Purple Swamphen     1 8   
Eurasian Coot   3 5 42   
Crested Tern   1 2 17   
Rock Dove*     2 17   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     10 83   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     11 92   
Galah     8 67   
Long-billed Corella     1 8   
Little Corella*     2 17   
Corella species*     1 8   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     6 50   
Australian Ringneck     12 100   
Pallid Cuckoo     3 25   
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo     2 17   
Laughing Kookaburra*     6 50   
Sacred Kingfisher   2 1 8   
Rainbow Bee-eater     2 17   
Splendid Fairy-wren Confirmed   9 75 3 
Striated Pardalote     9 75   
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

White-browed Scrubwren     1 8 3 
Weebill     1 8 3 
Western Gerygone     12 100   
Inland Thornbill     1 8 3 
Western Thornbill     3 25 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     11 92 3 
Red Wattlebird Possible   11 92   
Singing Honeyeater Confirmed   12 100   
Brown Honeyeater     11 92   
New Holland Honeyeater     2 17 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     8 67 4 
Western Spinebill     1 8   
Scarlet Robin     1 8 3 
Red-capped Robin     2 17   
Rufous Whistler Confirmed   10 83   
Magpie-lark     9 75   
Grey Fantail     11 92   
Willie Wagtail Confirmed   11 92   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     7 58   
Grey Butcherbird     10 83   
Australian Magpie     10 83   
Australian Raven     8 67   
Richard's Pipit     1 8   
Mistletoebird     7 58   
Welcome Swallow     3 25   
Tree Martin      7 58   
Clamorous Reed-Warbler     2 17   
Little Grassbird     1 8   
Silvereye     12 100   

Total = 66 Total = 6   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 10 

Observers:  
Paul Bridges, Val Humphries, Nancy Kennedy, Dot Kingston, Dallas Lynch, Susan Margaret, Jane 
Mulcock, Maurice O’Connor, Sean Van Alphen, Catherine Van Delft, Ron Van Delft.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Birds Australia national Bird Atlas database: 4 surveys, 57 species. 
Database of WA Birds: 1 survey, 42 species.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
Nil. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Ashfield Flats includes bushland, Swan River foreshore, lagoons and built drains. The bushland portion
of the reserve (11.1 ha) is a Bush Forever site. Ashfield Flats is owned by the Department of Planning 
and Infrastructure, but is vested for management with the Town of Bassendean. It includes the Main 
Drain, a storm water drain servicing nearby residential and industrial areas. A detailed concept plan 
exists that proposes removing the Main Drain and constructing stormwater vegetation swales that will 
more adequately filter drainage before it reaches the Swan River. A relatively large number of bird 
species (66) was recorded at Ashfield Flats during the survey period. Of these, almost one third (21 
species) are water dependent. All significant bird species are bushland birds, including a number of 
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small insectivorous birds now declining across the Swan Coastal Plain such as Splendid Fairy-wren, 
three thornbill species and Scarlet Robin.  
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Site Name   

Baldivis Children’s Forest 

Site Location 
Baldivis 

Local Government Authority 
City of Rockingham 

Area (ha) 
19.79 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Herdsman Complex 
Cottesloe Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
1904; 1933 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Feb 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 11 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Shelduck   4 1 9   
Black-shouldered Kite     1 9   
Whistling Kite     1 9 4 
Swamp Harrier     1 9   
Brown Goshawk     4 36 4 
Collared Sparrowhawk     1 9 4 
Common Bronzewing     3 27 3 
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo     3 27 1,4 
Galah     6 55   
Corella species*     1 9   
Regent Parrot   15 4 36   
Western Rosella     1 9 3 
Australian Ringneck     10 91   
Red-capped Parrot     10 91   
Elegant Parrot     1 9   
Fan-tailed Cuckoo     4 36   
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo     3 27   
Laughing Kookaburra*     11 100   
Rainbow Bee-eater     2 18   
Splendid Fairy-wren     7 64 3 
Spotted Pardalote     3 27   
Striated Pardalote     4 36   
White-browed Scrubwren     6 55 3 
Weebill     11 100 3 
Western Gerygone     9 82   
Inland Thornbill     5 45 3 
Western Thornbill     1 9 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     2 18 3 
Red Wattlebird     9 82   
Little Wattlebird     1 9 4 
Brown Honeyeater     4 36   
New Holland Honeyeater     7 64 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     1 9 4 
Scarlet Robin     3 27 3 
Golden Whistler     4 36 3 
Rufous Whistler     7 64   
Grey Shrike-thrush     2 18 3 
Grey Fantail     10 91   
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Willie Wagtail     1 9   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     7 64   
White-winged Triller     1 9   
Dusky Woodswallow     7 64 4 
Grey Butcherbird     3 27   
Australian Magpie     9 82   
Australian Raven     11 100   
Welcome Swallow     1 9   
Tree Martin      4 36   
Silvereye     8 73   

Total = 48 Total = 0   Surveys 
= 11   Total = 19 

Observers: Members of the Kwinana-Rockingham-Mandurah branch of the Naturalists’ Club of WA 
(Anne Goodale, Bob Goodale, Ken Stevens, Larraine Stevens, Gordon Tozer), Judith MacKinnon, 
Irene Morcombe, Michael Morcombe.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
The Baldivis Children’s Forest reserve is largely Tuart forest on old dunes. There are areas of thicker 
vegetation and some degraded and weed-infested areas. Some revegetation has been undertaken in 
these areas. The reserve and its bushland are primarily utilised as an eduction facility for school 
children learning about the bush. 

A relatively large number of bird species (48) were recorded at Baldivis Children’s Forest and of these 
19 are significant under Bush Forever’s categories of significance. These include a number of raptors 
and a relatively large number of insectivorous species such as thornbills, a fairy-wren, robin, whistler 
and Grey Shrike-thrush, all of which are in decline on the Swan Coastal Plain. The reserve adjoins 
other natural areas and, given the relatively small size of the reserve (<20 ha), it is important for the 
long-term survival of these species at this site that these links and larger areas of vegetation are 
retained. Increased weed control measures and revegetation will help to protect this vegetation.  
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Site Name   

Belgrade Park 

Site Location 
Wanneroo 

Local Government Authority 
City of Wanneroo 

Area (ha) 
4.04 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Karrakatta Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
14215 

Bush Forever Site no: 
471 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Hobby     1 8   
Rock Dove*     1 8   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     6 50   
Common Bronzewing     6 50 3 
Crested Pigeon     1 8   
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo    1 8 1,4 
Galah     6 50   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     6 50   
Australian Ringneck     12 100   
Red-capped Parrot     2 17   
Splendid Fairy-wren     2 17 3 
Striated Pardalote     1 8   
Weebill     2 17 3 
Western Gerygone     2 17   
Red Wattlebird     11 92   
Little Wattlebird     1 8 4 
Singing Honeyeater     2 17   
Brown Honeyeater     6 50   
New Holland Honeyeater     1 8 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     3 25 4 
Red-capped Robin     1 8   
Rufous Whistler     6 50   
Grey Fantail     1 8   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     2 17   
Grey Butcherbird     5 42   
Australian Magpie     8 67   
Australian Raven     1 8   
Welcome Swallow     2 17   
Tree Martin      2 17   
Silvereye     8 67   

Total = 30 Total = 3   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 7 

Observers: Eleanor Adams, Niel Adams, Paul Marty. 

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  
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Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Belgrade Park is a small (~4 ha) reserve located in Wanneroo. The reserve is a City of Wanneroo Bush 
Links program site (Bush Links is a program that endeavours to encourage the community, including 
local schools, to be involved in the care of the local bushland reserves).  

A number of more mobile species of conservation significance were recorded using Belgrade Park, 
including three species of honeyeaters and the endangered Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Four Carnaby’s 
Cockatoos were recorded in the reserve. More sedentary species utilising the reserve include Common 
Bronzewing and Splendid Fairy-wren. The fairy-wren was only recorded on two occasions and 
presumably also utilises other vegetation nearby. It is important for the long-term local survival of 
sedentary species that good vegetation links between patches of remnant vegetation are maintained.  
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Site Name   

Bella Cumming Reserve 

Site Location 
Mundijong 

Local Government Authority 
Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale 

Area (ha) 
1.92 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Forrestfield Complex 

Natural Area ID no: 
3450 

Bush Forever Site no: 
350 (part) 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Wood Duck Possible   1 8   
Collared Sparrowhawk     1 8 4 
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     1 8   
Common Bronzewing     4 33 3 
Galah Possible   4 33   
Regent Parrot     1 8   
Australian Ringneck Possible   6 50   
Red-capped Parrot Possible   10 83   
Pallid Cuckoo     1 8   
Laughing Kookaburra*     1 8   
Sacred Kingfisher Confirmed   3 25   
Spotted Pardalote     3 25   
Striated Pardalote Possible   7 58   
Weebill     2 17 3 
Western Gerygone     3 25   
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     1 8 3 
Red Wattlebird     7 58   
Singing Honeyeater     8 67   
Brown Honeyeater     9 75   
White-cheeked Honeyeater     1 8 4 
Western Spinebill     2 17   
Scarlet Robin     1 8 3 
Rufous Whistler     5 42   
Grey Fantail     7 58   
Willie Wagtail     2 17   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     2 17   
Australian Magpie     6 50   
Australian Raven     2 17   
Tree Martin      4 33   
Silvereye     2 17   

Total = 30 Total = 6   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 6 

Observers: Wynton Maddeford, Ian Rudd.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  
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Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Bella Cumming is a small (approx 2 ha) reserve in Mundijong with some connectivity to other areas of 
natural vegetation, including Manjedal Brook, an earlier Perth Biodiversity Project bird survey site. It 
is also part of a more extensive Bush Forever site that includes the Serpentine Sports Oval, also 
surveyed for birds in an earlier bird survey round (Gole, 2004). Vegetation at the reserve consists of 
woodland dominated by Jarrah Eucalyptus marginata and a number of Banksia species: Slender 
Banksia Banksia attenuata, Firestick Banksia B. menziesii and Bull Banksia B. grandis. The reserve is 
fenced and managed for conservation.  

A total of 30 bird species were recorded over the survey period. Species of conservation significance 
were recorded on a small number of occasions, suggesting that these species (e.g., Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill and Scarlet Robin) might be resident over an area larger than the reserve itself. Maintenance 
of vegetation links is probably important to the long-term local survival of these species.  



29

Site Name   

Black Cockatoo Reserve 

Site Location 
Mundaring 

Local Government Authority 
Shire of Mundaring 

Area (ha) 
33.25 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Dwellingup 2; Yarragil 1 

Natural Area ID no: 
11262 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 10 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Wood Duck     1 10   
Square-tailed Kite     1 10 4 
Brown Goshawk     1 10 4 
Wedge-tailed Eagle     1 10 4 
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     1 10   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     1 10   
Common Bronzewing     8 80 3 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo   9 6 60 1,4 
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo     1 10 1,4 
Baudin's Black-Cockatoo   2 2 20 1,4 
White-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
species   2 3 30 1,4 
Galah     10 100   
Australian Ringneck Possible   10 100   
Red-capped Parrot     10 100   
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo     1 10   
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo     1 10   
Southern Boobook Possible   1 10   
Laughing Kookaburra*     5 50   
Sacred Kingfisher     1 10   
Rufous Treecreeper     1 10 3 
Spotted Pardalote     3 30   
Striated Pardalote Confirmed   7 70   
Weebill     7 70 3 
Western Gerygone     9 90   
Inland Thornbill     5 50 3 
Western Thornbill     5 50 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     2 20 3 
Red Wattlebird     5 50   
Little Wattlebird     3 30 4 
Singing Honeyeater     1 10   
White-naped Honeyeater     1 10  4 
Brown Honeyeater     7 70   
New Holland Honeyeater     1 10 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     2 20 4 
Western Spinebill     9 90   
Scarlet Robin     6 60 3 
Varied Sittella     2 20 3 
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Golden Whistler     8 80 3 
Rufous Whistler     6 60   
Grey Shrike-thrush     3 30 3 
Magpie-lark     2 20   
Grey Fantail     7 70   
Willie Wagtail     1 10   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     5 50   
Dusky Woodswallow     1 10 4 
Grey Butcherbird     2 20   
Australian Magpie     9 90   
Grey Currawong     1 10 4 
Australian Raven     8 80   
Tree Martin      7 70   
Silvereye     6 60   

Total = 50 Total = 3  Surveys 
= 10  Total = 23 

Observers: Members of the Darling Range Branch of the Naturalists’ Club of WA (Eddy Dell, Kevn 
Griffiths, Eric McCrum, Margaret McCrum, Twink Smirthwaite, Mab Van Deth), Alyson Paull, 
Edward Paull, Henny Knight, Martin Knight, Stella Stewart-Wynne, Ted Stewart Wynne.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Black Cockatoo Reserve in Mundaring is an irregularly-shaped area abutting local housing and a 
school. A water reserve within the bushland boundaries, but not vested in local government, was 
excluded from the bird survey area. Observers recorded a number of waterbird species in this water 
reserve, however none was of conservation significance and the records were excluded from the bird 
surveys.  

Fifty species of birds were recorded using the Black Cockatoo Reserve during the survey period, 
including 23 of conservation significance. These included the three Black Cockatoos for which the 
reserve is named. Although there has been local anecdotal evidence of the cockatoos breeding here, no 
evidence of breeding was recorded by observers during the surveys. A number of significant species, 
now in decline or extinct on the Swan Coastal Plain but relatively common in the Darling Range, were 
recorded in Black Cockatoo Reserve. These include Scarlet Robin, Grey Shrike-thrush, Varied Sittella, 
Golden Whistler and Grey Currawong. The Rufous Treecreeper record may represent a dispersing 
individual bird, as the species is uncommon to rare in populated areas of the Darling Range. More 
mobile species of significance include White-naped Honeyeater and Dusky Woodswallow. The large 
number of species of conservation significance almost certainly reflects the location of the reserve in a 
matrix of housing and higher, although variable, vegetation cover.  
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Site Name   

Blackboy Ridge Reserve 

Site Location 
Chittering 

Local Government Authority 
Shire of Chittering 

Area (ha) 
64.3 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Murray 2; Williams 

Natural Area ID no: 
No information available 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Emu  Possible   1 8 4 
Australian Shelduck     1 8   
Australian Wood Duck     1 8   
Great Egret     1 8   
Black-shouldered Kite     3 25   
Brown Goshawk     1 8 4 
Collared Sparrowhawk     2 17 4 
Wedge-tailed Eagle     1 8 4 
Brown Falcon     1 8 4 
Australian Hobby Possible   3 25   
Nankeen Kestrel     6 50   
Little Button-quail     2 17   
Painted Button-quail      1 8 4 
Common Bronzewing     5 42 3 
Galah     7 58   
Western Rosella     1 8 3 
Australian Ringneck Possible   12 100   
Red-capped Parrot     11 92   
Elegant Parrot     1 8   
Pallid Cuckoo     3 25   
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo     3 25   
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo     2 17   
Southern Boobook     1 8   
Barn Owl     1 8   
Laughing Kookaburra*     7 58   
Sacred Kingfisher     2 17   
Rainbow Bee-eater     1 8   
Splendid Fairy-wren     11 92 3 
Spotted Pardalote     3 25   
Striated Pardalote     12 100   
Weebill Confirmed   12 100 3 
Western Gerygone     12 100   
Inland Thornbill     1 8 3 
Western Thornbill     9 75 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     5 42 3 
Red Wattlebird     6 50   
Little Wattlebird     1 8 4 
Singing Honeyeater     3 25   



32

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Brown-headed Honeyeater     1 8   
Brown Honeyeater     8 67   
New Holland Honeyeater     6 50 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     1 8 4 
Western Spinebill     1 8   
Scarlet Robin     1 8 3 
Red-capped Robin     1 8   
Rufous Whistler Possible   12 100   
Grey Shrike-thrush     7 58 3 
Magpie-lark     1 8   
Grey Fantail Possible   12 100   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     9 75   
Black-faced Woodswallow     2 17 4 
Dusky Woodswallow     1 8 4 
Grey Butcherbird     4 33   
Australian Magpie     12 100   
Australian Raven     10 83   
Mistletoebird     1 8   
Welcome Swallow     1 8   
Tree Martin  Confirmed   9 75   
Silvereye     9 75   

Total = 59 7  Surveys 
= 12  Total = 20 

Observers: George Agar, Pam Agar, members of the Chittering Bird Group (Penny Brooks, Helen 
Danby [dec], Tom Fern, Ann Graham, Rosanna Hindmarsh, Lynn Robinson, Boyd Martin, Katerina 
Neve, Jan Rowley, Wendy Russell, Graham Vincent, Ronda Vincent, Donna Worthington), Rob 
Mather, Sue Mather.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Birds Australia national Bird Atlas database: 3 surveys, 29 species.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
Australian Owlet-nightjar. This nightbird species is recorded only opportunistically in general bird 
surveys. On the Perth Metropolitan portion of the Swan Coastal Plain Owlet-nightjar has declined to 
local and perhaps regional extinction.  

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Blackboy Ridge Reserve in Chittering is the first non-metropolitan area reserve surveyed for birds 
under the Perth Biodiversity Project bird surveys program, representing part of a shift to a broader 
geographical focus for the project overall.  

The reserve is relatively large (~64 ha) and is comprised of a number of vegetation types, including 
Marri Corymbia calophylla forest, thickets of Parrot Bush Dryandra sessilis and Flooded Gum 
Eucalyptus rudis along parts of the creekline. Much of the reserve is Wandoo woodland (Wandoo E. 
wandoo and Powderbark Wandoo E. accedans). Approximately half of the reserve was burnt early in 
2004. 

Of the 59 bird species recorded at Blackboy Ridge Reserve, only three are water-dependent. All 20 
significant species are bushland birds. These include a number of mobile species such as raptors, 
honeyeaters and woodswallows, and more sedentary species such as three thornbills, Splendid Fairy-
wren and Scarlet Robin. Although some woodland species, such as Rufous Treecreeper and Yellow-
plumed Honeyeater were not recorded in the reserve, Blackboy Ridge appears to provide sufficient 
habitat for good numbers of bird species of conservation significance.  
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Site Name   

Buckingham Reserve 

Site Location 
Banjup 

Local Government Authority 
City of Cockburn 

Area (ha) 
8.0 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Bassendean Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
5752 

Bush Forever Site no: 
263 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Wood Duck   2 1 8   
Pacific Black Duck   6 5 42   
Grey Teal   2 3 25   
Little Pied Cormorant   1 2 17   
White-faced Heron   1 1 8   
Australian White Ibis   1 3 25   
Collared Sparrowhawk     1 8 4 
Banded Lapwing   1 1 8   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     8 67   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     3 25   
Common Bronzewing     9 75 3 
Crested Pigeon     3 25   
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo   2 1 8 1,4 
Galah     1 8   
Australian Ringneck     7 58   
Red-capped Parrot     8 67   
Fan-tailed Cuckoo     3 25   
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo     1 8   
Southern Boobook      1 8   
Laughing Kookaburra*     1 8   
Rainbow Bee-eater     4 33   
Splendid Fairy-wren     12 100 3 
White-browed Scrubwren     5 42 3 
Western Gerygone     10 83   
Inland Thornbill     12 100 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     8 67 3 
Red Wattlebird     8 67   
Little Wattlebird     5 42 4 
Singing Honeyeater     8 67   
Brown Honeyeater     7 58   
New Holland Honeyeater     12 100 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     1 8 4 
Scarlet Robin     5 42 3 
Rufous Whistler     11 92   
Grey Shrike-thrush     10 83 3 
Magpie-lark     5 42   
Grey Fantail     9 75   
Willie Wagtail     12 100   
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     3 25   
Grey Butcherbird     11 92   
Australian Magpie     6 50   
Australian Raven     10 83   
Welcome Swallow     1 8   
Tree Martin      2 17   
Silvereye     12 100   

Total = 45 Total = 0  Surveys 
= 12  Total = 12 

Observers: Lorraine Chyne, Richard Chyne, Briony Fremlin, David James.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Buckingham Reserve in Banjup is a wetland/dampland reserve approx. 8 ha in extent. Surrounding 
properties have significant amounts of native vegetation cover. On one side, the adjoining landholders 
have an incentives grant to remove the woody weed Acacia longifolia, and are revegetating a dam to 
encourage wildlife. The reserve is actively managed for conservation and is fenced to discourage 
unauthorised vehicle access.  

Over the survey period, surface water was present in wetland/dampland areas in the period from June 
to December, with water levels varying from well below capacity to capacity. During wet periods, not 
all areas of the reserve were equally accessible to observers. Of the 45 bird species recorded in the 
whole reserve, six are water-dependent; none of these is significant in conservation terms and only low 
numbers of individual waterbirds were recorded.  

A total of 12 species of significant bird species were recorded at Buckingham Reserve. A number of 
these are more mobile species, including the endangered Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, a raptor (Collared 
Sparrowhawk) and a number of honeyeaters. More sedentary significant species included Grey Shrike-
thrush and small insectivores such as Splendid Fairy-wren, Inland and Yellow-rumped Thornbills and 
Scarlet Robin.  
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Site Name   

Caladenia Gardens 

Site Location 
Canning Vale 

Local Government Authority 
City of Canning 

Area (ha) 
4.9 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Bassendean Complex- Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
7656 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Rock Dove*     1 8   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     5 42   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     4 33   
Red-capped Parrot     1 8   
Splendid Fairy-wren     7 58 3 
Red Wattlebird     1 8   
Little Wattlebird     1 8 4 
Singing Honeyeater     1 8   
Brown Honeyeater     12 100   
New Holland Honeyeater     1 8 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     10 83 4 
Rufous Whistler     1 8   
Magpie-lark     2 17   
Willie Wagtail     2 17   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     1 8   
Australian Raven     9 75   
Tree Martin      1 8   
Silvereye     1 8   

Total = 18 Total = 0   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 4 

Observers: Valerie Hemsley, Tom Spalding.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Caladenia Gardens is a small remnant of Banksia bushland named for a spider orchid (Caladenia sp) 
that is Declared Rare Flora. Immediately prior to the commencement of bird surveys, the much larger 
remnant of which it was a part was cleared for urban development. A narrow strip of planted native 
vegetation near the railway line connects this small reserve with bushland in the vicinity. During the 
period of the surveys the reserve was fenced. Phytophthora dieback disease caused by the pathogen 
Phytophthora cinnamomi is present in the bushland.  

Most bird species recorded in Caladenia Gardens are generalist species present in many suburban parks 
and gardens. However, Splendid Fairy-wren, a small insectivorous species now in decline on the Swan 
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Coastal Plain is still present in the reserve. It is not known if the existing vegetation and links to other 
remnants will be sufficient to allow the long-term survival of this species in this reserve.  
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Site Name   

Careniup Swamp Reserve 

Site Location 
Gwelup 

Local Government Authority 
City of Stirling 

Area (ha) 
7.9 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Karrakatta Complex - Central and South; Herdsman 
Complex 

Natural Area ID no: 
Not mapped 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Musk Duck   2 6 50 3 
Black Swan   4 7 58   
Australian Shelduck   20 11 92   
Australian Wood Duck   23 10 83   
Pacific Black Duck Confirmed 61 12 100   
Australasian Shoveler   3 5 42 3 
Grey Teal   9 3 25   
Hardhead   3 3 25 3 
Australasian Grebe   2 4 33   
Hoary-headed Grebe   1 2 17   
Darter   1 1 8   
Little Pied Cormorant   2 7 58   
Little Black Cormorant   3 3 25   
Australian Pelican   1 2 17   
White-faced Heron   3 4 33   
Great Egret   2 4 33   
Australian White Ibis   3 10 83   
Straw-necked Ibis   26 1 8   
Yellow-billed Spoonbill   2 2 17   
Black-shouldered Kite     3 25   
Whistling Kite     2 17 4 
Swamp Harrier   1 2 17   
Brown Goshawk     3 25 4 
Little Eagle   1 1 8 4 
Nankeen Kestrel     2 17   
Spotless Crake   1 2 17   
Purple Swamphen Confirmed 11 12 100   
Dusky Moorhen Confirmed 18 12 100 3 
Eurasian Coot Confirmed 59 12 100   
Black-winged Stilt   1 1 8   
Black-fronted Dotterel Confirmed 4 3 25   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     12 100   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     8 67   
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo   2 1 8 1,4 
Galah     3 25   
Little Corella*     1 8   
Corella species*     1 8   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     6 50   
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Ringneck     7 58   
Laughing Kookaburra*     6 50   
Rainbow Bee-eater     2 17   
Spotted Pardalote     3 25   
Striated Pardalote     10 83   
Weebill     5 42 3 
Western Gerygone     10 83   
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     1 8 3 
Red Wattlebird     9 75   
Singing Honeyeater     12 100   
Brown Honeyeater     10 83   
New Holland Honeyeater     11 92 4 
White-fronted Chat   2 1 8   
Rufous Whistler     8 67   
Magpie-lark Possible   11 92   
Grey Fantail     11 92   
Willie Wagtail     12 100   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     8 67   
Grey Butcherbird     1 8   
Australian Magpie     12 100   
Australian Raven     12 100   
Richard's Pipit     1 8   
Chestnut-breasted Mannikin*   12 3 25   
Welcome Swallow     11 92   
Tree Martin      8 67   
Clamorous Reed-Warbler   8 11 92   
Little Grassbird   4 7 58   
Silvereye     12 100   

Total = 66 Total = 6   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 11 

Observers: Paul Marty, Dorothy Van Wees, Hank Van Wees. 

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
This reserve is a wetland and dampland area adjacent to relatively new housing. Some of it was cleared 
for parkland adjacent to the development, however City of Stirling has undertaken to retain the 
remainder. The surveyed section of the reserve consists of open water and wetland/dampland 
vegetation that is quite thick in areas. Some sections are heavily weed-infested. Not all parts of the 
reserve were equally accessible to observers and there needed to be some reliance by observers on 
identification of birds by call. Only the vegetated areas designated by the City of Stirling were 
surveyed for birds: birds outside those areas, including species utilising parkland areas, were not 
recorded in surveys.  

Sixty six species of birds were recorded at the Careniup Swamp Reserve in the survey period. This was 
the equal highest number of species recorded in any reserve in the third round of the survey program. 
Of these, 28 (>42%) are water-dependent species, one of them of some conservation significance. A 
further ten species of conservation significance were recorded. These included a number of mobile 
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species including the endangered Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, and three raptors. More sedentary species 
of significance include Yellow-rumped Thornbill.  

Few small insectivorous birds of conservation significance were recorded in the reserve, although it is 
possible that if corridors were available to other remnants, this number might increase in the future. 
The high number of bird species recorded in the reserve suggests that active management of the reserve 
for conservation is worthwhile.  
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Site Name   

Clifton Park  

Site Location 
Chidlow 

Local Government Authority 
Shire of Mundaring 

Area (ha) 
3.8 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Dwellingup 4; Pindalup 

Natural Area ID no: 
11894 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Pacific Black Duck   3 3 25   
Common Bronzewing     9 75 3 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo     3 25 1,4 
White-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
species     1 8 1,4 
Galah     11 92   
Corella species*     1 8   
Western Rosella     1 8 3 
Australian Ringneck     12 100   
Red-capped Parrot     9 75   
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo     1 8   
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo     1 8   
Laughing Kookaburra*     6 50   
Sacred Kingfisher     2 17   
Splendid Fairy-wren     1 8 3 
Spotted Pardalote     2 17   
Striated Pardalote     8 67   
White-browed Scrubwren     1 8 3 
Weebill     10 83 3 
Western Gerygone     9 75   
Inland Thornbill     2 17 3 
Western Thornbill     3 25 3 
Red Wattlebird     12 100   
Little Wattlebird     5 42 4 
Yellow-throated Miner Possible   1 8 4 
Singing Honeyeater     4 33   
Brown Honeyeater     9 75   
White-cheeked Honeyeater     1 8 4 
Rufous Whistler     6 50   
Grey Shrike-thrush     2 17 3 
Magpie-lark     7 58   
Grey Fantail     11 92   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     8 67   
Grey Butcherbird     5 42   
Australian Magpie     10 83   
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Raven Possible   10 83   
Silvereye     4 33   

Total = 36 Total = 2   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 13 

Observers: Michael Brooker, Alma de Rebeira, Perry de Rebeira, Margaret Vines, Roger Vines.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Clifton Park is a small reserve located in the outer metropolitan suburb of Chidlow. The vegetation is 
largely Wandoo Eucalyptus wandoo woodland with some Jarrah E. marginata and Marri Corymbia 
calophylla overstorey. A dampland area is heavily infested with the introduced environmental weed 
Watsonia sp. The remnants of an old sports oval provide a small cleared area within the reserve. The 
whole reserve was surveyed for birds.  

From June to October (inclusive) surface water was present in the reserve. Pacific Black Duck, a 
species common in landscaped and natural wetlands, was recorded in small numbers on a number of 
occasions.  

The relatively large total of 36 bird species recorded in this reserve is almost certainly due to its 
location in an area with a relatively high degree of vegetation cover, although much of it is variable in 
extent. The thirteen species of conservation significance include two threatened species of black 
cockatoos - both Red and White-tailed Black-Cockatoo. The latter may be either Baudin’s or Carnaby’s 
Cockatoo, and was not identified to species level. Low occurrences of relatively sedentary species such 
as Splendid Fairy-wren, Inland and Yellow-rumped Thornbills and Grey Shrike-thrush suggest that 
these species may use other nearby vegetation. Yellow-throated Miner is uncommon to rare in the 
Darling Range.  

Control of the Watsonia infestation and subsequent revegetation of the dampland/wetland area and old 
cricket pitch are worthwhile management actions to improve the habitat value of this reserve.  
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Site Name   

Coastal Swales 

Hale Road to Empire Avenue 

Site Location 
Wembley 

Local Government Authority 
Town of Cambridge 

Area (ha) 
15.1 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Cottesloe Complex- Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
10831 

Bush Forever Site no: 
310 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 11 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Stubble Quail     1 9   
Black-shouldered Kite     5 45   
Brown Goshawk     3 27 4 
Peregrine Falcon     1 9 1,4 
Nankeen Kestrel     6 55   
Pacific Gull   1 1 9   
Silver Gull     6 55   
Caspian Tern     1 9   
Crested Tern     2 18   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     9 82   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     6 55   
Galah     6 55   
Long-billed Corella*    1 9   
Little Corella*    3 27   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     1 9   
Pallid Cuckoo     1 9   
Laughing Kookaburra*     1 9   
Splendid Fairy-wren     5 45 3 
Variegated Fairy-wren     6 55 3 
Chestnut-shouldered Fairy Wren 
(not identified to species level)     3 27   
White-winged Fairy-wren Possible   10 91 3 
White-browed Scrubwren     11 100 3 
Western Gerygone     2 18   
Red Wattlebird     2 18   
Singing Honeyeater     8 73   
Brown Honeyeater     8 73   
New Holland Honeyeater     2 18 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     8 73 4 
Magpie-lark     1 9   
Willie Wagtail     2 18   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     4 36   
Grey Butcherbird     1 9   
Australian Magpie     6 55   
Australian Raven     3 27   
Welcome Swallow     7 64   
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Tree Martin      2 18   
Silvereye     9 82   

Total = 37 Total = 1   Surveys 
= 11   Total = 8 

Observers: John Hansen, Myles Menz, Ryan Phillips.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
This reserve is part of a more extensive area of coastal dunes and swales that extends along this section 
of the coastline. The site is 20 ha in extent and fenced to protect it from incursions from the beach-
going public. It extends west of the West Coast Highway, south from a track that extends from an 
imaginary line drawn from the end of Hale Road to the ocean, to a track that extends from an imaginary 
line drawn from the end of Empire Avenue. During bird surveys, particular care was taken not to 
damage fragile dunal vegetation that might not easily be rehabilitated. The area from the highway to 
the high tide line was surveyed for birds.  

A relatively high number of bird species was recorded for this reserve. The number of small 
insectivorous species such as Fairy-wrens and White-browed Scrubwrens probably reflects the size of 
the continuous vegetation along this section of the coast. It is important for the future conservation of 
these species in these coastal habitats that large continuous remnants are protected from clearing along 
the coast. At least 50 introduced Little Corellas and a small number of introduced Long-billed Corellas 
were observed in the reserve, with larger numbers nearby. Only a small number of water-dependent 
species were recorded, suggesting that the site is more significant for bushbirds than for seabirds and 
shorebirds.  
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Site Name   

Cottonwood Crescent 
Bushland 

Site Location 
Dianella 

Local Government Authority 
City of Stirling 

Area (ha) 
9.0 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Karrakatta Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
11271 

Bush Forever Site no: 
43 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 10 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Little Eagle     1 10 4 
Australian Hobby     1 10   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     6 60   
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo     1 10 1,4 
Galah     1 10   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     4 40   
Australian Ringneck     1 10   
Laughing Kookaburra*     1 10   
Rainbow Bee-eater     4 40   
Spotted Pardalote     1 10   
Striated Pardalote     3 30   
Red Wattlebird Possible   10 100   
Little Wattlebird     1 10 4 
Singing Honeyeater     9 90   
Brown Honeyeater     9 90   
White-cheeked Honeyeater     4 40 4 
Magpie-lark     5 50   
Willie Wagtail     6 60   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     2 20   
Grey Butcherbird     5 50   
Australian Magpie     5 50   
Australian Raven     8 80   
Welcome Swallow     3 30   
Tree Martin      3 30   

Total = 24 Total = 1   Surveys 
= 10   Total = 4 

Observers: Max Bailey, Kate Creed, Susan Margaret.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 
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GENERAL COMMENTS 
Cottonwood Crescent Bushland is a 9 ha remnant of bushland with an active ‘Friends’ group. It is also 
a Bush Forever site. The bushland remnant within the reserve was surveyed for birds.  

Twenty four species of birds were recorded during the survey period. All species of conservation 
significance are mobile species. They include a raptor (Little Eagle), the endangered Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo, and two species of honeyeater. The reserve probably has particular value for birds in 
providing ‘stepping stones’ habitat in the urban matrix.  
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Site Name   

Craigie Open Space 

Site Location 
Craigie 

Local Government Authority 
City of Joondalup 

Area (ha) 
52.08 

Vegetation Complex 
Karrakatta Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
13125 

Bush Forever Site no: 
303 (part) 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Wood Duck     1 8   
Brown Goshawk     8 67 4 
Little Eagle     2 17 4 
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     9 75   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     2 17   
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo   5 4 33 1,4 
Galah     12 100   
Long-billed Corella*     1 8   
Little Corella*     7 58   
Corella species*     2 17   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     12 100   
Australian Ringneck     12 100   
Red-capped Parrot     1 8   
Fan-tailed Cuckoo     1 8   
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo     1 8   
Laughing Kookaburra*     8 67   
Sacred Kingfisher     1 8   
Rainbow Bee-eater     3 25   
Splendid Fairy-wren     3 25 3 
Striated Pardalote     12 100   
Weebill     12 100 3 
Western Gerygone Possible   11 92   
Inland Thornbill     3 25 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     4 33 3 
Red Wattlebird     12 100   
Little Wattlebird Possible   4 33 4 
Singing Honeyeater     8 67   
Brown Honeyeater     11 92   
New Holland Honeyeater     6 50 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     2 17 4 
Western Spinebill     3 25   
Golden Whistler     1 8 3 
Rufous Whistler     9 75   
Magpie-lark     12 100   
Grey Fantail     8 67   
Willie Wagtail     1 8   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     6 50   
Grey Butcherbird     11 92   
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Magpie     10 83   
Australian Raven     12 100   
Welcome Swallow     1 8   
Tree Martin      1 8   
Silvereye     12 100   

Total = 43 Total = 2   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 11 

Observers: Phyllis Bentley, Norah Brockman, Vivienne Dare, Claire Gerrish, Ruth Greble, Cora Keil, 
Liz Walker.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Craigie Open Space is a medium-sized (53.7 ha) bushland remnant contiguous with some other areas of 
vegetation. The reserve is actively managed for conservation and the City of Joondalup is interested in 
managing adjacent bushland to increase the reserve’s value for wildlife. The reserve is part of a much 
larger Bush Forever site that includes Hepburn Heights and Pinnaroo Cemetery. Most of the area is 
fenced. Vegetation is comprised largely of Marri Corymbia calophylla and Jarrah Eucalyptus 
marginata forest. 

A total of 43 bird species were recorded in Craigie Open Space within the survey period. Of these, 11 
are of conservation significance. These include mobile species such as Brown Goshawk, Little Eagle, 
the endangered Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo and some honeyeaters, together with more sedentary 
species such as Splendid Fairy-wren and Inland and Yellow-rumped Thornbills. Golden Whistler, a 
species now uncommon in northern areas of the Swan Coastal Plain in the Perth Metropolitan Area, 
was also recorded at the Craigie reserve. Species such as Scarlet Robin and Grey Shrike-thrush might 
be expected to occur in a remnant of this size but were not recorded in these surveys.  
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Site Name   

Creyk Park 

Site Location 
Armadale 

Local Government Authority 
City of Armadale 

Area (ha) 
2.69 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Forrestfield Complex 

Natural Area ID no: 
6355; 6388 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Brown Goshawk   1 8 4 
Nankeen Kestrel   1 8  
Laughing Turtle-Dove* Possible  11 92  
Spotted Turtle-Dove*   2 17  
Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo   1 8 1,4 
White-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
species   3 25 1,4 
Galah Confirmed  10 83  
Australian Ringneck Possible  11 92  
Red-capped Parrot   1 8  
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo   1 8  
Laughing Kookaburra* Confirmed  3 25  
Rainbow Bee-eater Possible  3 25  
Spotted Pardalote   3 25  
Striated Pardalote   4 33  
Weebill   3 25 3 
Western Gerygone   1 8  
Red Wattlebird   2 17  
Little Wattlebird   7 58 4 
Singing Honeyeater   7 58  
Brown Honeyeater   11 92  
New Holland Honeyeater Possible  12 100 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater   9 75 4 
Western Spinebill   1 8  
Rufous Whistler Possible  6 50  
Magpie-lark   8 67  
Grey Fantail   2 17  
Willie Wagtail   2 17  
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike   4 33  
Australian Magpie   8 67  
Australian Raven   5 42  
Welcome Swallow   1 8  
Tree Martin    2 17  
Silvereye   10 83  

Total = 33 Total = 7   Surveys 
= 12 Total = 7 
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Observers:   
Dan Dowsett, Suzanne Dowsett, Bill Fitzgerald, Graeme Hart.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
This small (<3 ha) reserve consists of remnant vegetation and planted areas bordering almost two sides 
of a playing field. Although 33 bird species have been recorded at Creyk Park, the bird species list is 
marked by the absence of small insectivorous species such as fairy-wrens and thornbills that are 
dependent on larger, better-connected areas of natural vegetation on the Swan Coastal Plain. A number 
of mobile bird species that are of conservation significance were recorded at the reserve. These include 
Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo and 20 White-tailed Black-Cockatoos that were not identified to species 
level - these might have been Baudin’s or Carnaby’s Cockatoos, both of which are listed as threatened 
under state legislation. In total, seven species of conservation significance were recorded at this 
reserve.  

Over the period of the surveys, observers have noted that hollows in old trees are often taken over by 
feral Honeybees. These actively compete for hollows with birds and other species that nest or roost in 
them.  
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Site Name   

Crumpet Creek Reserve  

Sultana Road to Hawtin Road 

Site Location 
Forrestfield 

Local Government Authority 
Shire of Kalamunda 

Area (ha) 
3.16 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Forrestfield Complex; Southern River 

Natural Area ID no: 
9326; 9361 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Brown Goshawk     1 8 4 
Rock Dove*     6 50   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     5 42   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     6 50   
Common Bronzewing     7 58 3 
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo     1 8 1,4 
Galah     8 67   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     3 25   
Australian Ringneck     12 100   
Red-capped Parrot     9 75   
Pallid Cuckoo     1 8   
Laughing Kookaburra*     4 33   
Rainbow Bee-eater     1 8   
Splendid Fairy-wren     3 25 3 
Spotted Pardalote Possible   3 25   
Striated Pardalote     9 75   
White-browed Scrubwren     3 25 3 
Weebill Possible   6 50 3 
Western Gerygone     5 42   
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     5 42 3 
Red Wattlebird     11 92   
Singing Honeyeater     7 58   
Brown Honeyeater     10 83   
New Holland Honeyeater     1 8 4 
Western Spinebill     2 17   
Varied Sittella     1 8 3 
Golden Whistler     1 8 3 
Rufous Whistler     5 42   
Magpie-lark     7 58   
Grey Fantail     4 33   
Willie Wagtail     1 8   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     1 8   
Grey Butcherbird     4 33   
Australian Magpie     9 75   
Australian Raven     9 75   
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Mistletoebird     3 25   
Silvereye     7 58   

Total = 37 Total = 2   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 10 

Observers: Richard King, Mike Stone.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Dell (1999). 36 species plus 10 incidental records recorded by Friends of Crumpet Creek.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
Collared Sparrowhawk, Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo, Western Rosella, Red-winged Fairy-wren, Western 
Thornbill, White-naped Honeyeater, Little Wattlebird, Scarlet Robin. The Dell (1999) survey was 
undertaken in the Darling Range section of the reserve managed for conservation by the Friends of 
Crumpet Creek. Due to the clearance of vegetation on the Swan Coastal Plain, many of these bird 
species are now more typically recorded in Darling Range habitats.  

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Crumpet Creek Reserve is a long linear reserve consisting partly of a stream that originates in 
Kalamunda in the Darling Range and flows through Forrestfield on the Swan Coastal Plain. Because of 
the logistical difficulties of surveying a long reserve over variable terrain, only the section of the 
reserve between Sultana and Brewer Roads in Forrestfield was surveyed. Only birds within survey 
boundaries were recorded, however it is likely that there is considerable movement of birds across 
these boundaries and neighbouring properties.  

A relatively high number of significant species were recorded in this section of Crumpet Creek 
Reserve, probably reflecting the proximity of the site to the Darling Range and the remnant vegetation 
and vegetation cover of adjoining properties. Signage and fencing might give the reserve a higher 
profile in the local community.  
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Site Name   

Davilak Reserve 

Site Location 
Manning 

Local Government Authority 
City of South Perth 

Area (ha) 
2.47 

Vegetation Complex 
Bassendean Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
Not mapped 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 11 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Laughing Turtle-Dove*     7 64   
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo     1 9 1,4 
Galah     3 27   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     3 27   
Australian Ringneck     2 18   
Red Wattlebird Possible   11 100   
Singing Honeyeater     6 55   
Brown Honeyeater     6 55   
White-cheeked Honeyeater     5 45 4 
Magpie-lark     4 36   
Willie Wagtail     5 45   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     1 9   
Australian Magpie Possible   10 91   
Australian Raven     2 18   
Silvereye     1 9   

Total = 15 Total = 2  Surveys 
= 11  Total = 2 

Observers: Barry Angus, Molly Angus.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Davilak Reserve is a small (2.47 ha) bushland remnant that is isolated from other native vegetation. 
The reserve has been the focus of revegetation work and a small seed orchard for local native plants has 
been established on the site. The bird survey site included the remnant vegetation, the revegetation 
areas and the seed orchard. Nearby parkland was excluded from the survey area.  

A total of 15 species were recorded at Davilak Reserve. The endangered Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
was recorded once but there is no record of the number of birds that visited the reserve. Most species 
recorded in Davilak Reserve are generalist species that are common in urban parks and gardens.  
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Site Name   

Dudley Hartree Park 

Site Location 
Leeming 

Local Government Authority 
City of Melville 

Area (ha) 
3.6 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Bassendean Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
Not mapped 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 11 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Laughing Turtle-Dove*     3 27   
Galah     1 9   
Rainbow Lorikeet* Possible   9 82   
Australian Ringneck     5 45   
Red-capped Parrot     3 27   
Tawny Frogmouth Confirmed   4 36   
Rainbow Bee-eater     1 9   
Striated Pardalote     3 27   
Western Gerygone     1 9   
Red Wattlebird Confirmed   11 100   
Little Wattlebird     1 9 4 
Singing Honeyeater     6 55   
Brown Honeyeater     8 73   
New Holland Honeyeater     3 27 4 
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater     1 9 4 
Magpie-lark     10 91   
Willie Wagtail     7 64   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     2 18   
Grey Butcherbird     2 18   
Australian Magpie     11 100   
Australian Raven     11 100   
Welcome Swallow     3 27   
Tree Martin      1 9   
Silvereye     2 18   

Total = 24 Total = 3  Surveys 
= 11  Total = 3 

Observers: Staff of Greening Australia Western Australia (Carolyn Gladwell, Jeremy Durber, Lara 
Kynaston, Arlene Moncrieff), Clive Napier, Wendy Napier.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 
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GENERAL COMMENTS 
The bushland in Dudley Hartree Park is a small (1.35 ha) isolated remnant surrounded by parkland and 
urban housing. Only the bushland area was surveyed for birds.  

Of the three species of conservation significance recorded at the reserve, one (Tawny-crowned 
Honeyeater) is declining across the Swan Coastal Plain. Generally recorded only in larger remnants, it 
may use small reserves such as Dudley Hartree as ‘stepping stones’ across the urban environment. 
Tawny Frogmouth, a nightbird seldom recorded in Perth Biodiversity Project surveys, was recorded 
breeding in the reserve.  
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Site Name   

Fletcher Park 

Site Location 
Wungong 

Local Government Authority 
City of Armadale 

Area (ha) 
4.3 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Forrestfield Complex 

Natural Area ID no: 
5459 

Bush Forever Site no: 
264 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 11 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Shelduck     2 18   
Australian Wood Duck     1 9   
Pacific Black Duck     1 9   
Square-tailed Kite     1 9 4 
Brown Goshawk     1 9 4 
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     7 64   
Common Bronzewing     5 45 3 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo   40 5 45 1,4 
White-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
species   2 3 27 1,4 
Galah     6 55   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     1 9   
Purple-crowned Lorikeet     1 9   
Australian Ringneck     8 73   
Red-capped Parrot     9 82   
Barn Owl     2 18   
Laughing Kookaburra*     5 45   
Sacred Kingfisher     1 9   
Splendid Fairy-wren     3 27 3 
Spotted Pardalote     2 18   
Striated Pardalote     8 73   
White-browed Scrubwren     4 36 3 
Weebill     6 55 3 
Western Gerygone     8 73   
Inland Thornbill     7 64 3 
Western Thornbill     4 36 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     4 36 3 
Red Wattlebird     4 36   
Singing Honeyeater     7 64   
White-naped Honeyeater     2 18 4  
Brown Honeyeater     11 100   
New Holland Honeyeater     3 27 4 
Western Spinebill     2 18   
Scarlet Robin     3 27 3 
Golden Whistler     1 9 3 
Rufous Whistler     7 64   
Magpie-lark     5 45   
Grey Fantail Possible   10 91   
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Willie Wagtail     2 18   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     5 45   
Australian Magpie     8 73   
Australian Raven     8 73   
Mistletoebird     1 9   
Silvereye     11 100   

Total = 43 Total = 1  Surveys 
= 11  Total = 15 

Observers:   
Mary Avery, Norm Avery, Ian Rudd, Helen Start, John Start.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Fletcher Park in Wungong is an area of remnant bushland linked to natural vegetation along the railway 
line and to CALM’s Lambert Lane Nature Reserve. The reserve includes a Critically Endangered 
Threatened Ecological Community (type 3a: Eucalyptus calophylla-Kingia australis woodlands on 
heavy soils). The reserve is managed by the City of Armadale and leased to a local riding and pony 
club. Appropriate access of horses and pedestrians to sensitive areas of the reserve is actively managed 
by the City of Armadale and the pony club.  

Despite its small size (<5 ha) 43 species of birds were recorded here. Of these, 14 are deemed under 
Bush Forever to be of conservation significance. It seems likely that a number of the more sedentary 
insectivorous species such as thornbills, fairy-wrens and robins also utilise vegetation adjacent to the 
reserve. A number of more mobile species of conservation significance were also recorded over the 
survey period. These included two species of Black-Cockatoos, two raptors and White-naped 
Honeyeater. The latter is one of only three records for this species over the third round of project bird 
surveys.  
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Site Name   

Harold Field Reserve 

Site Location 
Kardinia 

Local Government Authority 
City of Melville 

Area (ha) 
1.29 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Karrakatta Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
7787 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 11 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Laughing Turtle-Dove*     7 64   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     4 36   
Galah Possible   6 55   
Rainbow Lorikeet* Possible   10 91   
Australian Ringneck     11 100   
Red-capped Parrot     2 18   
Laughing Kookaburra*     5 45   
Spotted Pardalote     1 9   
Striated Pardalote Confirmed   8 73   
Western Gerygone     2 18   
Red Wattlebird Possible   11 100   
Singing Honeyeater     2 18   
Brown Honeyeater     10 91   
New Holland Honeyeater     4 36 4 
Magpie-lark Possible   7 64   
Grey Fantail     1 9   
Willie Wagtail     5 45   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     2 18   
Australian Magpie     11 100   
Australian Raven     8 73   
Tree Martin      2 18   

Total = 21 Total = 5  Surveys 
= 11  Total = 1 

Observers: Staff of Greening Australia Western Australia (Julia Cullity, Dallas Lynch, Liz Penter, 
Lyndsay Tonner), Clive Napier, Wendy Napier.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Harold Field Reserve is a small (1.35 ha) isolated remnant of bushland surrounded by housing. A 
mobile honeyeater is the single species of some conservation significance, although a number of other 
mobile species recorded at the reserve are probably dependent to some degree on native vegetation. 
These include Spotted and Striated Pardalote, Western Gerygone and Grey Fantail. Other species 
recorded at the reserve are generalist species common in urban parks and gardens.  
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Site Name   

Homestead Ridge Reserve 

(Hillview Bushland) 

Site Location 
Wellard 

Local Government Authority 
Town of Kwinana 

Area (ha) 
4.2 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Karrakatta Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
3761 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Rock Dove*     2 17   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     2 17   
Common Bronzewing     8 67 3 
Galah     3 25   
Little Corella*     1 8   
Regent Parrot     1 8   
Australian Ringneck Possible   12 100   
Red-capped Parrot     6 50   
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo     1 8   
Laughing Kookaburra*     2 17   
Splendid Fairy-wren     3 25 3 
Spotted Pardalote     1 8   
Striated Pardalote Confirmed   7 58   
Weebill     5 42 3 
Western Gerygone Confirmed   7 58   
Inland Thornbill     1 8 3 
Western Thornbill     2 17 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     2 17 3 
Red Wattlebird Possible   11 92   
Singing Honeyeater     3 25   
Brown Honeyeater Confirmed   8 67   
New Holland Honeyeater     3 25 4 
Western Spinebill     2 17   
Scarlet Robin     3 25 3 
Golden Whistler     1 8 3 
Rufous Whistler     3 25   
Magpie-lark     2 17   
Grey Fantail     5 42   
Willie Wagtail     1 8   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     3 25   
Grey Butcherbird     4 33   
Australian Magpie     12 100   
Australian Raven     12 100   
Silvereye     7 58   

Total = 34 Total = 5  Surveys 
= 12  Total = 9 
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Observers: Barbara Henderson, David Henderson, Kath Peggs, Mary Vaughan.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Homestead Ridge Reserve is a small reserve also known locally as Hill View Bushland. It may be 
subject to a formal name change in the future.  

Although the reserve is small (4 ha) nearby housing areas are relatively well-treed, and a total of 34 
bird species were recorded in the reserve during the survey period. Of these, 9 are of conservation 
significance. Most of these species are relatively sedentary and were recorded in only a few surveys. 
This suggests that the species might utilise other vegetation nearby that might be significant in the local 
conservation of these birds.  
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Site Name   

Illuka Foreshore 

Site Location 
Illuka 

Local Government Authority 
City of Joondalup 

Area (ha) 
33.81 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Cottesloe Complex - Central and South 
Quindalup Complex 

Natural Area ID no: 
14693 

Bush Forever Site no: 
325 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Pied Cormorant   1 2 17   
Little Black Cormorant   4 2 17   
Osprey      3 25   
Black-shouldered Kite     5 42   
Australian Hobby     1 8   
Nankeen Kestrel     4 33   
Silver Gull     5 42   
Crested Tern     1 8   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     12 100   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     6 50   
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo     1 8 1,4 
Galah     4 33   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     1 8   
Australian Ringneck     3 25   
Fork-tailed Swift   5 1 8   
Splendid Fairy-wren     7 58 3 
Variegated Fairy-wren     5 42 3 
White-winged Fairy-wren     11 92 3 
White-browed Scrubwren     8 67 3 
Western Gerygone     3 25   
Inland Thornbill     2 17 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     1 8 3 
Red Wattlebird     8 67   
Little Wattlebird     1 8 4 
Yellow-throated Miner     5 42 4 
Singing Honeyeater     12 100   
Brown Honeyeater     9 75   
New Holland Honeyeater     2 17 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     12 100 4 
Red-capped Robin     1 8   
Rufous Whistler     1 8   
Magpie-lark     7 58   
Willie Wagtail     4 33   
Grey Butcherbird     9 75   
Australian Magpie     3 25   
Australian Raven     9 75   
Welcome Swallow     7 58   
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Tree Martin      1 8   
Silvereye     12 100   

Total = 39 Total = 0  Surveys 
= 12  Total = 11 

Observers: David Free, Pam Free, Michael Hancock, Rob Mather, Sue Mather, Hank Van Wees.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
This relatively large Bush Forever reserve extends from Burns Beach Caravan Park off Ocean Parade 
in the north to an imaginary line drawn west from the end of Shenton Avenue in the south. Its east-west 
extent is from the vegetation line adjacent to new and developing housing along Burns Beach Road in 
the east to the coastline on the western side. A dual use footpath/cycle path traverses the length of the 
reserve; each side is fenced to protect the fragile coastal vegetation. The reserve area consists of coastal 
dunes, shrubland and swales. The reserve was surveyed to the low tide line. In some areas, direct 
access to the foreshore was not possible by observers and surveys in these areas were limited to 
scanning the cliffs and rocky shore for birds.   

Of the 39 bird species recorded in the reserve, only five were water-dependent species, none of them 
significant in conservation terms. This Water-dependent species were almost certainly under-recorded. 

The Illuka Foreshore Reserve appears to provide important habitat for a number of small insectivorous 
species now in decline on the Swan Coastal Plain. Two fairy-wrens, both Variegated and White-
winged, are more commonly recorded in larger areas of coastal vegetation systems, and reserves such 
as Illuka Foreshore provide important habitat for them. Yellow-throated Miner is now restricted to a 
number of relatively small reserves on the northern part of the Swan Coastal Plain in the Perth 
Metropolitan Area. Although this species is abundant in isolated remnants in the wheatbelt, it has 
historically declined across the Swan Coastal Plain. A small flock of the endangered Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo were also recorded at the reserve, but as the species may utilise the reserve at other times, 
this may represent under-recording of this mobile species.  
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Site Name   

Kendal Court Reserve 

Site Location 
Westfield 

Local Government Authority 
City of Armadale 

Area (ha) 
0.96 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Forrestfield Complex 

Natural Area ID no: 
6654 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 11 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Wood Duck   1 9  
Little Eagle   1 9 4 
Peregrine Falcon   1 9 1,4 
Rock Dove*   3 27  
Laughing Turtle-Dove*   10 91  
Spotted Turtle-Dove*   4 36  
Common Bronzewing Possible  4 36 3 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo   1 9 1,4 
White-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
species   1 9 1,4 
Galah   6 55  
Rainbow Lorikeet*   3 27  
Australian Ringneck   10 91  
Red-capped Parrot Possible  9 82  
Laughing Kookaburra*   1 9  
Sacred Kingfisher   1 9  
Spotted Pardalote   2 18  
Striated Pardalote   2 18  
Red Wattlebird   5 45  
Little Wattlebird Possible  10 91 4 
Singing Honeyeater   2 18  
Brown Honeyeater   8 73  
New Holland Honeyeater   3 27 4 
Rufous Whistler   3 27  
Magpie-lark   9 82  
Grey Fantail   1 9  
Willie Wagtail   1 9  
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike   2 18  
Grey Butcherbird   1 9  
Australian Magpie   8 73  
Australian Raven   6 55  
Tree Martin    1 9  
Silvereye   1 9  

Total = 32 Total = 3   Surveys 
=11 Total = 7

Observers:   
Dan Dowsett, Suzanne Dowsett, Bill Fitzgerald, Graeme Hart.  
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Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Although this reserve is very small and relatively isolated, a number of mobile bird species of 
conservation significance were recorded here over the period of the project. These included two species 
of threatened cockatoos - a total of six Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos and up to 12 White-tailed Black-
Cockatoos. In this location, the latter might be either Baudin’s or Carnaby’s Cockatoos. Seven species 
of conservation significance, including two raptors, were recorded here.  

A part of the Kendall Court Bushland reserve was burnt early in the survey period. In the Perth 
Metropolitan area, repeated fires at inappropriate intervals are a serious threat in small reserves of this 
kind. In addition to this threat, observers noted a considerable littering problem and the infestation of 
hollows in old trees by feral Honeybees. Although the nearby school has ‘adopted’ this reserve, it may 
not be highly valued by the local community. Utilising the bird species list from these surveys might 
help build some local community support for this small reserve.  



64

Site Name   

Kraemer Reserve 

Site Location 
Banjup 

Local Government Authority 
City of Cockburn 

Area (ha) 
Revegetation: 1.0 ha 
Bushland/wetland: 
3.3 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Revegetation: N/A 
Bushland/wetland: Bassendean Complex - Central and 
South 
Natural Area ID no: 
6016 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Revegetation 
Common Bronzewing     3 25 3 
Australian Ringneck     1 8   
Red-capped Parrot     1 8   
Rainbow Bee-eater     1 8   
Splendid Fairy-wren     1 8 3 
Spotted Pardalote     2 17   
Striated Pardalote     1 8   
Weebill     2 17 3 
Western Gerygone     7 58   
Inland Thornbill     2 17 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     1 8 3 
Red Wattlebird     10 83   
White-naped Honeyeater     1 8  4 
Brown Honeyeater     6 50   
Western Spinebill     1 8   
Rufous Whistler Possible   3 25   
Magpie-lark     1 8   
Grey Fantail     5 42   
Willie Wagtail     1 8   
Australian Raven     5 42   
Silvereye     5 42   

Total = 21 Total = 1   
Surveys 

= 12   Total = 6 

Bushland/wetland
Australian Wood Duck   2 1 8   
Pacific Black Duck Confirmed 10 6 50   
Grey Teal   6 2 17   
Darter   1 1 8   
Little Pied Cormorant   3 4 33   
White-necked Heron   1 1 8   
Nankeen Night Heron   2 2 17 4 
Australian White Ibis   3 3 25   
Yellow-billed Spoonbill   1 1 8   
Brown Goshawk     1 8 4 
Collared Sparrowhawk     1 8 4 
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Hobby     1 8   
Common Bronzewing     5 42 3 
Regent Parrot   12 1 8   
Australian Ringneck     1 8   
Red-capped Parrot     3 25   
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo     2 17   
Laughing Kookaburra*     1 8   
Sacred Kingfisher     1 8   
Rainbow Bee-eater     3 25   
Splendid Fairy-wren     12 100 3 
Striated Pardalote     1 8   
White-browed Scrubwren     2 17 3 
Weebill     2 17 3 
Western Gerygone Possible   12 100   
Inland Thornbill     11 92 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill Possible   6 50 3 
Red Wattlebird     5 42   
Singing Honeyeater     1 8   
Brown Honeyeater     9 75   
New Holland Honeyeater     3 25 4 
Western Spinebill     1 8   
Scarlet Robin     3 25 3 
Rufous Whistler     9 75   
Grey Shrike-thrush     4 33 3 
Magpie-lark     2 17   
Grey Fantail     10 83   
Willie Wagtail     9 75   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     2 17   
Australian Raven     8 67   
Welcome Swallow     3 25   
Tree Martin      4 33   
Silvereye Confirmed   11 92   

Total = 43 Total = 4  Surveys 
= 12  Total = 12 

Total species, Kraemer Reserve 
= 45 

Total 
breeding 
species, 

Kraemer 
Reserve = 4 

   

Total 
significant 

species, 
Kraemer 
Reserve = 

13 

Observers: Briony Fremlin, David James, Marion Shaw, Beryl Walker, Debbie Walker.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Kraemer Reserve is a small (4.5ha) reserve managed by the City of Cockburn for conservation. 
Surrounding private properties have retained significant areas of natural vegetation cover. The Reserve 
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is fully fenced to prevent unauthorised vehicle access. Much of the reserve is a dampland/wetland with
surface water present only in wet periods. The natural vegetation is Melaleuca (paperbark species) 
overstorey with Kunzea and other dampland/wetland understorey plant species. The eastern side of the 
Reserve has, in the past, been planted with non-local native trees. The City of Cockburn is interested in  
maintaining and improving the conservation value of the reserve, and has suggested removal of non-
native tree species and replacement with local native plants. In an attempt to distinguish between the 
use by birds of the two areas, each section of the reserve was separately surveyed.  

Over the survey period, surface water was present in wetland/dampland areas in the period from May 
to December, with water levels varying from well below capacity to flooding. Of the 45 bird species 
recorded in the whole reserve, nine are water-dependent. Of the water-dependent species, only one 
(Nankeen Night Heron) has conservation significance. Pacific Black Duck, a water-dependent species 
common in wetland reserves and landscaped wetlands in the Perth Metropolitan Area, was confirmed 
breeding in the reserve. Water-dependent species were not recorded in the much drier area planted with 
non-local native trees.  

In the eastern part of Kraemer Reserve planted with non-local native trees, 21 species of birds were 
recorded, of which 6 are significant. This compares to 43 bird species recorded in the natural areas of 
the reserve. White-naped Honeyeater, a mobile significant species now in decline or locally extinct on 
the Swan Coastal Plain, was recorded utilising the planted area but was not recorded in the natural 
areas. Significant species recorded utilising only the natural vegetation includes Brown Goshawk, 
Collared Sparrowhawk, White-browed Scrubwren, Scarlet Robin and Grey Shrike-thrush. While some 
bird species appeared to utilise the area planted with non-native trees, it seems likely that the use by 
birds of this area might increase if planted with more relevant local species.  
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Site Name   

Lake Jualbup 

(Shenton Park Lake) 

Site Location 
Shenton Park 

Local Government Authority 
City of Subiaco 

Area (ha) 
8.92 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Karrakatta Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
Not mapped 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 11 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Blue-billed Duck   1 1 9 3 
Black Swan Confirmed 12 10 91   
Australian Shelduck   8 4 36   
Australian Wood Duck   40 5 45   
Pacific Black Duck Confirmed 150 10 91   
Australasian Shoveler   2 1 9 3 
Grey Teal   6 1 9   
Hardhead     1 9 3 
Australasian Grebe Confirmed 7 6 55   
Hoary-headed Grebe   1 1 9   
Little Pied Cormorant   1 3 27   
Little Black Cormorant   3 1 9   
Great Egret   1 2 18   
Straw-necked Ibis   2 1 9   
Eurasian Coot Confirmed 52 10 91   
Black-winged Stilt   1 1 9   
Black-fronted Dotterel   2 3 27   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     9 82   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     6 55   
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo   6 1 9 1,4 
Galah     2 18   
Little Corella*     4 36   
Corella species*     2 18   
Rainbow Lorikeet* Possible   11 100   
Laughing Kookaburra* Confirmed   2 18   
Red Wattlebird     11 100   
Singing Honeyeater     7 64   
Brown Honeyeater     3 27   
New Holland Honeyeater     1 9 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     1 9 4 
Magpie-lark     10 91   
Willie Wagtail     10 91   
Grey Butcherbird     2 18   
Australian Magpie     11 100   
Australian Raven     7 64   
Welcome Swallow     9 82   
Tree Martin      2 18   
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Little Grassbird     1 9   
Silvereye     1 9   

Total = 39 Total = 6   Surveys 
= 11   Total = 6 

Observers: Roz Hart, Jane Prince.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Birds Australia national Bird Atlas database: 14 surveys, 33 species. 
Database of WA Birds: 10 surveys, 40 species  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
Database of WA Birds: Musk Duck (1 record), Nankeen Night Heron (2 records. Of the 10 surveys 
listed in this database, 9 were conducted in 1991-1992. All three species were recorded in this period.  

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Lake Jualbup, formerly known as Shenton Park Lake, is a highly modified urban wetland currently 
being partly rehabilitated by the City of Subiaco. No remnant vegetation is present on the site. The 
restoration work is controversial in the local community, and the City is interested to know which birds 
utilise the wetland, the fringing vegetation and the park. The site is just under 9ha in extent, including 
areas of open water. All parts of the reserve, including open water, revegetated areas and parkland were 
surveyed for birds. Although significant numbers of bird surveys have been undertaken at this reserve 
in the past, most were dated from some considerable time ago.  

Thirty nine bird species were recorded at Lake Jualbup during the survey period. Of these, 18 (46%) 
are water-dependent species. Of the species with some conservation significance recorded utilising the 
reserve during this period, three are ducks that prefer deeper water. The remainder are mobile species, 
including the endangered Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo and two species of honeyeater.  

The number of species utilising the reserve during this period suggests that the reserve has some 
importance for birds in this area. There is considerable scope to gradually increase the amount of 
vegetation near the lake to encourage foraging by insectivorous birds. The opportunistic replacement of 
trees with local native species would further encourage the use of the reserve by mobile native 
vegetation dependent species such as pardalotes, Western Gerygone and Grey Fantail.  
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Site Name   

Lewington Reserve 

Site Location 
Rockingham 

Local Government Authority 
City of Rockingham 

Area (ha) 
34.21 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Quindalup Complex 

Natural Area ID no: 
3768 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 11 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Black-shouldered Kite     6 55   
Collared Sparrowhawk     2 18 4 
Australian Hobby     1 9   
Nankeen Kestrel     5 45   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     10 91   
Common Bronzewing     1 9 3 
Galah     1 9   
Australian Ringneck     9 82   
Red-capped Parrot     5 45   
Fan-tailed Cuckoo     2 18   
Laughing Kookaburra*     3 27   
Splendid Fairy-wren     6 55 3 
White-browed Scrubwren     9 82 3 
Weebill     8 73 3 
Western Gerygone     10 91   
Inland Thornbill     1 9 3 
Western Thornbill     4 36 3 
Red Wattlebird     7 64   
Singing Honeyeater     9 82   
Brown Honeyeater     8 73   
New Holland Honeyeater     2 18 4 
Varied Sittella     1 9 3 
Rufous Whistler     7 64   
Magpie-lark     3 27   
Grey Fantail     7 64   
Willie Wagtail     6 55   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     5 45   
Dusky Woodswallow     1 9 4 
Grey Butcherbird     5 45   
Australian Magpie     5 45   
Australian Raven     6 55   
Welcome Swallow     5 45   
Tree Martin      1 9   
Silvereye     10 91   

Total = 34 Total = 0   Surveys 
= 11   Total = 10 
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Observers: Vivienne Dare, members of the Kwinana-Rockingham-Mandurah branch of the 
Naturalists’ Club of WA (Anne Goodale, Bob Goodale, Ken Stevens, Larraine Stevens, Gordon Tozer), 
Jan Rogers.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Lewington Reserve is a medium-sized reserve isolated from other natural vegetation in the City of 
Rockingham by housing and commercial properties. The reserve has some overstorey but is mainly 
shrubland and is partly degraded by weeds. The natural areas of the reserve were surveyed for birds; 
adjacent lawned areas were excluded from the surveys.  

Despite its isolation, 34 bird species were recorded in Lewington Reserve during the survey period. Of 
these, 10 have some conservation significance. These include relatively sedentary species such as 
Splendid Fairy-wren, White-browed Scrubwren, and Inland and Western Thornbills, together with 
more mobile species such as Collared Sparrowhawk, Varied Sittella and Dusky Woodswallow. The 
reserve warrants more active weed control and revegetation measures.  
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Site Name   

Magenup Dampland 

Site Location 
Wandi 

Local Government Authority 
Town of Kwinana 

Area (ha) 
18.89 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Bassendean Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
5101 

Bush Forever Site no: 
347 (part) 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Wood Duck Possible 4 2 17   
Pacific Black Duck Confirmed 8 5 42   
Little Pied Cormorant   1 1 8   
White-faced Heron   5 4 33   
White-necked Heron   8 4 33   
Great Egret     1 8   
Australian White Ibis   6 4 33   
Straw-necked Ibis   6 2 17   
Yellow-billed Spoonbill     1 8   
Black-shouldered Kite     6 50   
Square-tailed Kite     2 17 4 
Whistling Kite     1 8 4 
Swamp Harrier     3 25   
Brown Goshawk     1 8 4 
Wedge-tailed Eagle     1 8 4 
Little Eagle     1 8 4 
Nankeen Kestrel Possible   5 42   
Purple Swamphen   1 1 8   
Eurasian Coot Confirmed 14 2 17   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     1 8   
Common Bronzewing     7 58 3 
Crested Pigeon     10 83   
Galah     2 17   
Regent Parrot     1 8   
Australian Ringneck Possible   8 67   
Red-capped Parrot     5 42   
Elegant Parrot     1 8   
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo     1 8   
Laughing Kookaburra*     2 17   
Sacred Kingfisher     1 8   
Rainbow Bee-eater     1 8   
Splendid Fairy-wren     10 83 3 
Striated Pardalote     2 17   
White-browed Scrubwren     1 8 3 
Weebill     2 17 3 
Western Gerygone     6 50   
Inland Thornbill     3 25 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     7 58 3 
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Red Wattlebird     8 67   
Little Wattlebird     1 8 4 
Singing Honeyeater     2 17   
Brown Honeyeater     7 58   
New Holland Honeyeater     7 58 4 
Scarlet Robin     1 8 3 
Rufous Whistler     6 50   
Grey Shrike-thrush     3 25 3 
Magpie-lark Confirmed   10 83   
Grey Fantail     8 67   
Willie Wagtail Confirmed   12 100   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     6 50   
Black-faced Woodswallow     2 17 4 
Dusky Woodswallow     1 8 4 
Grey Butcherbird     6 50   
Australian Magpie Confirmed   10 83   
Australian Raven Confirmed   5 42   
Richard's Pipit     1 8   
Welcome Swallow     11 92   
Tree Martin  Confirmed   5 42   
Silvereye     10 83   

Total = 59 Total = 10   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 17 

Observers: Gordon Baker, Ron Dibbens, Barbara Henderson, David Henderson.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Magenup Dampland (or Swamp) is located in the suburb of Wandi, near the Magenup Equestrian 
Centre. Although the reserve is managed by the Town of Kwinana, part of it is accessed by a local 
pony club with access by horses to natural areas constrained by fencing. A local landcare group has 
been active in revegetation work in one section of the reserve which, over time, has been degraded 
through grazing by horses and stock. 

The area consists of some areas of revegetation, extensive areas of dampland/sedgeland, and isolated 
clumps of Melaleucas. Near the eastern boundary, the thickest vegetation consists of a Flooded Gum 
Eucalyptus rudis overstorey. The eastern boundary adjoins the Peel Main Drain, which was excluded 
from the survey area. The reserve is part of a more extensive Bush Forever site; it is also part of the 
Jandakot Regional Park.  

Although in more recent times wetland levels have not been high, during the survey period surface 
water varied from well below capacity to flooding in the seven months from June to December. Of the 
59 bird species recorded at the reserve, 10 are water-dependent; none of these is of conservation 
significance. Relatively low numbers of individuals were recorded.  

A relatively high number of raptors (eight), of which five are of conservation significance, were 
recorded in the reserve. Other species of conservation significance included mobile species such Black-
faced and Dusky Woodswallow and a number of honeyeaters, and more sedentary species such as 
Inland and Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Scarlet Robin and Grey Shrike-thrush.   
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Site Name   

Malaga Regional Open Space 

Site Location 
Malaga 

Local Government Authority 
City of Swan  

Area (ha) 
13.97 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Bassendean Complex - Central and South  
Karrakatta Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
11569; 11555; 11567 

Bush Forever Site no: 
385 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Blue-billed Duck   2 1 8 3 
Australian Shelduck Confirmed 17 5 42   
Pacific Black Duck Possible 6 11 92   
Australasian Shoveler   2 2 17 3 
Grey Teal   2 3 25   
Hardhead   3 5 42 3 
Australasian Grebe Possible 2 3 25   
Hoary-headed Grebe   2 4 33   
Little Pied Cormorant   3 2 17   
Little Black Cormorant   1 2 17   
White-faced Heron   1 3 25   
Little Egret   1 1 8   
White-necked Heron   1 2 17   
Great Egret   1 4 33   
Nankeen Night Heron   1 2 17 4 
Australian White Ibis   1 3 25   
Yellow-billed Spoonbill   2 2 17   
Black-shouldered Kite     1 8   
Purple Swamphen   1 1 8   
Eurasian Coot Confirmed 6 10 83   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     10 83   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     6 50   
Common Bronzewing     1 8 3 
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo     1 8 1,4 
Galah     6 50   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     6 50   
Australian Ringneck     3 25   
Red-capped Parrot     1 8   
Pallid Cuckoo     1 8   
Laughing Kookaburra*     2 17   
Rainbow Bee-eater     3 25   
Striated Pardalote     3 25   
Weebill     5 42 3 
Western Gerygone     5 42   
Western Thornbill     2 17 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     5 42 3 
Red Wattlebird     9 75   
Little Wattlebird     4 33 4 
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Singing Honeyeater     12 100   
Brown Honeyeater     11 92   
New Holland Honeyeater     5 42 4 
Western Spinebill     1 8   
Rufous Whistler     5 42   
Magpie-lark Possible   12 100   
Willie Wagtail     8 67   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Possible   9 75   
Grey Butcherbird     4 33   
Australian Magpie Possible   11 92   
Australian Raven     12 100   
Welcome Swallow     1 8   
Silvereye     4 33   

Total = 51 Total = 7   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 11 

Observers: Geoff Bremner, Mary Bremner, Tom Delaney, John Stewart.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Malaga Open Space is part of a more extensive Bush Forever site. Although fragmented by roads, the 
bushland otherwise has good connections with other remnant vegetation including Lightning Swamp 
Bushland, a reserve previously surveyed for birds in the Perth Biodiversity Project (Gole, 2004). 
Although vested in the Department of Planning and Infrastructure, the reserve is leased to the City of 
Swan for management of the compensation basin. There is a branch drain (part of the Wonga Road 
Main Drain) which drains into Lightning Swamp and then into Bennett Brook (and thus the Swan 
River). Most boundaries are fenced to protect against unauthorised vehicle access. The reserve is 
largely Banksia woodland and the compensation basin includes a vegetated island: both the island and 
surrounds have been planted with non-local native plant species in the past. All bushland and the 
compensation basin and its planted areas were surveyed for birds.  

A relatively large number of bird species was recorded utilising the reserve during the survey period. 
Water was present in the compensation basin throughout the survey period, and of the 51 species 
recorded, 19 (37%) are water dependent. These include three species of ducks of conservation 
significance that prefer deeper water habitats. The remaining birds of conservation significance include 
mobile species such as the endangered Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo and sedentary species such as 
Western and Yellow-rumped Thornbills. Given the relatively large number of birds recorded within 
Malaga Open Space, the reserve appears to warrant more active management for conservation.  
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Site Name   

Markham Street Reserve 

Site Location 
High Wycombe 

Local Government Authority 
Shire of Kalamunda 

Area (ha) 
0.78 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Southern River 

Natural Area ID no: 
Not mapped 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Laughing Turtle-Dove*     11 92   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     2 17   
Galah     2 17   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     1 8   
Australian Ringneck     12 100   
Red-capped Parrot Possible   1 8   
Rainbow Bee-eater     1 8   
Spotted Pardalote     1 8   
Striated Pardalote     7 58   
Western Gerygone     1 8   
Red Wattlebird Possible   11 92   
Little Wattlebird Possible   11 92 4 
Singing Honeyeater     11 92   
Brown Honeyeater     9 75   
New Holland Honeyeater     2 17 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     3 25 4 
Magpie-lark     9 75   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     1 8   
Grey Butcherbird Possible   5 42   
Australian Magpie     9 75   
Australian Raven     5 42   
Mistletoebird     2 17   
Tree Martin      1 8   

Total = 23 Total = 4   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 3 

Observers: Richard King, Alyson Paull, Edward Paull, Mike Stone.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
The Markham Road Reserve is a small area of bushland less than 1 hectare in extent. The bushland is 
further fragmented by a public library and carpark and the reserve is surrounded by housing. For the 
purposes of the bird surveys, the two areas of bushland were considered as one site. Most of the 23 bird 
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species recorded at the reserve are generalist species common in parks and suburban gardens. Species 
of conservation significance were all mobile honeyeaters.  
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Site Name   

Pinjar Park 

Site Location 
Pinjar 

Local Government Authority 
City of Wanneroo 

Area (ha) 
13.5 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Karrakatta Complex - Central and South 
Pinjar Complex 

Natural Area ID no: 
16051; 16118 

Bush Forever Site no: 
295; 382 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Straw-necked Ibis   2 1 8   
Whistling Kite     1 8 4 
Collared Sparrowhawk     1 8 4 
Little Eagle   3 1 8 4 
Nankeen Kestrel     3 25   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     8 67   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     1 8   
Common Bronzewing     6 50 3 
Crested Pigeon     4 33   
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo   300 8 67 1,4 
Galah     4 33   
Little Corella*     1 8   
Purple-crowned Lorikeet     1 8   
Australian Ringneck     12 100   
Red-capped Parrot     10 83   
Elegant Parrot     1 8   
Pallid Cuckoo     3 25   
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo     1 8   
Southern Boobook     1 8   
Sacred Kingfisher     1 8   
Rainbow Bee-eater     2 17   
Splendid Fairy-wren     9 75 3 
Striated Pardalote     5 42   
Western Gerygone     6 50   
Inland Thornbill     3 25 3 
Western Thornbill     2 17 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     4 33 3 
Red Wattlebird     12 100   
Little Wattlebird     9 75 4 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater     1 8   
Singing Honeyeater     9 75   
Brown Honeyeater     10 83   
New Holland Honeyeater     12 100 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     3 25 4 
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater     1 8 4 
Western Spinebill     2 17   
Scarlet Robin     1 8 3 
Varied Sittella     2 17 3 
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Golden Whistler     1 8 3 
Rufous Whistler     5 42   
Grey Shrike-thrush     7 58 3 
Magpie-lark     6 50   
Grey Fantail     4 33   
Willie Wagtail     10 83   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     5 42   
Grey Butcherbird     2 17   
Australian Magpie     10 83   
Australian Raven     8 67   
Richard's Pipit     2 17   
Welcome Swallow     2 17   
Tree Martin      6 50   
Silvereye     3 25   

Total = 52 Total = 0   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 17 

Observers: Geoff Bremner, Mary Bremner, Chris Reidy, Diane Reidy.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Pinjar Park consists of 13.5 ha of bushland in mostly good condition. The reserve is fragmented into 
two sections by Pinjar Road. The reserve is fenced to prevent unauthorised access by motor vehicles 
and will be managed for conservation by the City of Wanneroo.  

Fifty two species of birds were recorded utilising this reserve over the survey period and, of these, 17 
have some conservation significance. The number of species is relatively high.  

The reserve appears to have some significance for the endangered Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. The 
species was recorded at the site in seven of the twelve surveys. The largest flock of birds observed was 
approximately 300 individuals. Birds were recorded using the reserve in August and November. These 
are months when mature Carnaby’s Cockatoo are likely to breed in the wheatbelt. These records 
suggest that the site may have some importance for the species throughout the year, including the 
breeding season when some birds remain on the Swan Coastal Plain.  

Other species of conservation significance include a number of small insectivorous species such as 
Splendid Fairy-wren, three species of thornbills and Scarlet Robin. Varied Sittella and Grey Shrike-
thrush were also recorded.  

Pinjar Park appears to provide important habitat for a range of bird species and its active protection and 
management for conservation is warranted.  
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Site Name   

Point Fraser Wetland 

Site Location 
Perth 

Local Government Authority 
City of Perth 

Area (ha) 
2.03 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
N/A 

Natural Area ID no: 
Not mapped 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Musk Duck   1 1 8 3 
Australian Shelduck   2 1 8   
Pacific Black Duck  Confirmed 25 10 83   
Grey Teal   4 4 33   
Darter   3 4 33   
Little Pied Cormorant   2 6 50   
Little Black Cormorant   8 3 25   
White-faced Heron   2 5 42   
Little Egret   1 1 8   
Great Egret   1 4 33   
Australian White Ibis   2 1 8   
Yellow-billed Spoonbill   1 1 8   
Nankeen Kestrel     1 8   
Buff-banded Rail   1 2 17   
Eurasian Coot   5 2 17   
Common Sandpiper   2 7 58 2 
Pied Oystercatcher   1 1 8   
Black-winged Stilt   2 1 8   
Black-fronted Dotterel Confirmed  4 5 42   
Silver Gull   4 4 33   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     2 17   
Red Wattlebird     6 50   
Singing Honeyeater     5 42   
Brown Honeyeater     2 17   
Magpie-lark     5 42   
Willie Wagtail     11 92   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     1 8   
Australian Raven     1 8   
Welcome Swallow Confirmed    10 83   
Little Grassbird   1 1 8   

Total = 30 Total = 3   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 2 

Observers: John Barnett, Tom Delaney.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  
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Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
The Point Fraser wetland is a constructed wetland located between the Swan River and Riverside Drive 
in the area immediately west of the Causeway Carpark. The purpose of the artificially constructed and 
vegetated wetland is to improve the quality of stormwater before discharge to the Swan River; to 
establish a wetland habitat and breeding place for native fauna; and to provide a recreational area for 
the public and an interface between the public and the wetland. Wetland vegetation consists of planted 
sedges, rushes and other riverine shrubs that will act as a ‘biofilter’ to remove nutrients and 
contaminants from the water before it flows into the river. 

Access across the wetland is provided via boardwalks and pathways. During the survey period, 
construction began and continued on an adjacent site. The effect of the construction disturbance on 
birds of the Point Fraser Wetland is unknown. The wetland and immediately adjacent foreshore were 
included in the survey area. The river, carpark, nearby grassed areas and the construction site were 
excluded from the surveys.  

Of the 30 bird species recorded utilising the Point Fraser Wetland during the survey period, most 
(>66%) were water-dependent species. Numbers of individuals were relatively low. Two species of 
conservation significance were recorded: Musk Duck (a single individual recorded once) and Common 
Sandpiper. The Common Sandpiper, a species protected under JAMBA/CAMBA1 international 
treaties, appeared to be resident at the site over the southern hemisphere non-breeding season. Breeding 
was confirmed for three species: Pacific Black Duck, a species common in landscaped and natural 
wetlands on the Swan Coastal Plain; Black-fronted Dotterel, a small non-migratory wader; and 
Welcome Swallow, an aerial feeder that commonly utilises built spaces for breeding. At Point Fraser, it 
was recorded nesting beneath one of the boardwalks. Buff-banded Rail, the most commonly recorded 
of the crakes and rails in the Perth Metropolitan Area, was recorded on two occasions. The wetland 
may have been colonised by Little Grassbird, a small insectivore confined to wetland habitats, 
especially rushes and sedges.  

Non water-dependent species recorded using Point Fraser are generalist species common in urban parks 
and gardens.  

1 JAMBA/CAMBA: Japan Australia Migratory Bird Agreement and China Australia Migratory Bird 
Agreement 
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Site Name   

Redemptora Reserve 

Site Location 
Henderson 

Local Government Authority 
City of Cockburn 

Area (ha) 
4 0 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Cottesloe Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
5785 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Black-shouldered Kite     1 8   
Little Eagle     1 8 4 
Peregrine Falcon     1 8 1,4 
Nankeen Kestrel     1 8   
Silver Gull     1 8   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     10 83   
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo   7 2 17 1,4 
Galah     1 8   
Australian Ringneck     3 25   
Red-capped Parrot     7 58   
Rainbow Bee-eater     1 8   
White-browed Scrubwren     10 83 3 
Red Wattlebird     1 8   
Singing Honeyeater     12 100   
Brown Honeyeater     3 25   
New Holland Honeyeater     5 42 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     10 83 4 
Magpie-lark     1 8   
Willie Wagtail     6 50   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     2 17   
Grey Butcherbird     3 25   
Australian Raven     10 83   
Welcome Swallow     8 67   
Tree Martin      9 75   
Silvereye     10 83   

Total = 25 Total = 0   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 6 

Observers: Audrey Bolger, Brenda Newbey.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Redemptora Reserve is a small (4 ha), partially isolated reserve located in the light industrial area of 
Henderson. It consists of coastal heath, with some Banksia woodland. There is a partly weedy 



82

understorey. The reserve is actively managed for conservation: it is fully fenced to prevent 
unauthorised vehicle access and, prior to the start of bird surveys, conservation volunteers were 
collecting seed and undertaking weed mapping of the bushland.  

Of the 25 bird species recorded at the reserve, six are significant under Bush Forever. Of these, five are 
mobile species such as raptors, the endangered Carnaby’s Cockatoo and two honeyeaters. White-
browed Scrubwren, a small sedentary insectivore, was recorded during most surveys of reserve, 
suggesting it is resident within the reserve’s boundaries. Redemptora Reserve appears to provide very 
useful habitat for mobile species utilising relatively isolated remnants of vegetation across the Swan 
Coastal Plain.  
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Site Name   

Roscommon Reserve 

Site Location 
Floreat 

Local Government Authority 
Town of Cambridge 

Area (ha) 
4.8 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Cottesloe Complex-Central and South  
Karrakatta Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
10146 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Black-shouldered Kite     2 17   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     8 67   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     7 58   
Galah     1 8   
Little Corella*     2 17   
Corella species*     1 8   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     7 58   
Australian Ringneck     8 67   
Laughing Kookaburra*     8 67   
Rainbow Bee-eater     1 8   
Striated Pardalote     2 17   
Weebill     1 8 3 
Red Wattlebird     12 100   
Singing Honeyeater     11 92   
Brown Honeyeater     5 42   
White-cheeked Honeyeater     5 42 4 
Golden Whistler     1 8 3 
Rufous Whistler     1 8   
Magpie-lark     3 25   
Grey Fantail     1 8   
Willie Wagtail     4 33   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     6 50   
Grey Butcherbird     4 33   
Australian Magpie     11 92   
Australian Raven     8 67   
Welcome Swallow     2 17   
Silvereye     6 50   

Total = 27  Total = 0   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 3 

Observers: Jane Prince, Barbara Stoneman, Trevor Stoneman.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 
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GENERAL COMMENTS 
Roscommon Reserve is a small (4.8 ha) reserve consisting of remnant Tuart Eucalyptus 
gomphocephala woodland, Marri Corymbia calophylla, a vegetated swale through the centre of the 
reserve, and a small area of coastal limestone. Although the reserve is located relatively close to large 
reserves such as Bold Park, it is surrounded by housing and completely isolated from other areas of 
remnant vegetation. A small area had been burnt some weeks prior to the commencement of bird 
surveys in February 2005. 

The isolation of this reserve is probably responsible for the low number of bird species of conservation 
significance recorded at this reserve. Nonetheless, three relatively mobile significant species were 
recorded at Roscommon including Golden Whistler, an insectivore in steep decline on the Swan 
Coastal Plain and now seldom recorded in the northern suburbs of the Perth Metropolitan Area. It 
seems likely that small reserves such as Roscommon have an important role to play as stepping stones 
in the movement of remnant dependent birds. 
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Site Name   

Sandon Park 

Site Location 
Salter Point 

Local Government Authority 
City of South Perth 

Area (ha) 
2.5 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Bassendean Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
Not mapped 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Shelduck   2 1 8   
Australian Wood Duck   2 1 8   
Pacific Black Duck   5 6 50   
Australasian Grebe   2 1 8   
Darter   1 1 8   
Little Pied Cormorant   1 2 17   
Little Black Cormorant   1 1 8   
Australian Pelican   2 4 33   
White-faced Heron   1 1 8   
Australian White Ibis   8 6 50   
Straw-necked Ibis   1 1 8   
Brown Goshawk     3 25 4 
Buff-banded Rail     1 8   
Purple Swamphen Possible   2 17   
Dusky Moorhen   1 4 33 3 
Eurasian Coot   3 3 25   
Black-winged Stilt   5 1 8   
Silver Gull     3 25   
Laughing Turtle-Dove* Confirmed   12 100   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     7 58   
Long-billed Corella*     1 8   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     1 8   
Laughing Kookaburra*     1 8   
Rainbow Bee-eater Possible   3 25   
Striated Pardalote     3 25   
Western Gerygone     2 17   
Inland Thornbill     1 8 3 
Red Wattlebird     9 75   
Singing Honeyeater Possible   12 100   
Brown Honeyeater     8 67   
White-cheeked Honeyeater     2 17 4 
Rufous Whistler     1 8   
Magpie-lark     6 50   
Willie Wagtail     12 100   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     3 25   
Australian Magpie     7 58   
Australian Raven     7 58   
Mistletoebird     1 8   
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Welcome Swallow     7 58   
Tree Martin      3 25   
Little Grassbird     3 25   
Silvereye     5 42   

Total = 42 Total = 4   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 4 

Observers: Barry Angus, Molly Angus, Lorraine Chyne, Richard Chyne.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
The natural areas of Sandon Park are part of a much larger urban parkland adjacent to the Swan River 
at Salter Point. The City of South Perth has been rehabilitating some of the swampland areas and a 
boardwalk is currently under construction in one area. Only areas of natural vegetation, including that 
on the foreshore were surveyed for birds. Birds utilising parkland and adjacent sections of the river 
were not included in the surveys.  

A total of 42 bird species were recorded at Sandon Park over the survey period. Of these, 18 (>42%) 
are water-dependent. Four species have some level of conservation significance - these include Inland 
Thornbill, a small relatively sedentary insectivore, and more mobile species such as Brown Goshawk 
and White-cheeked Honeyeater. Given the extensive areas of adjacent parkland, there would appear to 
be considerable potential for the natural areas to be expanded by increased revegetation efforts. This 
might further increase the value of Sandon Park for bird species, both mobile and sedentary.  
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Site Name   

Tonkin Street Flora Reserve 

Site Location 
Mundijong 

Local Government Authority 
Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale 

Area (ha) 
2.37 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Guildford Complex 

Natural Area ID no: 
3427 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Wood Duck Possible   2 17   
Pacific Black Duck Possible   1 8   
Collared Sparrowhawk     1 8 4 
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     1 8   
Common Bronzewing     4 33 3 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo     2 17 1,4 
Baudin's Black-Cockatoo     1 8 1,4 
Galah     5 42   
Regent Parrot     1 8   
Australian Ringneck Possible   7 58   
Red-capped Parrot     7 58   
Pallid Cuckoo     1 8   
Laughing Kookaburra*     1 8   
Sacred Kingfisher     3 25   
Spotted Pardalote     1 8   
Striated Pardalote Possible   9 75   
Western Gerygone     8 67   
Inland Thornbill     1 8 3 
Red Wattlebird Possible   10 83   
Singing Honeyeater     2 17   
Brown Honeyeater     10 83   
Rufous Whistler     10 83   
Grey Fantail     5 42   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     2 17   
Grey Butcherbird     1 8   
Australian Magpie     2 17   
Australian Raven     4 33   
Mistletoebird     1 8   
Silvereye     3 25   

Total = 29 Total = 5   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 5 

Observers: Wynton Maddeford, Ian Rudd.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 
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GENERAL COMMENTS 
Tonkin Street Flora Reserve is a small reserve comprised largely of Banksia woodland.  

A total of 29 bird species were recorded over the survey period. Of these, five have some conservation 
significance. Most of these are more mobile species such as the threatened Red-tailed and Baudin’s 
Black-Cockatoos. Inland Thornbill was the only small, relatively sedentary insectivore recorded in the 
reserve.  
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Site Name   

Trigg Regional Open Space 

Site Location 
Trigg 

Local Government Authority 
City of Stirling 

Area (ha) 
Duart-Arnott section: 
19.68 ha 
St Mary’s section: 
40.47 ha 
Elliott section: 46.81 ha 
King Albert section: 
19.82 ha 
Total: 126.78 

Vegetation Complex 
Duart-Arnott section: Cottesloe Complex - Central & 
South 
St Mary’s section: Cottesloe Complex - Central & South 
Elliott section: Quindalup Complex; Cottesloe Complex - 
Central & South 
King Albert section: Quindalup Complex; Cottesloe 
Complex - Central and South  
Natural Area ID no: 
Duart-Arnott section: 
11522 
St Mary’s section: 11381; 
11230; 11234 
Elliott section: 11301 
King Albert section: 11372 

Bush Forever Site no: 308  
(all sections) 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb 2005-Jan 

2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys:  

Duart-Arnott section: 11 
St Mary’s section: 12 
Elliott section: 12 
King Albert section: 12 

For details of the location of the four sections of Trigg Regional Open Space, see map and discussion 
below.  

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Trigg Regional Open Space - Duart-Arnott Section 
Australian Shelduck     1 9   
Black-shouldered Kite     1 9   
Australian Hobby     1 9   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     11 100   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     4 36   
Galah Possible   10 91   
Little Corella*     1 9   
Corella species*     2 18   
Rainbow Lorikeet* Possible   10 91   
Purple-crowned Lorikeet     1 9   
Australian Ringneck Possible   11 100   
Laughing Kookaburra* Possible   7 64   
Rainbow Bee-eater     2 18   
Spotted Pardalote     1 9   
Striated Pardalote     6 55   
White-browed Scrubwren     1 9 3 
Weebill     7 64 3 
Western Gerygone     7 64   



90

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Inland Thornbill     1 9 3 
Red Wattlebird     11 100   
Little Wattlebird     2 18 4 
Singing Honeyeater     11 100   
Brown Honeyeater     11 100   
New Holland Honeyeater     3 27 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     9 82 4 
Red-capped Robin     1 9   
Rufous Whistler     5 45   
Magpie-lark     9 82   
Grey Fantail     5 45   
Willie Wagtail     7 64   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     4 36   
Grey Butcherbird     10 91   
Australian Magpie Possible   11 100   
Australian Raven     10 91   
Welcome Swallow     1 9   
Silvereye     10 91   

Total = 36 Total = 5   Surveys 
= 11   Total = 6 

Trigg Regional Open Space - St Mary’s Section 
Straw-necked Ibis   60 3 25   
Black-shouldered Kite Possible   6 50   
Brown Goshawk     2 17 4 
Collared Sparrowhawk     2 17 4 
Australian Hobby     5 42   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     11 92   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     9 75   
Galah     11 92   
Long-billed Corella*     1 8   
Corella species*     2 17   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     12 100   
Australian Ringneck     12 100   
Laughing Kookaburra*     10 83   
Rainbow Bee-eater     3 25   
Splendid Fairy-wren     2 17 3 
Spotted Pardalote     4 33   
Striated Pardalote     10 83   
White-browed Scrubwren     1 8 3 
Weebill     3 25 3 
Western Gerygone     2 17   
Inland Thornbill     1 8 3 
Red Wattlebird     12 100   
Singing Honeyeater     12 100   
Brown Honeyeater     8 67   
White-cheeked Honeyeater     12 100 4 
Varied Sittella     4 33 3 
Rufous Whistler     1 8   
Magpie-lark     6 50   
Grey Fantail     2 17   
Willie Wagtail     11 92   
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     11 92   
Grey Butcherbird     12 100   
Australian Magpie     12 100   
Australian Raven     12 100   
Welcome Swallow     7 58   
Tree Martin      5 42   
Silvereye     9 75   

Total = 37 Total = 1   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 8 

Trigg Regional Open Space - Elliott Section 
Black-shouldered Kite     4 33   
Brown Goshawk     2 17 4 
Collared Sparrowhawk     1 8 4 
Australian Hobby     2 17   
Rock Dove*     3 25   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     7 58   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     8 67   
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo     2 17 1,4 
Galah     5 42   
Little Corella*     1 8   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     5 42   
Australian Ringneck     8 67   
Fan-tailed Cuckoo     1 8   
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Possible   3 25   
Laughing Kookaburra*     7 58   
Sacred Kingfisher     1 8   
Rainbow Bee-eater     4 33   
Variegated Fairy-wren     1 8 3 
Spotted Pardalote Possible   3 25   
Striated Pardalote     3 25   
White-browed Scrubwren     12 100 3 
Weebill     9 75 3 
Western Gerygone Confirmed   11 92   
Inland Thornbill     4 33 3 
Western Thornbill     3 25 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     1 8 3 
Red Wattlebird Possible   8 67   
Singing Honeyeater     12 100   
Brown Honeyeater     9 75   
New Holland Honeyeater     3 25 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater Possible   10 83 4 
Rufous Whistler     11 92   
Grey Fantail     10 83   
Willie Wagtail     7 58   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     9 75   
Grey Butcherbird     3 25   
Australian Magpie Possible   11 92   
Australian Raven Possible   12 100   
Welcome Swallow     3 25   
Tree Martin      3 25   
Silvereye     12 100   
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Total = 41 Total= 7   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 11 

Trigg Regional Open Space - King Albert Section 
Black-shouldered Kite     1 8   
Nankeen Kestrel     1 8   
Rock Dove*     3 25   
Laughing Turtle-Dove* Possible   12 100   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     6 50   
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo     1 8 1,4 
Galah     4 33   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     8 67   
Australian Ringneck     11 92   
Fan-tailed Cuckoo     3 25   
Laughing Kookaburra*     7 58   
Sacred Kingfisher     1 8   
Rainbow Bee-eater     4 33   
Variegated Fairy-wren Possible   2 17 3 
Spotted Pardalote     1 8   
Striated Pardalote     6 50   
White-browed Scrubwren Possible   9 75 3 
Weebill Possible   5 42 3 
Western Gerygone     7 58   
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     1 8 3 
Red Wattlebird     10 83   
Little Wattlebird     1 8 4 
Singing Honeyeater Possible   12 100   
Brown Honeyeater Possible   8 67   
New Holland Honeyeater     1 8 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater Possible   11 92 4 
Varied Sittella     1 8 3 
Rufous Whistler     6 50   
Magpie-lark     5 42   
Grey Fantail     5 42   
Willie Wagtail     7 58   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     8 67   
Grey Butcherbird     1 8   
Australian Magpie     12 100   
Australian Raven     12 100   
Welcome Swallow     8 67   
Tree Martin      1 8   
Silvereye     12 100   

Total = 38 Total = 7   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 9 

Total species, Trigg Regional 
Open Space (ROS) = 52 

Total 
breeding 
species, 

Trigg ROS 
= 18 

   

Total 
significant 

species, 
Trigg ROS 

= 14 

Observers:  
Duart-Arnott section: Eleanor Adams, Niel Adams, Ric Curtis, Stewart Houghton, Des Moran. 
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St Mary’s section: Joyce Hegney, Barbara Henderson, David Henderson, Rod Smith.  

Elliott section: Penny Archer, Ric Curtis, Tom Delaney, Julia Gross, John Lauri, Dee Smith. 

King Albert section: Bob Geary, Bob Gilham, Sue Keogh, Paul Setchell, Peter Wilshaw.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Birds Australia national Bird Atlas database: 2 surveys, 25 species. 
Meney (1991): 30 species.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
Birds Australia national Bird Atlas database: nil. 
Meney (1991): Common Bronzewing, White-winged Fairy-wren. The surveys forming the basis of this 
report were undertaken in those sections of Trigg Regional Open Space south of Karrinyup Road - i.e. 
excluding the Duart-Arnott section - in 1988. An unidentified fairy-wren species recorded in the 
current surveys in the King Albert section may be White-winged. If not, it is possible that this species 
is gone extinct from the Trigg Bushland in the period since 1988. Common Bronzewing may be locally 
extinct, but may move periodically through the reserve.  

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Trigg Bushland Regional Open Space is also known locally as Trigg Bushland Reserve, and reserve 
signposts use the latter name. It is a Bush Forever site actively managed for conservation by the City of 
Stirling and has an active Friends group. The Reserve has an older management plan due to be 
upgraded: bird surveys will provide information for part of this.  

Trigg Regional Open Space is the largest reserve surveyed for birds in the Perth Biodiversity Project.  
Due to the late selection of this reserve into the survey program, and the difficulty of mobilising a 
relatively large number of volunteers able to survey on the same day, the reserve was divided into four 
sections and each section surveyed separately for birds. Over time, the bushland at the Trigg reserve 
has been substantially fragmented by major roads. The map below shows the four sections, each named 
for nearby roads (e.g., King Albert) or a nearby facility (e.g., St Mary’s). This was agreed in 
consultation with City of Stirling staff. Although the sections were surveyed separately, a summary of 
results is available for the whole reserve (see table above) and analysis relates to the entire reserve.  

A map of Trigg Regional Open Space, showing the four sections of the reserve separately 
surveyed for birds.  
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Vegetation types differ substantially across some sections of the reserve, ranging from coastal 
shrubland to open woodland to Jarrah-Marri forest. The fungal disease Armillaria was known to occur 
in some sections of the reserve: observers were made aware of the locations of the infection and asked 
to clean walking shoes or boots and avoid the relevant areas when the soil was wet. The infected areas 
were small and did not substantially impact on the bird surveys.  

Across the four sections of Trigg Regional Open Space, fifty two species of birds were recorded during 
the survey period. Of these, two water-dependent species were observed utilising cleared areas. 
Fourteen species have some conservation significance. In addition, Purple-crowned Lorikeet, a species 
known to have declined across parts of its range, but not listed by Bush Forever, was also recorded in 
the reserve. This could also be regarded as a species of significance. Sedentary species of significance 
include two species of fairy-wrens, three thornbills and White-browed Scrubwren. More mobile species 
of significance include two species of raptor, the endangered Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, three 
honeyeaters and Varied Sittella. Duart-Arnott was the only section of the reserve in which fairy-wrens 
were not recorded in the survey period - this may relate at least partly to differences in habitat.  

Trigg Regional Open Space appears to provide appropriate habitat for a significant range of bird 
species and it is important that large sections of bushland are similarly maintained elsewhere on the 
Swan Coastal Plain.  
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Site Name   

Viridian Park 

Site Location 
Banksia 

Local Government Authority 
City of Wanneroo 

Area (ha) 
3.89 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Karrakatta Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
15557 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 12 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Laughing Turtle-Dove*     9 75   
Common Bronzewing     1 8 3 
Galah     3 25   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     1 8   
Australian Ringneck     5 42   
Red-capped Parrot     1 8   
Rainbow Bee-eater     3 25   
Splendid Fairy-wren     2 17 3 
Striated Pardalote Confirmed   3 25   
Weebill     2 17 3 
Red Wattlebird     10 83   
Little Wattlebird     3 25 4 
Singing Honeyeater     6 50   
Brown Honeyeater Possible   11 92   
New Holland Honeyeater     6 50 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     11 92 4 
Western Spinebill     8 67   
Rufous Whistler     2 17   
Magpie-lark     3 25   
Grey Fantail     1 8   
Willie Wagtail     3 25   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     6 50   
Grey Butcherbird     2 17   
Australian Magpie     6 50   
Australian Raven     3 25   
Tree Martin      1 8   
Silvereye     8 67   

Total = 27 Total = 2   Surveys 
= 12   Total = 6 

Observers: Eleanor Adams, Niel Adams, Paul Marty.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 
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GENERAL COMMENTS 
The small reserve of Viridian Park is located in a relatively new housing area. Prior to the bird survey 
period, it was fully fenced to protect the bushland from unauthorised vehicle access and rubbish 
dumping. Most of the reserve was burnt in the period immediately prior to the commencement of bird 
surveys. The whole reserve was surveyed for birds. 

 A total of 27 species of birds were recorded during the survey period. Of these, six have some 
conservation significance. Splendid Fairy-wren, a small, insectivorous, sedentary species was recorded 
in the reserve in the months of July and October, some months after the fire that burnt most of the 
vegetation in the reserve. Presumably this species was able to recolonise from bushland nearby, or 
periodically moves through the reserve from nearby sites. Following events such as fire, the 
maintenance of other vegetation in the vicinity is important to the survival of these species.  
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Site Name   

Wembley Golf Complex 
Bushland 

Site Location 
Wembley 

Local Government Authority 
Town of Cambridge 

Area (ha) 
14.1 

Vegetation Complex 
Karrakatta Complex -Central and South  
Cottesloe Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
10352 

Bush Forever Site no: 
N/A 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 11 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Australian Wood Duck     1 9   
Brown Goshawk     1 9 4 
Collared Sparrowhawk     1 9 4 
Painted Button-quail      1 9 4 
Rock Dove*     1 9   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     4 36   
Galah     5 45   
Corella species* (not identified to 
species level)     4 36   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     11 100   
Australian Ringneck     4 36   
Laughing Kookaburra*     11 100   
Sacred Kingfisher     1 9   
Rainbow Bee-eater     2 18   
Spotted Pardalote     1 9   
Striated Pardalote     9 82   
Weebill     5 45 3 
Western Gerygone     10 91   
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     4 36 3 
Red Wattlebird     11 100   
Singing Honeyeater     5 45   
Brown Honeyeater     7 64   
Western Spinebill     1 9   
Rufous Whistler     6 55   
Grey Shrike-thrush     2 18 3 
Magpie-lark     1 9   
Grey Fantail     7 64   
Willie Wagtail     1 9   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike     4 36   
Grey Butcherbird     3 27   
Australian Magpie     8 73   
Australian Raven     9 82   
Silvereye     7 64   

Total = 32 Total = 0   
Surveys 

= 11   Total = 6 

Observers: Robert Davis, Barbara Stoneman, Trevor Stoneman. 
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Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
The Wembley Golf Complex is consists of five vegetation communities, however much of the 
Complex consists of strips of overstorey that have been parkland cleared between the fairways. Only 
the 14 ha remnant section of bushland in the northwest corner of the facility was surveyed for birds. 
Understorey at the survey site has had a history of disturbance and much of it is weedy. A small area of 
Flooded Gum Eucalyptus rudis woodland is sometimes damp in winter.  

A number of species of conservation significance were recorded in the bushland remnant. These 
include Grey Shrike-thrush, a declining species now disappearing from smaller remnants across the 
Swan Coastal Plain. A number of vegetation dependent species such as two species of pardalote, 
Western Gerygone and Rufous Whistler were also recorded. It seems likely that the remnant bushland 
and overstorey along the Golf Complex fairways have an important role to play in providing habitat for 
resident bird species and valuable connecting vegetation for dispersing and more mobile species in this 
area.  
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Site Name   

Woodleigh Grove Reserve 

Site Location 
Settlers Hill 

Local Government Authority 
City of Rockingham 

Area (ha) 
9.36 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Cottesloe Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
1713; 1715; 1731; 1732 

Bush Forever Site no: 
495 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 10 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Common Bronzewing     3 30 3 
Galah     1 10   
Regent Parrot     2 20   
Australian Ringneck     9 90   
Red-capped Parrot     7 70   
Fan-tailed Cuckoo     1 10   
Laughing Kookaburra*     5 50   
Splendid Fairy-wren     4 40 3 
Spotted Pardalote     1 10   
Striated Pardalote     5 50   
White-browed Scrubwren     2 20 3 
Weebill     5 50 3 
Western Gerygone     8 80   
Inland Thornbill     3 30 3 
Western Thornbill     1 10 3 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill     1 10 3 
Red Wattlebird     5 50   
Singing Honeyeater     1 10   
Brown Honeyeater     2 20   
New Holland Honeyeater     7 70 4 
White-cheeked Honeyeater     1 10 4 
Western Spinebill     1 10   
Scarlet Robin     7 70 3 
Golden Whistler     5 50 3 
Rufous Whistler     2 20   
Grey Shrike-thrush     1 10 3 
Magpie-lark     1 10   
Grey Fantail     7 70   
Willie Wagtail     4 40   
Australian Magpie     4 40   
Australian Raven     5 50   
Silvereye     8 80   

Total = 32 Total = 0   Surveys 
= 10   Total = 12 

Observers: Members of the Kwinana-Rockingham-Mandurah branch of the Naturalists’ Club of WA 
(Anne Goodale, Bob Goodale, Ken Stevens, Larraine Stevens, Gordon Tozer), Judith MacKinnon, 
Irene Morcombe, Michael Morcombe. 
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Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
This 9.5 ha reserve is located in the relatively new suburb of Settlers Hill, in an area where domestic 
house blocks are larger and the building of houses is restricted to building envelopes on each block. 
Thus, the overall vegetation cover remains relatively high. The reserve is managed for conservation and 
is fully fenced.  

The reserve is the local Public Open Space and consists of a dampland/wetland with some extremely 
thick vegetation. Access to all parts of the reserve is not possible, and it is not known if surface water 
was present during the survey period. No water-dependent bird species were recorded in the reserve 
during the survey period.  

A total of 32 species were recorded in the Woodleigh Grove Reserve. Of these, 12 have some 
conservation significance. Most of these are relatively sedentary species such as Splendid Fairy-wren, 
three thornbill species, Scarlet Robin and Grey Shrike-thrush.  
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Site Name   

Yagan Reserve 

Site Location 
Rossmoyne 

Local Government Authority 
City of Canning 

Area (ha) 
5.65 ha 

Vegetation Complex 
Bassendean Complex - Central and South 

Natural Area ID no: 
7955 

Bush Forever Site no: 
338 

Bird Survey Information 
Survey period reported: Feb2005-Jan 2006 

Survey frequency: monthly 

Total no. surveys: 13 

Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Musk Duck   1 1 8 3 
Black Swan   1 1 8   
Mallard X Black Duck*   1 3 23   
Domestic Duck*     1 8   
Pacific Black Duck Confirmed 13 13 100   
Grey Teal   2 5 38   
Hardhead   1 2 15 3 
Hoary-headed Grebe   2 2 15   
Darter   2 2 15   
Little Pied Cormorant   1 8 62   
Little Black Cormorant   1 4 31   
Australian Pelican   2 6 46   
White-faced Heron   2 7 54   
Great Egret     2 15   
Nankeen Night Heron   1 1 8 4 
Australian White Ibis   2 4 31   
Collared Sparrowhawk     1 8 4 
Australian Hobby     1 8   
Buff-banded Rail   3 8 62   
Purple Swamphen   1 2 15   
Dusky Moorhen   1 1 8 3 
Eurasian Coot     1 8   
Common Sandpiper     1 8 2 
Black-winged Stilt   1 1 8   
Silver Gull     2 15   
Laughing Turtle-Dove*     6 46   
Spotted Turtle-Dove*     12 92   
Galah     4 31   
Rainbow Lorikeet*     10 77   
Australian Ringneck Possible   8 62   
Red-capped Parrot     2 15   
Laughing Kookaburra*     1 8   
Sacred Kingfisher     2 15   
Rainbow Bee-eater     2 15   
Spotted Pardalote     1 8   
Striated Pardalote     8 62   
White-browed Scrubwren     9 69 3 
Western Gerygone     4 31   
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Frequency of 
occurrence 

Bird species recorded in survey 
period 

* denotes introduced species 

Breeding on 
survey site 

Maximum 
number 
recorded 

(water dependent 
species only)

No.
(number 
surveys in 

which 
recorded)

% of 
surveys 

Significant 
species 
(Bush 

Forever) 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill     10 77 3 
Red Wattlebird     13 100   
Little Wattlebird     3 23 4 
Singing Honeyeater     11 85   
Brown Honeyeater     13 100   
New Holland Honeyeater     12 92 4 
Rufous Whistler     8 62   
Magpie-lark     7 54   
Grey Fantail     12 92   
Willie Wagtail Possible   12 92   
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Possible   7 54   
Australian Magpie     6 46   
Australian Raven Possible   12 92   
Welcome Swallow     1 8   
Tree Martin      1 8   
Silvereye Possible   13 100   

Total = 54 Total = 6   Surveys 
= 13   Total = 10 

Observers: George Agar, Pam Agar, Marcus Singor.  

Other sources of bird survey information 
Nil known.  

Additional significant bird species recorded in other sources 
N/A. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Yagan Reserve is a small wetland and bushland reserve located between Bull Creek Road and Leach 
Highway on Bull Creek, off the Canning River in Rossmoyne. It is part of a more extensive Bush 
Forever site that includes Bullcreek Wetlands and Richard Lewis Reserve, both previously surveyed for 
birds under this program (see Gole, 2004).  

The Reserve consists of river foreshore, areas of open water, dense wetland vegetation and dry upland 
areas of remnant Banksia woodland with a scattered understorey. Parts of the reserve, particularly those 
in wetter areas, are heavily weed-infested. Some upland areas have been revegetated. All sections of 
the reserve, including the foreshore, were surveyed for birds.  

A total of 54 bird species, of which 23 (42%) are water-dependent, were recorded at Yagan Reserve. 
Half of the significant species recorded are water-dependent. Common Sandpiper, a species protected 
under JAMBA/CAMBA1 international treaties, was recorded once. Although the number of Common 
Sandpiper was not recorded, in keeping with numbers commonly recorded elsewhere on the Swan 
River, the number was likely o be a very low number of individuals.  

White-browed Scrubwren and Yellow-rumped Thornbill, small insectivorous species now declining on 
the Swan Coastal Plain were recorded. Splendid Fairy-wren is present in the nearby Richard Lewis 
Reserve (Gole, 2004). Although vegetation appears to be suitable, it was not recorded in Yagan 
Reserve, suggesting that the species may be unable to disperse across Leach Highway.  

1JAMBA/CAMBA: Japan Australia Migratory Bird Agreement and China Australia Migratory Bird 
Agreement


